H awl  horn  Lodge  Old  Peoples'  Home. 


COVENTRY 


THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 
OF  COVENTRY  IN  1953 


BEING  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


T.  MORRISON  CLAYTON 

M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H, 


CONTENTS. 


Pai^I^e 

Public  Health  and  Pensioners  Committees  •••  3 

Public  Health  Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 — 6 

City’s  Vital  Statistics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,  135 

M.O.H.’s  Survey  on  Social  and  Service  Conditions  ...  8 — 14 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 — 20 

Tuberculosis,  Mass  Radiography  and  Home  Visiting  ...  21 — 22 

Venereal  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 — 61 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 — 79 

Housing,  Slum  Clearance  and  Overcrowding  ...  ...  79,  94 

Food  Poisoning  and  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  80 — 82 

Water  Supply  and  Analyses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 — 84 

Staff  Changes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Environmental  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Public  Abattoir,  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 — 132 

Food  Hygiene  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 1 

Statistical  Tables  and  Charts  ...  ...  ...  134 — 150 


3 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1953. 

Chairman — Councillor  Mr.  W.  A.  BINKS. 

Vice-Chairman — Councillor  Mrs.  A.  OSBORN. 

The  Lord  Mayor  (Alderman  Mr.  H.  B.  W.  CRESSWELL). 

The  Deputy-Mayor  (Alderman  Mr.  J.  FENNELL). 

Alderman  Miss  A.  ARNOLD. 

Alderman  Mr.  J.  LATHAM. 

Councillor  Mrs.  E.  A.  ALLEN. 

Councillor  Mr.  K.  BENFIELD. 

Councillor  Mr.  W.  CALLOW. 

Councillor  Mr.  R.  LOOSLEY. 

Councillor  Mr.  R.  NICKSON. 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  SMITH  (Education  Committee  Representative). 

Dr.  D.  MURRAY  BLADON  (nominated  by  the  Coventry  Branch 
of  the  British  Medical  Association). 

Mr.  H.  C.  HANNAM-CLARK  (nominated  by  the  No.  20  Group  : 
Hospital  Management  Committee). 

Dr.  N.  J.  L.  ROLLASON  (nominated  by  the  Local  Executive 
Council). 


PENSIONERS  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1953. 

Chairman — 'Councillor  Mr.  H.  STANLEY. 

Vice-Chairman — ^Councillor  Mr.  C.  WARD. 

The  Lord  Mayor  (Alderman  Mr.  H.  B.  W.  CRESSWELL). 
The  Deputy-Mayor  (Alderman  Mr.  J.  FENNELL). 
Councillor  Mr.  A.  E.  EAGLES. 

Councillor  Mr.  E.  A.  HULL. 

Councillor  Mr.  A.  SMITH. 

(i  vacancy). 

Co-opted  Members : — 

Mrs.  H.  ASHBY. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  GARDNER. 

Mrs.  M.  JEFFS. 

Mr,  J,  W.  WATTS, 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Principal  School  Medical  Officer, 
Medical  Adviser  to  the  Pensioners  Committee  and  to  the 
Children’s  Committee  ; 

T,  M.  Clayton,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

R.  J.  Dodds,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 
Janet  Margaret  Done,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.R.C.O.G. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Christine  Glynn,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Catherine  T.  Howat,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Alexandra  C.  Watson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.T.M.,  D.R.C.O.G. 
Vivien  Phillips  Helme,  M.B.,  Ch.B.^  D.R.C.O.G. 

Public  Analyst  ...  F.  G.  D.  Chalmers,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 
Veterinary  Officer  ...  W.  Dale,  M.R.C.V.S. 


Sanitary  Inspectorate. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  R.  Williams,  O.B.E., 

D.P.A.,  F.R.San.L, 
F.S.I.A. 


Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Food  Inspector,  Senior  Factories 
and  Smoke  Inspector  ... 

Food  Inspector,  Factories  and 
Smoke  Inspector 
Meat  Inspectors  ... 

Senior  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector 
Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors 


E.  A.  Johnson. 

T.  E.  Willmott. 

D.  C.  Norcliffe. 
L.  Vivian  (Senior),  J.  B. 

Salt,  R.  Sutton. 
H.  Ellis. 
H.  Lenton,  D.  H.  Evans, 
B.  McCutdheon. 


HousingandCanal  Boats  Inspector  R.  D.  Hayne. 

District  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  J.  E.  Saunders,  G.  E.  A. 

Carless,  J.  Hacking,  H.  C.  Watkin,  P.  J.  Wightman. 
Student  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  J.  Gwynn*,  J.  Lowe,  D. 

Bench. 

Rodent  Officer  ...  ...  ...  W.  J.  Brown. 


Health  Visitors  : 

Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  Miss  M.  D.  Lloyd. 

Deputy  Superintendent  ...  ...  Miss  K.  L.  Houlton. 

Health  Visitors  : Misses  B.  Broomfield,  F.  M.  Bews,  G. 
Buttery,  A.  Docherty,  S.  T.  Deane,  E.  Fraser,  Mrs. 
C.  L.  Harper,  Misses  D.  Jones,  M.  O.  McKay,  A.  F. 
McKenzie,  K.  O’Brien,  D.  Phipps,  A.  V.  Pugh,  M. 
Phillpotts,  Mrs.  K.  Peters,  Mrs.  L.  Picken,  Mrs.  M.  I. 
Pye,  Misses  B.  .Sims,  A.  Shepherd,  Mrs.  E.  Smith,  Mrs. 
E.  P.  P.  Talbot,  Miss  B.  W.  Thomas,  Mrs.  F.  Woolford, 
Mrs.  E.  Wolverson.  Part-time  Health  Visitor  : Miss  M. 
Ratcliffe.  Part-time  T.B.  Visitor  : Mrs.  E.  M.  Couchman. 
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Municipal  Midwives  : 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  ...  ...  Miss  M.  A.  E.  Taylor. 

Deputy  Supervisor  ...  ...  Mrs.  Woodley. 

Midwives  : Miss  D.  G.  Abell,  Mrs.  E.  Adams,  Mrs.  I.  Argyle, 
Mrs.  N.  Beagrie,  Miss  V.  Bate,  Mrs.  E.  Bradley,  Mrs. 
J.  Brett,  Miss  D.  Brown,  Mrs.  E.  Caskie,  Miss  J. 
Cornthwaite,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Cox,  Mrs.  M.  Diaper,  Mrs.  J. 
Duckett,  Mrs.  F.  Fardon,  Mrs.  M.  Flynn,  Miss  D.  C. 

Greaves,  Mrs.  E.  Harris,  Miss  D.  Heritage,  Mrs.  A. 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  A.  Jennings,  Mrs.  W.  Kinsey,  Mrs.  E. 
McDowell,  Miss  P.  Norton,  Mrs.  S.  O’Donnell,  Miss  E. 
Raine,  Mrs.  E.  Reddick,  Mrs.  D.  Reeves,  Mrs.  M.  Rouse, 
Miss  W.  S.  Sparkes,  Mrs.  A.  Spragg,  Mrs.  E.  Stevens, 
Miss  D.  G.  Taylor,  Miss  I.  Trasler,  Miss  M.  Wagstaffe, 
Miss  A.  Ward,  Mrs.  E.  Wright. 

Day  Nurseries  : 

Supervisor  ...  ...  ...  Miss  V.  E.  Johnson. 

Nursery  Matrons  : Miss  M.  Allan,  Miss  K.  G.  Blackmore, 
Mrs.  B.  Bruton,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Butcher,  Mrs.  G.  Crichton, 
Miss  D.  M.  Griffiths,  Mrs.  I.  P.  Gerrard,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Williams,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Young. 

Nursery  Staffs  ...  ...  ...Nurses — 78.  Others — ’33. 

Home  Nursing  Service  : 

Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  Miss  H.  B.  Auckland. 

Assistant  Superintendents  ...  Miss  D.  I.  Griffin. 

Miss  M.  E.  Lynch. 

Nurses.  Full-time  51  (includes  3 male).  Part-time  9. 


Home  Helps  Service  : 

Supervisor  ...  ...  ...  Mrs.  E.  Marshall. 

Assistants  ...  •••  ...  Mrs.  E.  L.  Morgan. 

Mrs.  M:.  Ball. 

Home  Helps.  123  (including  part-time  workers). 

Occupation  Centre  for  Mental  Defectives  : 


Superintendent 
Deputy  Superintendent 
Assistants 

Ambulance  Service  : 
Superintendent 
Deputy  Superintendent 
Control  Sub-Officer 
Administrative  Sub-Officer 
Ambulance  Personnel 
Telephonist 
Blind  Welfare  : 

Home  Teachers 


Mr.  S.  Vince. 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Cousins. 
Miss  S.  D.  Baxter. 
Mrs.  I.  Cotterill. 

F.  Warwick. 
E.  Taylor. 
H.  Petherham. 
W.  Wakelin. 
..  Males — 67.  Females— 8. 

I. 

Miss  E.  Fox. 
Mrs.  M.  Gould. 
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Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff  : 
(General  Public  Health). 

Principal  Administrative  Assistant 
and  Senior  Authorised  Officer 

Senior  Sectional  Officers  : 

Statistical  and  General  ... 

Mental  Health  and  Blind  Welfare 
and  Authorised  Officer 
Finance 


J.  H.  Gram. 

T.  Lord. 

F.  Ellis. 
W.  S.  Barber. 


Authorised  Officers  : J.  A.  Sturdy,  Miss  F.  Holly^  Mrs.  G. 
Preston. 

Senior  Clerks  : G.  Hubbard,  H.  Jewison,  Miss  M.  E. 

Goddard,  Miss  B.  M.  Sanders. 

Clerks  : Messrs.  A.  J.  F.  Cooper,  J.  Green,  A.  Harrison*, 
}.  P.  Higgins,  F.  H.  Pearson,  J.  Taylor,  S.  Wardle,  N. 
Wilson,  K.  Williamson.  Misses  E.  Baker,  E.  Brown, 
P.  E.  Brown,  S.  Byram,  B.  Fletcher,  J.  Grant,  M.  M. 
Hands,  A.  P.  Hale,  V.  Jevons,  M.  J.  Keech,  M.  Longden, 
J.  Murray,  M.  Mitchell,  T.  D.  Murphy,  J.  L.  McGregor, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  McCaig,  Mrs.  J.  Runnals,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Radford,  Misses  B.  L.  Smith,  M.  Tierney,  B.  A.  West. 

Central  Stores,  Pinley  : 

Storekeeper  ...  ...  ...  J.  C.  Brown. 

Welfare  and  Pensioners  Services,  i,  St.  Patrick’s  Road  : 

I.  Aged  Persons’  Homes  (Pensioners  Committee). 

H.  Other  Welfare  Provisions  (Health  Committee). 

Pensioners  Officer  ...  ...  ...  J.  H.  Ryner,  F.C.C.S., 

M.Inst.S.W. 

Senior  Assistant  Officers  ...  ...  R.  N.  Nicol,  D.P.A. 

F.  M.  Riley. 

Welfare  Officer  ...  ...  ...  T.  D.  Holloway. 

Senior  Clerk  ...  ...  ...  Miss  M.  Pugh. 

Clerks  : J.  B.  Hopkins,  R.  J.  Pickering,  J.  Rees,  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Downes,  Mrs.  K.  Hulse,  Miss  A.  Roberts,  Miss  S. 
Watts,  Miss  V.  C.  Whittaker. 


Old  People's  Homes 
Moat  House  ... 


Charterhouse 

Newlands  House 

. Woodway  Grange 

Stone  House  ... 
St.  Paul’s  Home 
Hawthorn  Lodge 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Watson, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Fallon, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Eaton, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Mr.,  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Boston, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Miss  K.  Mitchell,  Matron. 

Miss  A.  Stanley,  Matron. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Webster, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
*At  present  on  National  Service. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i9)i67 

Population  (Census,  1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  258,211 

Population  (estimate  for  mid  year  1953) ...  263,000 

Density  of  population  (1951)  (per  acre) ...  13.4 

Density  of  population  (estimate  mid  1953)  (per  acre)  ...  13.7 

Number  of  inhabited  dwelling's  (1931)  42,190  (Dec.,  1953)  76,150 

Average  number  of  j)ersons  to  each  occupied  house  (mid  year)  3-45 
Rateable  Value  of  City  (Dec.  1953)  ...  ...  ...;^i,954,485 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (Dec.,  1953)  ...  ...  .;^7)596 


Live  Births — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

(Legitimate) 

2015 

1987 

4002 

(Illegitimate) 

136 

1 12 

248 

2151 

2099 

4250=  Birth  rate  of  16.1  per 

Stillbirths 

46 

38 

— 1 — 1000  population. 

84  = Rate  of  19.8  per  1000 

Deaths 

1270 

967 

live  births. 

2237  = Death  rate  of  8.5  per 

1000  population. 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

and  Abortion  ...  ...  2=0.47  per  1000  births. 


• Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  33.4 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  33.2 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  36.0 

Marriage  Rate  ...  ...  •••  •••  15-6 

*Death  Rate  from  Principal  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  0.04 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0.9 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  0*15 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ■■  •••  0.02 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  i-66 


Comparability  Factor  (Births)  ...  ...  •••  o-94 

Birth  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.2 

Comparability  Factor  (Deaths)  ..  •••  •••  •••  1-26 

Death  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  ...  .••  .••  •••  io-7 

^Typhoid,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Measles, 
Diarrhcea,  under  2 years,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  Poliomyelitis 
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My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting^  my  Annual  Report  concerning 
the  health  ol  the  City’s  population  and  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department  for  the  year  1953. 

The  increase  in  population  which  has  been  a feature  in  the 
life  of  Coventry  for  many  years,  continues.  The  estimated  figure 
of  population  for  mid-1953  was  263,000,  which  compares  with 

261.000  for  1952.  Further  evidence  of  the  progressive  increase 
in  ^e  City’s  population  over  the  past  twenty  years  is  shown  at 
page  135  in  the  table  of  vital  statistics. 

The  crude  death  rate  for  Coventry,  which  now  becomes  the 
lowest  on  record,  was  8.3  per  1,000  population  (1952 — 8.9  per 

1.000  popuation),  and  this  compares  with.  11.4  for  England  and 
Wales  and  12.2  for  the  great  towns.  The  main  causes  of  local 
deaths  continue  to  be  heart  disease,  cancer  and  respiratory  condi- 
tions. (including  pulmonary  tuberculosis).  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  for  the  year  was  33.4  per  1,000  live  births  (1952 — ^31.7  per 
1,000),  whilst  the  number  of  deaths,  occurring  in  the  first  month 
of  life  was  24.7  per  1,000  live  births  (1952 — 20.4  per  1,000).  This 
latter  neo-natal  figure,  therefore  showed  a local  increase  of  4.3 
per  thousand  and  stands  at  quite  a high,  level.  Congenital  defects 
and  prematurity,  roughly  in  the  proportions  of  i to  2 respectively, 
accounted  for  approximately  75%  of  the  total  neo-natal  deaths. 

The  City’s  birth  rate  was  at  16.  i per  1,000  population,  derived 
from  4,250  births  during  1953  (1952 — 15.9  per  1,000)  thereby 
showing  a slight  but  welcome  increase  over  preceding  years  : 
indeed  it  brings  to  a halt,  for  a temporary  period  at  least,  the 
continuous  decline  which  has  been  so  apparent  during  the  past 
six  years- 

There  was  a slight  recession  in  the  number  of  notifications 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  470  in  1952  to  458  in  1953.  It 
must  be  recorded  however,  that  because  of  greater  activity  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  the  county  areas  there  were  3,970 
fewer  Coventry  residents  X-rayed  than  in  1952.  In  1953  there 
were  39  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (1952 — '51). 

Dr.  Gordon  Evans  has  again  very  kindly  supplied  an  informa- 
tive summary  of  the  work  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  within 
the  City  (page  21).  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the  number 
of  new  .sufferers  from  tuberculosis  discovered  amongst  Industrial 
workers  in  Coventry  is  somewhat  higher  th.an  the  national  aver- 
age. One  notes  with  gratification  the  excellent  use  which 
Coventry  General  Practitioners  make  of  Mass  Radiography  facili- 
ties. The  related  point  brought  out  in  Dr.  Evans’  statistics 
shows  that  from  General  Practitioner  referals  alone  the  notifica- 
tion rate  of  1.7%  is  over  four  times  greater  than  the  national  aver- 
age for  all  similar  Mass  Radiography  referals.  This  appears  sig- 
nificant and  provides  much,  room  for  “national  ’’  thought. 

For  my  part  I would  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Dr.  Evans 
(as  indeed  all  other  colleagues  in  the  Chest  Clinics  working  under 
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different  circumstances)  for  his  helpfulness  in  providing  Mass 
Radiography  facilities  for  new  anteHnatal  cases  attending  the 
Municipal  Clinics.  This  is  a most  useful  service  as  a means  of 
detecting  respiratory  disease — even  though  only  in  a few  cases^ — 
at  a most  important  phase  in  any  woman’s  life  and  thereby  helps 
to  ensure  appropriate  care  for  her  during  pregnancy  and  the  puer- 
perium.  One  learns  that  the  static  Mass  Radiography  Unit  at 
Grove  House  is  liable  to  undertake  constant  mobile  work  in  the 
surrounding  county  areas  during  the  forthcoming  years.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  at  this  juncture  to  stress  the  importance  of 
making  further  suitable  arrangements  to  ensure  an  early  routine 
mass  X-ray  examination  of  our  ante-natal  cases. 

There  were  less  notifiable  infectious  diseases  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  (1953 — 5,010;  1952 — 5,891).  Of  further  significance 
is  the  fact  that  while  there  has  not  been  a single  death  from 
diphtheria  in  Coventry  during  the  past  three  years,  1953  becomes 
unique  in  the  local  history  of  the  disease  because  not  even  a single 
case  was  notified. 

I would  appeal  to  citizens,  however,  not  to  be  lulled  unduly 
into  a sense  of  false  security  concerning  diphtheria  because  the 
present  happy  position  has  only  been  achieved  by  regular  and 
widespread  immunisation  of  the  City’s  youth  (as  indeed  of  the 
nation’s  youth  during  the  past  decade).  It  behoves  us  all,  therefore, 
to  exercise  constant  vigilance  and  to  ensure  that  this  beneficial 
“pool”  of  immunity  is  retained  at  a high  level  during  forth- 
coming years. 

A sizeable  outbreak  of  acute  poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis) 
occurred  during  the  year  and  had  its  impact  upon  local  thought 
and  caused  some  anxiety  at  times.  The  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year  was  164  and  this  figure  easily  surpassed  any  pre- 
vious annual  number  for  this  city,  the  previous  highest  being  98 
in  1951. 

From  the  national  statistics  available  it  would  seem  that 
Coventry,  together  with  one  or  two  distant  localities,  shared  a 
much  higher  incidence  of  the  disease  than  other  townships. 
Strangely,  however  (by  local  standards  at  least),  the  national  inci- 
dence of  the  disease  was  by  no  means  the  highest  on  record,  for 
whereas  the  national  figure  of  poliomyelitic  notifications  for  1953 
was  at  4,542,  that  for  1950  was  at  7,752,  and  for  1947  at  7,207. 

The  recent  Coventry  outbreak  had  its  interesting  points. 
There  was,  for  example,  a much  greater  proportion  of  paralytic 
to  non-paralytic  cases  (paralytic — 100:  non-paralytic — 64);  definite 
paths  of  infection  could  be  traced  within  a few  households  and  in 
some  street  groupings ; the  outbreak  re-emphasised  the  fact  that 
the  term  “infantile  ’ paralysis  is  now  a misnomer  and,  indeed, 
33%  of  Coventry  cases  occurred  in  people  over  20  years  of  age. 

In  the  light  of  experience  and  recent  international  recommen- 
dations it  seems  that  all  necessary  preventive  measures  were  taken 
in  Coventry  in  line  with  modern  thought  in  order  to  limit  the 
spread  of  infection. 
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Poliomyelitis,  which  one  feels  has  peculiar  divergencies  from 
the  usual  run  of  infectious  ^diseases,  is  a condition  which,  during 
the  period  of  attack  and  because  of  its  unfortunate  after-results  in 
a small  proportion  of  cases,  is  liable  to  cause  acute  public  anxiety. 

I feel  it  appropriate,  therefore,  to  record  my  appreciation  to 
citizens  generally  for  the  rational  and  objective  attitude  which  was 
taken  during  the  outbreak.  The  local  press,  too,  was  most  helpful 
in  publicising  necessary  information  and  advice  emanating  from 
the  Health  Department.  Generally  speaking,  the  national  press 
were  objective  and  commendably  restrained  in  their  approach.  It 
is,  perhaps,  inevitable  that  one  or  two  national  publications  should 
make  such  an  occasion  the  opportunity  for  a descent  to  grossly 
exaggerated  and  lurid  journalism. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  various  cinema  managers  throughout 
the  city  for  their  ready  and  helpful  co-operation  during  the  quite 
lengthy  period  it  was  found  necessary  to  apply  closure  to  children’s 
matinee  performances. 

I should  be  remiss  if  I did  not  record  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  at  the  Coventry  Isolation 
Hospital.  Their  hellpful  co^-operation  with  my  department  was 
much  appreciated,  and  they  are  also  deserving  of  general  thanks 
for  their  strenuous  and  kindly  assistance  to  those  Coventry 
patients  afflicted  with  the  disease.  My  Deputy,  Dr.  R.  J.  Dodds, 
has  kindly  prepared  a more  detailed  epidemiological  picture  of 
the  outbreak  which  is  included  later  in  this  report. 

I would  now  turn  to  certain  other  points  related  to  the  year 
1953  which  are  deserving  of  particular  mention. 

I have  in  previous  Annual  Reports  mentioned  the  advisability 
of  fusing  the  Health  and  School  Health  Medical  and  Nursing 
(Health  Visiting  and  School  Nursing)  Services  so  that  an 
integrated  and  more  comprehensive  service  could  be  applied  to  the 
greater  benefit  of  all  children  from  birth  to  the  school  leaving  age. 
I am  glad  therefore  to  report  that  after  this  reorganisation  had 
been  approved  in  principle  by  the  Local  Authority  we  were  enabled 
to  commence  a “pilot”  scheme  within  the  Cheylesmore  area  on 
I St  January,  1953. 

A year’s  working  has  shown  the  experiment  to  be  most 
successful  and  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  parents  are 
enthusiastic  particularly  because  their  children  are  tending  to  have 
routine  surveillance  by  the  same  medical  officer  and  nursing  staff 
during  the  pre-school  and  intra-school  periods.  The  intention  is 
therefore  to  extend  the  combined  service  during  the  forthcoming 
year  and  we  hope  that  there  may  be  more  available  health  visitors 
to  allow  of  this  measure.  Eventually  the  city  will  be  divided  into 
nine  such  areas  as  Cheylesmore  with  similar  school  populations 
and  clinic  facilities  : a medical  officer  and  sufficient  health  nurses 
will  be  allocated  to  each  area.  I shall  therefore  bave  opportunity 
in  future  Annual  Reports  to  report  progress  and  one  has  additional 
hopes  that  the  new  arrangement  will  gradually  help  to  bring  about 
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greater  co-operation  between  general  practitioner  services  and 
those  of  the  local  authority  than  has  been  possible  hitherto. 

The  need  for  a number  of  modern  welfare  and  school  health 
clinics  in  this  city  is  now  well  known  and  I am  glad  to  report  the 
allocation  of  a starting  date  (ist  January,  1954)  for  the  new  clinic 
in  Broad  Street,  Foleshill  : 1 feel  sure  the  building  when  completed 
and  the  services  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Justifiable  requests  have  been  made  by  residents  in  the 
Allesley  and  Earlsdon  areas  for  regular  infant  welfare  sessions. 
These  needs  are  well  known  as  indeed  are  other  potential  ones  in 
newly  developing  areas  and  it  will  be  the  Health  Committee’s 
desire  to  provide  these  further  facilities  as  soon  as  financial 
allocations  will  allow  of  them. 

While  on  the  subject  of  maternal  care  it  is  necessary  again 
to  indicate  the  totally  inadequate  supply  of  dental  staff. 
Conservative  dentistry  cannot  therefore  be  undertaken  and  this 
makes  mockery  of  providing  preventive  dental  treatment  for  the 
“priority”  classes.  Our  greatly  depleted  dental  staff  have  their 
time  cut  out  to  keep  pace  with  the  need  for  emergency  treatments 
only.  This  is  indeed  a far  cry  from  the  virile  and  more  satisfying 
days  when  a fully  established  municipal  dental  staff  were  able  to 
provide  regular  conservative  treatment  to  all  children  and  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  It  is  also  unfortunate  that  local 
dental  practitioners — ^possibly  because  they  are  fully  occupied  in 
their  practices — ^are  loath  to  offer  themselves  for  occasional 
sessional  S'Crvice  in  our  clinics.  Such  a general  situation  can  only 
react  to  the  detriment  of  many  mothers  and  children  by  creating 
poor  dental  hygiene  and  by  adversely  affecting  dentition  in  the 
erupting  and  formative  periods. 

Accidents  occurring  in  the  home  are  perhaps  thought  to  be 
so  “homely”  as  to  merit  little  public  attention.  Burns  and  scalds 
however,  are  extremely  painful  and  can  be  most  disfiguring  or 
indeed  in  some  cases  fatal.  There  are  other  accidents  too,  quite 
often  simple  in  course  but  so  actually  or  potentially  serious  in  their 
consequences  as  to  merit  a greater  focus  of  public  attention  than 
heretofore.  Statistical  evidence  from  our  health  visitors’  records 
shows  an  increase  of  home  accidents  during  the  year  (1953 — ^58  : 
1952—40). 

Regard  should  be  given  to  the  section  dealing  with  Home 
Nursing  on  page  34  when  an  appreciation  of  the  terrific  burden 
these  nurses  and  their  sup>ervisory  staff  are  shouldering  would 
readily  be  acquired  : the  work  of  this  service  is  worthy  of  a good 
general  understanding. 

The  increase  in  injection  therapy  alone  is  phenomenal  and  in 
the  three  year  period  from  1951  has  bounded  from  2,350  to  93,803 
^953!  500  more  old  age  pvensioners  have  received  domiciliary 
nursing  attention  than  was  the  case  in  1952  (f-e.,  1953 — 1,77^  • 
1952^ — 1,270),  whilst  in  the  four  year  period  1950 — 53  the  numbers 
of  new  patients  attended  and  those  nursed  in  toto  have  increased 
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by  no  less  than  45%  in  each  case.  There  was  an  increase  of 
9,424  visits  made  by  Home  Nurses  in  1953  over  the  figure  for 
1952  {i.e.,  1953—195.230  : 1952—185,806). 

The  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service  continues  to  mount  and 
112,636  patients  were  removed  in  1953,  this  representing  an 
increase  of  11,150  over  the  preceding  year.  It  should  be 
remembered  however,  that  the  greatly  increased  use  of  the 
■Ambulance  Service  is  related  in  considerable  measure  to  the 
shortage  of  hospital  beds  in  Coventry  which  causes  a greater  use 
of  hospital  out-patient  departments.  This  in  turn  leads  to  an 
enhanced  turnover  of  patients  both  in  out-patient  departments  and 
in  hospital  wards  and  thereby  leads  to  correspondingly  greater 
activity  of  the  ambulance  service. 

In  spite  of  this  however,  the  average  mileage  per  patient 
carried  was  reduced  from  4.2  miles  in  1952,  to  3.8  miles  in  1953, 
a figure  which  is  found  to  be  well  below  that  of  other  major  local 
authorities.  This  position  has  been  made  possible  by  the  efficient 
use  of  the  radio  telecommunication  apparatus  which  is  fitted  to 
fifteen  of  our  ambulance  vehicles.  The  average  mileage  per  patient 
could  be  reduced  still  further  if  the  remainder  of  our  fleet  was 
fitted  with  similar  equipment  and  I sincerely  hope  that  this  will  be 
possible  in  the  forthcoming  year.  As  a point  of  interest  it  is  noted 
that  there  has  been  a 100%  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
removed  by  the  ambulance  service  since  the  introduction  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act.  It  is  also  to  be  recorded  that  the 
agency  arrangements  with  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  Ambulance 
Committee  terminated  on  5th  July,  1953  when  the  Local  Authority 
became  solely  responsible  for  a completely  integrated  service. 

Attention  too'  is  invited  to  the  section  hereinafter  dealing  with 
Health  Education  (page  54),  since  this  subject  is  acquiring 
momentum  from  year  to  year.  This  is  not  unnatural  because  the 
subject  is  so  much  a part  of  the  Preventive  Health  Services  and 
indeed  the  latter  are  at  long  last  and  most  deservedly  achieving  a 
position  of  greater  significance,  both  rationally  and  economically, 
in  National  Health  affairs. 

Coventry  constituted  a Smokeless  Zone  of  30  acres  on 
February  29th,  1951,  this  being  the  culmination  of  much  detailed 
and  enthusiastic  work  by  the  Health  Department’s  Sanitary 
Inspectorate.  At  that  time  I commented  as  follows  : — 

“This  being  the  first  smokeless  zone  to  be  operated  in 
this  country,  it  must  therefore  be  regarded  to  some  extent  at 
least  as  an  experiment'.  Nevertheless  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  it  will  be  the  modest  forerunner  of  many  other 
like  zones  throughout  the  country  as  time  goes  by,  for  there 
is  a growing  and  cumulative  awareness  of  the  evils  which 
arise  from  smoke  pollution”. 

By  reference  to  a great  variety  of  recent  literature  upon  this 
subject  it  becomes  apparent  that  1953  will  stand  out  as  of  great 
significance  in  the  smoke  abatement  annals  of  this  country.  By 
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the  end  of  the  year  several  major  local  authorities  had 
received  private  powers  to  constitute  smokeless  zones  and  an 
increasing^  number  were  in  process  of  acquiring-  them.  There  was 
also  evidence  of  much  central  activity  in  connection  with  this 
important  subject  which  seriously  affects  the  lives  of  divers  citizens 
and  the  amenities  of  very  many  local  authority  areas  throug’hout 
the  country.  Perhaps  the  time  may  not  be  unduly  distant  when 
all  local  authorities  will  be  empowered  under  national  legislation 
to  deal  radically  with  smoke  pollution  : on  that  day  a further 
great  leap  forward  will  have  been  taken  in  the  preventive  approach 
to  a not  inconsiderable  cause  of  ill  health. 

In  November  1952,  the  departmental  medical  staff  undertook, 
without  detriment,  the  medical  superannuation  examination  of  all 
new  entrants  into  the  Municipal  Service  and  also  many  other 
examinations  of  existing  staff  referred  because  of  particular 
circumstances.  This  onerous  work  has  grown  considerably  during 
1953  and  includes  very  many  references  from  the  Transport  and 
Fire  Departments  alone.  It  should  be  apparent  therefore  that  a 
good  deal  of  our  medical  officers’  time  and  a fair  amount  of 
additional  clerical  work  also  is  now  being  assigned  to  this  task. 

National  Assistance  Act. 

An  aspiration  of  the  Pensioners  Committee  came  to  fruition 
in  March  1953,  with  the  opening  of  Hawthorn  Lodge  on  the 
western  peripheral  aspect  of  the  city.  This  is  a new  two  storied 
building  spvecifically  designed  and  built  for  the  residential  needs 
of  old  p>eople  and  it  provides  modern  facilities  for  a total  of  42 
residents  of  both  sexes ; the  Old  Peoples  Home  has  also  proved 
of  considerable  interest  to  numerous  visitors  from  other  local 
authority  areas. 

The  Committee  have  similar  projects  in  mind  for  certain  other 
developing  localities  so  that  the  necessary  accommodational  needs, 
of  a proportion  at  least,  of  old  people  now  upon  the  waiting  list 
may  be  satisfied. 

During  the  year  a new  and  much  needed  sanitary  annexe  was 
completed  at  the  Stone  House  and  important  drainage  alterations 
were  made  for  Woodway  Grange.  Work  is  also  proceeding  apace 
with  the  sizable  adaptations  at  the  Moat  House  and  this  should 
be  completed  quite  early  in  1954,  thereby  replacing  obsolete 
accommodation  and  adding  greatly  to  the  general  amenities. 

There  continues  to  be  an  undue  pressure  upon  the  limited 
Part  HI  temporary  accommodation  at  the  department’s  disposal  : 
this  is  a matter  of  persistent  difficulty  and  anxiety  to  the 
appropriate  departmental  staff. 

I am  glad  to  report  the  appointment  of  a Welfare  Officer  with 
particular  responsibilities  under  the  Council’s  scheme  for  certain 
categories  of  handicapped  persons.  This  officer  has  been  engaged 
in  doing  much  survev  work  since  his  appointment  and  I wou'd 
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draw  attention  to  the  informative  and  more  detailed  statistical 
review  appearing'  at  pag^e  71. 


For  those  who  will  take  pains  to  peruse  the  varied  information 
set  out  in  the  Report  it  will  be  quickly  apparent  that  the  public 
has  made  greatly  increasing  use  of  our  departmental  services 
during-  1953.  This  has  meant  still  greater  concentration  and 
efforts  by  all  sections  of  the  departmental  staff.  It  is  therefore 
with  added  pleasure  that  I take  this  opportunity  to  commend  every 
member  of  my  staff,  no  matter  in  what  municipal  capacity  they 
may  be  engaged,  for  their  assiduous  endeavours  throughout  the 
year  : I greatly  appreciate  their  helpfulness  and  loyalty.  On  their 
behalf  and  for  myself  too,  I would  thank  the  Chairmen,  Vice- 
Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Health  and  Pensioners  Committees 
respectively  for  their  interest  in  the  work  of  the  department 
throughout  a busy  year. 

I also  take  pleasure  in  offering  my  sincere  thanks  to  colleagoies 
in  various  other  municipal  departments  for  their  valued  co-operation 
and  assistance  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year  and  for 
certain  items  of  information  included  in  this  Report. 

I am.  My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Health  Department, 
Coventry. 
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Population. 

The  Reg'istrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  mid-ig53 
was  263,000  which  was  an  increase  from  the  1952  mid-year  figure 
of  261,000.  The  generally  upward  trend  of  the  city’s  population 
for  the  past  twenty  years  is  shown  in  the  table  of  vital  statistics 
on  page 

Birth  Rate. 

The  births  registered  as  Coventry  births  during  the  year 
numbered  4,250  giving  a birth  rate  of  16.  i per  1,000  population. 
These  figures  compare  with  4,159  births  in  1952  and  a birth  rate 
of  15.9  for  the  same  year.  Further  details  relating  to  births 
occurring  within  the  city  are  given  elsewhere  under  the  heading  of 
“Midwifery”. 

The  comparable  figures  for  the  country  generally  and  the 
great  towns  are  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  ...  .•  15.5  per  1,000  population 

Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  17.0  ,,  ,,  ,, 

General  Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  belonging  to  the  city  during 
the  year  was  2,237,  which  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  8.5  per 
1,000  population.  This  compares  with  a death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  11.4,  and  with  a similar  rate  for  the  great  towns  of 
12.2.  The  major  causes  of  death  during  the  year  under  review 
continue  to  be  heart  disease  and  other  vascular  conditions  ; cancer ; 
respiratory  conditions  and  tuberculosis.  An  analysis  of  the  various 
causes  of  death  is  given  in  the  appropriate  table  on  page 
It  may  be  noted  that  55.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  registered 
occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  i year  of  age  during 
1953  was  142,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  33.4  per  1,000 
births. 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  26.8  per  1,000  births. 
Infantile  Mortality  for  Great  Towns  ...  3^-^  >>  >>  ” 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  during 
1953  was  105,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  24.7  per  1,000  births. 
The  comparable  neo-natal  mortality  rate  for  1952  was  20.4  per 
1,000  births.  Note  also  comments  in  introductory  letter. 

Marriage  Rate. 

The  number  of  marriages  solemnised  in  the  city  during  the 
year  was  2,047,  giving  a marriage  rate  {i.e.,  number  of  persons 
married)  of  15.6  per  1,000  population.  This  compares  with  16. i 
per  1,000  population  for  the  preceding  year. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  city  was  0.47  i>er  1,000 
births,  and  this  compares  with  0.24  for  the  preceding-  year.  The 
comparative  fig-ure  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.76.  This  is  the 
second  lowest  maternal  mortality  rate  recorded  in  the  city  since 
1930  when  figures  were  first  prepared. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  notifications  in  respect  of  infectious  diseases 
were  received  in  the  department  during  1953  : — 

Diphtheria  — • (2  : 2 12);  scarlet  fever  297  (451  : 406);  measles 
2467  (4009) ; whooping  cough  1 103  (443) ; acute  primary  pneumonia 
181  (147  : 290);  puerperal  pyrexia  12  (15  ; 54);  meningitis  8 (ii  : 
36) ; acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  loo  (4  : 2) ; acute 
anterior  poliomyelitis  (non-paralytic)  64  (17  : — ') ; ophthalmia 
neonatorum  7 (16  : 16) ; erysipelas  37  (45  : 60) ; malaria  2 ( — : — ) ; 
dysentery  52  (94:  15);  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  77  (9:  56); 
acute  encephalitis — (3  ; o) ; food  poisoning  128  (135  : o). 

The  comparative  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1952  and 
for  the  last  complete  pre-war  year  1938  in  that  order.  In  the 
last  mentioned  year  measles  and  whooping  cough  were  not 
notifiable. 


The  total  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  less 
than  that  during  1952  {i.e.,  5,010  : 5,891). 

Concerning  diphtheria,  the  following  figures  continue  to  tell 
their  own  story  and,  incidentally,  that  concerned  with  the  campaign 
of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  Coventry  : — ■ 

1945 —  'I46  cases  (5  deaths — ^none  immunised). 

1946 —  ^115  cases  (4  deaths — 'none  immunised). 

1947 — 53  cases  (2  deaths — none  immunised). 

1948 — 12  cases  (no  deaths). 

1949 — 12  cases  (2  deaths — none  immunised). 

1950 — 7 cases  (2  deaths — 'none  immunised). 

1951 —  • 4 cases  (no  deaths). 

1952 —  • 2 cases  (no  deaths). 

1953 — o cases  (no  deaths). 

The  figures  relating  to  scarlet  fever  and  to  measles  show  a 
decrease  for  the  year. 


Incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  City  during  1953. 

Poliomyelitis  was  exceptionally  prevalent  in  Coventry  during 
1953,  more  cases  occurring  than  during  any  previous  year;  by  the 
end  of  the  outbreak  164  cases  had  been  notified  to  the  Registrar 
General  as  confirmed,  of  which  100  were  paralytic  and  64  non- 
paralytic. A number  of  patients  late  in  the  year  presented  unusual 
features  as  a group,  though  individually  and  clinically  they  were 
indistinguishable  from  classical  poliomyelitis.  ‘ . 
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In  retrospect  there  are  some  who  feel,  mainly  on  epidemio- 
logical grounds,  that  a few  at  least,  of  this  late  group,  which 
included  a number  of  nurses  at  Whitley  Hospital,  may  have  been 
suffering  from  a condition  other  than  poliomyelitis,  although 
having  several  points  of  similarity  the  cause  of  which  continues 
to  be  the  subject  of  detailed  study. 

There  is  no  doubt  however,  that  the  great  majority  of  cases 
in  this  major  outbreak  were,  in  fact,  due  to  one  of  the  poliomyelitis 
viruses  and  it  is  the  case  that  Type  I Virus  (Brunhilde)  was 
isolated  during  the  outbreak. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  confirmed  in  the  city  from  the 
beginning  of  October  1952 — apart  from  a single  paralytic  case  in 
early  December — until  the  loth  June,  1953.  Six  cases  occurred 
during  the  next  four  weeks,  after  which  the  incidence  rose  sharply 
— as  shown  in  the  chart  (page  17).  It  should  be  emphasised 
that  these  -figures  represent  patients  whose  diagnosis  had  been 
confirmed  by  a second  opinion,  usually  in  hospital,  and  after 
consideration  of  the  results  of  appropriate  laboratory  tests.  The 
weekly  figures  of  poliomyelitis  cases  notified  are  given  below 
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The  somewhat  lower  figures  for  the  weeks  ending  ist  and  8th 
August  were  probably  due  to  the  Coventry  holiday  fortnight  {i.e., 
25th  July — 8th  August)  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  was  a 
second  peak  of  incidence  in  late  September,  which  was  largely  due 
to  the  cases  mentioned  earlier  whose  diagnosis  is  perhaps  open  to 
question.  The  outbreak  as  such  ended  at  the  beginning-  of  October, 
though  there  was  a small  number  of  cases  during  November. 

The  age  incidence  of  cases  may  be  of  interest  ; — 


MALE 

FEMALE 

Age 

Group 

Paralytic 

Non- 

Paralytic 

Paralytic 

Non- 

Paralytic 

Totals 
for  age 
groups 

0—  4 

9 

13 

8 

6 

36 

5—  9 

13 

18 

12 

7 

50 

10—14 

4 

5 

5 

0 

14 

15—19 

1 

3 

6 

1 

11 

20-29 

4 

2 

16 

3 

25 

30  + 

6 

2 

16 

4 

28 

Totals 

37 

43 

63 

21 

164 

Totals 
for  each 
sex 

80 

84 

The  proportion  of  paralytic  cases  to  the  total  reached  the 
customary  level  (100 — 164),  but  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  most 
of  these  were  not  severe — a diffuse  but  rapidly  recovering  type  of 
paralysis  being  fairly  characteristic.  There  was  only  one  death 
due  to  poliomyelitis ; five  patients  had  to  be  treated  in  the 
mechanical  respirator — ^two  for  very  prolonged  periods — and  the 
number  of  patients  suffering  from  widespread  permanent  paralysis 
was  small  considering  the  size  of  the  outbreak. 

Mode  of  Spread. 

Features  that  might  be  noted  from  the  chart  are  the  almost 
explosive  spread  of  the  disease  during  the  first  half  of  July,  when 
cases  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  city — ^in  nearly  all  instances 
unrelated  to  any  of  the  first  six  patients  notified.  There  is,  however, 
one  demonstrable  chain  of  infection  through  an  infant  school 
between  one  of  the  first  cases  and  several  occurring  at  a later 
stage.  Poliomyelitis  is  a disease  which  was  formerly  thought  to 
be  spread  by  droplet  infection,  i.e.,  through  coughing,  sneezing, 
etc. ; in  recent  years  much  expert  opinion  has  tended  to  swing 
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away  from  this  view  and  many  now  feel  that  poliomyelitis  is 
usually  spread  in  the  same  manner  as  g-astrointestinal  infections 
such  as  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  {i.e.,  by  contaminated 
fingers).  For  practical  purposes  however,  and  until  such  time  as 
there  is  irrefutable  evidence  to  the  contrary,  I feel  that  either 
form  of  spread  must  be  regarded  as  equally  possible.  The 
epidemiological  picture  is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
for  every  case  of  classical  paralytic  poliomyelitis  there  are  several 
cases  of  non-.paralytic  disease — not  all  of  which  may  come  to 
medical  notice,  and  in  addition,  it  is  thought  that  there  are  a 
larger  number  of  cases  of  very  mild  transient  illness — usually 
attributed  by  the  sufferers  to  be  due  to  a chill  or  mild  influenza. 
For  these  reasons  it  is  usually  very  diflicult  to  trace  the  path  of 
infection  from  one  notified  case  to  the  next  because  several  of 
these  milder  cases  of  illness  may  be  interposed. 

Therefore,  though  it  is  recognised  that  the  patient  and  the 
immediate  family  contacts  usually  excrete  the  virus  for  a p>eriod 
it  is  hardly  justifiable  to  segregate  all  the  contacts,  since  this  would 
cause  great  dislocation  of  ordinary  life,  especially  when  there  are 
a large  number  of  people  in  the  community  who  are  immune  to 
poliomyelitis,  having  had  one  of  these  milder  types  of  infections. 
Stricter  precautions  are,  of  course,  taken  with  the  segretation  of 
child  contacts. 

Public  Health  Precautions  Advised. 

Early  in  the  outbreak  prophylactic  injections  against  whooping 
cough  and  later  diphtheria  were  discontinued  because  it  was  known 
that  a child  who  incubated  poliomyelitis  ran  a somewhat  greater 
risk  of  developing  or  accentuating  a paralytic  form  of  the  disease 
if  an  immunising  injection  had  been  given  within  the  last  week  or 
two.  In  mid-July  following  consultation  with  the  Senior  Adminis- 
trative Medical  Officer  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  all  tonsil 
and  adenoid  operations  in  the  Coventry  area  hospitals  group  were 
discontinued  upon  instructions  from  Birmingham.  About  that  time 
also,  advice  was  publicised — 'through  the  press  and  by  other  means 
— ^mainly  for  the  benefit  of  parents  who  were  advised,  for  example, 
to  prevent  their  children  from  becoming  overtired,  as  it  has  been 
shown  that  strenuous  exercise  and  fatigue  during  the  early  stages 
of  the  disease  increases  the  risk  of  paralysis.  Other  points 
mentioned  in  this  connection  were  hygienic  precautions,  the 
desirability  of  avoiding  crowded  indoor  places  of  entertainment — 
particularly  children’s  matinees,  and,  finally,  the  importance  of 
putting  a child  to  bed  if  off  colour  or  complaining  of  suspicious 
symptortis ; in  such  cases  the  doctor  should  be  called  in. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  local  cinema  managers, 
Saturday  morning  children’s  matinees  were  discontinued  during 
August  and  September  and  during  the  whole  period  innumerable 
enquiries  were  dealt  with  in  the  Health  Department.  Many  of 
these  enquiries  were  concerned  with  the  closing  or  opening  of 
schools  of  various  types.  The  advice  given  was  that  under 
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epidemiological  circumstances  then  existing  it  would  be  quite 
unjustifiable  to  close  any  school  in  the  district  because  of  polio- 
myelitis. Many  enquiries  too,  were  received  about  swimming 
baths,  but  here  again,  if  properly  and  appropriately  supervised, 
the  danger  is  negligible  : it  is  considered  undesirable  however,  to 
let  the  baths  become  overcrowded.  Many  people  enquired  whether 
there  was  any  form  of  immunisation  available  against  poliomyelitis  ; 
unfortunately  the  answer  was  in  the  negative,  though  in  the  course 
of  the  next  few  years  it  is  hoped  that  a useful  immunising  agent 
may  be  developed. 

Scabies. 

The  scabies  and  cleansing  unit  continued  to  function  at  the 
Central  Welfare  Centre ; this  is  open  daily  for  women  and  children 
from  9.30  a.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  and  for  men  from  6 to  8 p.m. 


The  work  of  the  unit  was  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 
patients 

No.  of 

treatments 

Scabies 

Male  adults 

25 

50 

Females  Adults  ... 

27 

54 

School  Children  ... 

43 

86 

Children  under  5 years 

22 

Total 

106 

212 

Cleansing. 

Male  ...  ...  18 

Female  ...  — 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year,  458  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  38 
cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  or  re-notified  in 
the  city  (1952 — 470  and  48). 

A number  of  Coventry  patients  were  awaiting  admission  to 
Hertford  Hill  and  other  sanatoria  at  the  31st  December.  Vacancies 
in  sanatoria  are  available  from  time  to  time  for  Coventry  patients, 
but  this  is  now  dealt  with  as  a Hospital  Group  matter. 

For  further  details  of  tuberculosis,  note  comments  under 
•Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  page  52. 


REPORT  ON  THE  WORK  OF  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  IN 

COVENTRY 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 

Dr.  A.  Gordon  Evans  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  : — 

“The  number  of  Coventry  residents  X-rayed  during  the  year 
was  20,590.  This  was  rather  less  than  in  1953  (24,560),  but  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  mobile  unit  spent  more  time  in  the 
county  area.  Of  the  total  number  X-rayed,  282  (1.37%)  were 
found  to  have  tuberculous  lesions  of  sufficient  significance  as  to 
justify  referring  them  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation. 

With  the  exception  of  the  holiday  period,  the  static  unit  at 
Grove  House  has  been  operating  throughout  the  year.  This  is  in 
addition  to  the  mobile  unit  which  during  1953  was  in  Coventry 
for  approximately  months  and  in  other  areas  of  Warwickshire 
for  months.  (Both  units  were  closed  down  for  a period  of  one 
month). 

The  static  unit  concentrates  on  special  groups  which  include 
general  practitioners’  patients,  ante-natal  patients,  national  service 
recruits  for  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  hospital  nurses,  and  staffs  of 
the  Children’s  Department  and  school  meals  service  of  the 
Corporation. 

The  figure  of  20,590  Coventry  residents  X-rayed  during  the 
year  is  again  arrived  at  by  deducting  non-Coventry  residents  from 
those  surveys  carried  out  in  Coventry  and  adding  the  Coventry 
residents  from  those  surveys  carried  out  outside  Coventry.  Sp>ecial 
groups  are  again  excluded,  i.e.,  hospital  nurses,  students  from 
the  teachers’  training  college  and  national  service  recruits.  (It 
is  estimated  that  the  figure  quoted  is  within  the  limits  of  4-  or 

-x%)- 

Greater  use  ha^  been  made  of  the  Chest  Clinic  facilities  for 
investigating  other  chest  abnormalities  in  addition  to  tuberculosis, 
and  a large  number  of  patients  have  been  referred  both  for  general 
investigation  and  for  consultation  with  the  Thoracic  Surgeon. 

The  following  table  shows  the  break-down  of  the  total  number 
X-rayed,  the  number  of  tuberculous  and  non-tuberculous  cases 
referred  for  further  investigation  and,  of  the  tuberculous  cases, 
the  number  which  have  been  notified  up  to  ist  April,  1954. 
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Number 

Tuberculous  casas  referred  to 
Chest  Clinic 

Non-tuberculous 
cases  .referred  to 
Chest  Clinic 
or  Hospital 

GROUP 

X-rayed 

Number 

referred 

% 

of  total 
X-rayed 

Number 

notified 

% 

of  total 
X-rayed 

Number 

referred 

% 

of  total 
X-rayed 

1.  Organised  Surveys 
(Mainly  workers 
in  Industry) 

13,209 

135 

1.02 

59 

0.45 

46 

0.35 

2.  School  children  and 
Stafi  

263 

1 

0.38 

" 

3 

0.14 

3.  Doctors’  patients  at 
Grove  House 

5,469 

142 

2.61 

93 

1.70 

172 

3.14 

4.  Ante-natal  patients 
at  Grove  House  ... 

771 

3 

0.39 

2 

0.26  . 

“ 

5.  Miscellaneous 
groups  at  Grove 
House  

878 

1 

0.11 

• 

2 

0.23 

Totals 

20,590 

282 

1.37 

154 

0.75 

1 223 

1.08 

The  national  averag'e  of  active  cases  of  Tuberculosis  discovered 
(by  all  Mass  Radioigraphy)  was  0.335%. 

Group  2 was  a survey  of  a Boys’  Secondary  Modern  school 
which  was  made  in  order  to  provide  a comparison  with  the  girls 
school  carried  out  in  1952.  No  active  cases  were  found  in  the 
boys’  school. 

The  154  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  indicates  the 
important  part  which  Mass  Radiography  contributes  to  the 
discovery  and  diagnosis  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  Coventry. 

The  doctors’  patients  X-rayed  by  the  static  unit  are,  as  is  to 
be  expected,  the  principal  source  of  new  cases,  and  the  notification 
rate  of  ,1.70%  is  over  four  times  greater  than  the  national  average 
for  all  Mass  Radiography  units. 

The  number  of  new  cases  discovered  amongst  industrial 
workers  by  the  mobile  unit  (notification  rate  0.45%}  is  also 
slightly  higher  than  the  national  average. 

These  two  facts  show  that  whilst  there  is  a great  n^d  for 
miniature  X-ray  facilities  for  special  groups,  thereby  relieving  the 
hospitals  and  chest  clinic  of  a considerable  amount  of  routine 
work  and  saving  expenditure  on  largie  film,  there  is  also  a 
justification  for  the  continuance  of  the  mobile  unit  to  X-ray 
industrial  workers  and  other  non-specific  large  groups  . 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


Statistics  of  new  cases  seen  at  the  clinic  during  1953  show  a 
slight  increase  on  those  for  1952  {i.e.,  758  : 755)-  It  will  be 
recalled  that  the  peak  year  of  1946  gave  a figure  of  1,470.  It  is 
also  of  interest  to  record  that  of  the  758  new  cases  seen,  no 
less  than  569  were  later  proved  to  be  non-venereal. 

Further  commentary  is  given  on  page  53  under  Section  28  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

In  the  following  pages  I have  dealt  with  the  services  which 
come  within  the  terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  in  the 
following  order  : — 


Section  21. 


22. 

23- 

24. 

25- 

26. 

27. 

28. 
29- 
51- 


Health  Centres. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young-  Children. 
Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 
Domestic  Help. 

Mental  Health. 


Health  Centres 

Section  21 

In  accordance  with  Section  21  of  the  National  Health  Service 
.'Vet  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Local  Health  Authority  to  provide 
and  maintain  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Minister  premises  which 
shall  be  called  “Health  Centres”,  at  which  facilities  shall  be 
available  for  all  or  any  of  the  following  purposes  : — 

(a)  For  the  provision  of  general  medical  services,  under 
Part  IV  of  this  Act  by  medical  practitioners. 

(b)  For  the  provision  of  general  dental  services  under 
Part  IV  of  this  Act  by  dental  practitioners. 

(c)  For  the  provision  of  pharmaceutical  servioes  under 
Part  IV  of  this  Act  by  registered  pharmacists. 

(d)  For  the  provision  or  organisation  of  any  of  the 
services  which  the  Local  Health  Authority  are  required 
or  empowered  to  provide. 

(e)  For  the  provision  of  the  services  of  specialists  or  other 
services  provided  for  out-patients  under  Part  HI  of 
this  Act. 
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(/)  For  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Local 
Health  Authority  by  Section  179  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  or  Section  298  of  the  Public  Health  (London) 
Act,  1936,  for  the  publication  of  information  on 
questions  related  to  health  or  disease  and  for  the 
delivery  of  lectures  and  for  the  display  of  pictures  or 
cinematograph  films  in  which  such  questions  are  dealt 
with. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHU.DREN 

Section  22 


Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  1953  under  the  control  of  the 
department : — 

20  infant  welfare  centres  with  34  weekly  sessions. 

9 ante-natal  clinics  with  10  weekly  sessions. 

I post-natal  clinic  with  i weekly  session. 

The  20  welfare  centres  at  present  in  use  are  as  follows  : — 


^5 


In  addition  the  following  clinics  are  held  at  Gulson  Road : B.C.G. : Tuesday  and  Friday 

Paediatric : Friday 
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The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  various  city  infant 
welfare  centres  during-  the  year  was  61,137  (1952 — '61,098),  whilst 
the  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  numbered  8,168  (1952 — 
9.449)- 

The  arrang-ements  made  for. the  staffing:  of  the  centres  by 
part-time  state  regfistered  nurses  and  part-time  clinic  attendants 
have  continued  during-  1953,  and  there  are  8 nurses  and  10 
attendants  employed.  This  has  released  members  of  the  health 
visiting:  st^aff  for  their  more  essential  work  of  home  visiting. 

The  Broad  Street  Combined  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and 
School  Clinic  was  commenced  on  ist  February,  1954  and  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  finished  in  about  18  months.  This  building  when 
completed  will  provide  much  needed  modern  clinic  facilities  in  the 
Foleshill  area  and  will  be  a “harbinger”  of  similar  buildings 
contemplated  in  other  areas  of  the  City. 

The  proposed  joint  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and  School  Clinic 
at  Jardine  Crescent,  Tile  Hill  North  (formerly  Humphrey  Wanley 
Crescent),  is  still  under  consideration,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  hope  that  1954  will  see  a commencement  to  this  work.  I would 
also  hope  that,  in  the  course  of  a little  time,  general  practitioners 
in  the  Tile  Hill  area  will  see  their  way  clear  to  offer  general 
practice  facilities  within  a possible  extension  to  this  proposed 
building. 

An  additional  Infant  Welfare  Centre  was  opened  in  the  Church 
Hall,  Abbey  Road,  Whitley,  early  in  the  year  to  meet  the  demand 
in  that  newly  developed  area,  and  I understand  that  the  facilities 
have  been  much  appreciated  by  the  residents. 

In  August  following  a rather  destructive  fire  in  the  Church 
Hall  at  Radford,  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  previously  held  there 
was  transferrred  to  an  adapted  portion  of  the  annexe  to  Poole 
Road  Day  Nursery,  where  it  has  continued  to  function  quite 
satisfactorily. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  20/44,  routine 
arrangements  made  in  this  connection  still  continue  to  operate  as 
follows  : — 

The  notification  of  all  infants  under  lbs.  at  birth. 

The  availability  of  four  premature  baby  sets,  consisting 

of  treasure  cot  fitted  with  pockets  for  hot  water  bottles; 

rubber  hot  water  bottles ; 'mackintosh-covered  flock  pillow ; 

Gamgee  suits  and  Belcroy  feeders.  These  sets  have  been  in 

use  fourteen  times  during  the  year. 

Each  midwife  keeps  in  reserve  two  Gamgee  baby  suits  and  a 
maternity  outfit  for  use  in  emergency  cases. 
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Oxygen  supplies  are  available  at  the  Health  Department  and 
at  the  Ambulance  Station  also,  for  the  use  of  any  doctor  or  mid- 
wife. 

Special  carry  cots  are  available  at  the  Ambulance  Station  for 
the  transport  of  premature  babies  to  hospital  when  necessary. 

The  services  of  a consultant  paediatrician  are  available  on 
request  by  medical  practitioners  in  the  city. 

The  following  are  statistics  of  premature  births  occurring 
within  the  city  during  1953  : — 

*r.  The  number  of  live  premature  babies  notified  in  the  city 
was  183. 

2.  Of  the  above,  36  were  born  at  home,  138  in  Gulson 
Hospital  and  9 in  nursing  homes. 

3.  Of  those  born  at  home  (36),  14  were  transferred  to 
hospital  within  24  hours;  of  the  22  remaining  in  their 
own  homes,  2 died  in  the  first  24  hours  and  20  were  alive 
at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

4.  Of  those  born  in  hospital  (138),  21  died  in  the  first  24 
hours  and  102  were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

5.  Of  those  born  in  nursing  homes  (9),  none  died  in  the 
first  24  hours  and  9 were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one 
month. 

♦The  number  of  premature  babies  born  in  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hospital,  Keresley,  was  68.  These  are  not  included 
in  the  figure  183  shown  above,  as  the  hospital  is  situate  in  the 
county  area. 

Dental  Care. 

The  Senior  School  Dentist  (Mr.  M.  Raeside)  advises  me  that 
the  following  work  (see  table  below)  was  accomplished  during 
1953  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 
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The  depressing-  picture  still  remains,  and  I am  unable  to  report 
anything-  more  than  the  continuance  of  emerg-ency  treatment.  There 
is  no  immediate  prospect  for  the  renewal  of  that  “priority”  care 
which  we,  in  common  with  other  enlightened  maternity  and  child 
welfare  authorities,  were  able  to  give  to  expectant,  and  nursing 
mothers  and  their  young  children  in  the  past. 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods. 

Dried  milks  from  a selected  list  and  other  suitable  preparations 
are  stocked  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  either  for  sale,  or  if 
the  need  is  proved,  for  free  issue. 

During  the  j^ear  sales  to  the  value  of  ;^ii,io6  19s.  8d.  were 
made  at  the  various  centres ; this  compares  with  ;^9,864  7s.  od. 
in  1952,  and  ;^9,433  9s.  lod.  in  1951. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

Standardised  maternity  outfits  are  available  from  the  Health 
Department  for  the  needs  of  expectant  mothers  who  are  to  be 
confined  at  home.  A recommendation  signed  by  the  midwife  or 
doctor  is  required  before  issue. 

In  1953  the  number  of  such  outfits  issued  was  2,136.  Since 
5th  July  1948,  no  charge  has  been  made  for  these.  The  outfits 
have  been  modified  during  the  year  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
mothers  and  the  attendant  general  practitioners. 

Nursery  Provision. 

Day  Nurseries. 

The  nine  day  nurseries  have  continued  to  fill  a definite  need 
in  this  city  with  its  predominantly  artisan  population.  The  recovery 
from  the  setback  in  attendances  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report 
was  maintained,  and  for  the  second  half  of  1953  the  weekly 
attendances  averaged  1,797  average  number  of  children 

attending  was  340,  ranging  from  a maximum  of  362  to  a minimum 
of  307.  A comparison  of  the  use  being  made  of  the  different 
nurseries  at  the  31st  March,  1954,  showed  the  following  percentage 
attendance  of  places  provided  : Canley  78%,  Foleshill  56%,  Monks 
Park  78%,  Poole  Road  72%,  Queen  Philippa  87%,  Stoke  Green 
43%,  Whoberley  92%,  Windmill  Road  60%,  Wyken  66%. 

The  nursery  at  Monks  Park  opened  in  January  of  this  year 
has  settled  down  and  is  functioning  smoothly. 

The  replacement  nursery  at  Papenham  Green,  Canley,  has 
been  commenced  and  should  be  completed  towards  the  end  of 

1954- 

The  scheme  for  training  nursery  nurses  continues,  and 
during  the  year  12  nurses  have  received  their  N.N.E.B.  certificates. 

In  1953  there  were  475  places  for  children  in  the  nurseries 
and  296  children  made  72,161  attendances  during  the  year. 
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The  number  of  clays  upon  which  day  nurseries  were  open 
during  the  year  was  244. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  attendances  made 
and  the  number  of  places  at  each  day  nursery. 


DAY  NURSERY 

Number  of 
Places 

Attendances 

Total 

Attendances 

Age 

0 to  2 years 

Age 

2 to  6 years 

Canley 

60 

1,820 

4,173 

5,993 

Foleshill 

80 

5,081 

6,873 

11,954 

Monks  Park 

50 

3,178 

4,402 

7,580 

Poole  Road 

50 

2,123 

5,723 

7,846 

Queen  Philippa 

54 

4,581 

4,917 

9,498 

Stoke  Green 

55 

3,176 

5,757 

8,933 

Whoberley 

50 

2,828 

6,366 

9,194 

Windmill  Road 

36 

1,285 

2,553 

3,838 

Wyken 

50 

2,044 

5,281 

7,325 

Total  ... 

475 

26,116 

46,045 

72,161 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 
Mother  and  Baby  Home. 

We  still  feel  that  there  is  a need  for  a municipal  Mother  and 
Baby  Home,  and  this  project  will  be  given  further  detailed  con- 
sideration in  the  forthcoming  year  or  so. 

It  is  still  the  case  that  Part  III  accommodation  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act  is  very  limited  and  always  fully  occupied, 
so  that  the  Home  suggested  would  be  helpful  in  this  direction  also. 

Agency  arrangements  have  continued  with  St.  Faith’s  Shelter 
for  the  reception  of  such  unmarried  mothers  and  their  babies 
whose  care  and  maintenance  has  become  the  responsibility  of  the 
local  health  authority.  During  1953  there  were  52  mothers  and 
40  babies  dealt  with  at  this  shelter  on  our  behalf. 

In  addition,  the  department  has  accepted  responsibility  for 
the  maintenance  of  23  mothers  and  their  expected  children  in  other 
homes  {e.g.,  London,  Birmingham,  etc.). 

The  need  still  exists  for  a distinct  short-term  residential 
nursery  (as  stressed  in  my  previous  Annual  Report)  into  which 
any  mother  who  is  in  dire  straits  either  by  reason  of  illness, 
maternity  or  other  serious  cause  would  not  hesitate  to  send  her 
young  child(ren)  for  a brief  period  until  the  domestic  crisis  is  over 
or  under  control. 
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MIDWIFERY 

Section  23 

The  City  Council  is  the  local  supervising"  authority  under  the 
Midvvives’  Acts,  and  during-  the  year  1953  they  received  notice  of 
intention  to  practise  midwifery  from  the  following-  : — 

Municipal  Midwives,  including-  i Queen’s  Nursing-  Sister  38 
Midwives  employed  in  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  4 

Independent  domiciliary  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hospital  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

There  are  six  houses  and  two  flats  provided  by  the  Council 
for  municipal  midwives,  and  telephones  are  installed  in  all  mid- 
wives’ houses. 

The  liaison  between  general  practitioners  and  municipal 
midwives  is  generally  very  satisfactory. 

The  Council  have  also  approved  a loan  scheme  so  that  mid- 


wives  are  able  to  purchase  cars  and  repay  the 
period  of  four  years. 

A summary  of  statistics  is  given  below  ; — 

Council 

over  a 

No.  of  births  attended  : 

As  midwives  ...  1,661 

As  maternity  nurses  227 

i953‘ 

1952. 

1,888 

1,882 

No.  of  visits  paid  : — ■ 

(a)  Ante-natal 

11,568 

1 1,086 

(b)  Nursing  ... 

44,141 

45.066 

(c)  Special  visits 

(d)  Visits  to  patients  returned  from 

974 

1,102 

hospital 

5.304 

6,672 

(e)  No.  of  patients  returned  from  hospital 
for  nursing  at  home  before  the  14th 

day 

1.509 

T559 

No.  of  requests  sent  for  medical  aid  ... 

481 

551 

No.  of  cases  transferred  to  hospitals  ... 

No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  analgesia 

21 1 

1 16 

was  used 

1,480 

1,461 

No.  of  abortions  ... 

No.  of  advisory  attendances  made  at  ; 

30 

27 

(a.)  Ante-natal  clinics 

971 

887 

(b)  Post-natal  clinics 

125 

116 

No.  of  analgesic  machines  in  use  in  department 
No.  of  municipal  midwives  trained  to  use 

41 

44 

machines 

38 

43 
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The  independent  midwives  attended  34  confinements  during- 
the  year ; they  administered  gfas  and  air  analgfesia  in  26  cases 
and  sent  for  medical  aid  in  9 cases. 

The  number  of  births  occurring  in  private  nursing  homes  was 
283  ; here  there  were  277  gas-air  analgesic  administrations  and 
medical  aid  was  required  in  2 cases. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Section  24 

There  were  22  full-time  and  i part-time  health  visitors,  with 
four  full-time  and  i part-time  tuberculosis  visitors  in  the 
service  of  the  local  authority  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  they 
continued  to  offer  essential  domiciliary  advice  and  guidance  to 
mothers  and  their  children.  It  should  also  be  appreciated  that  the 
health  visitors  were  responsible  for  161  reports  relating  to  housing 
conditions  which  adversely  affected  the  health  of  Coventry  citizens. 

The  health  visiting  staff  continues  below  its  establishment 
although  the  position  is  somewhat  improved  by  the  incorporation 
on  to  the  working  staff  of  a number  of  now  qualified  students. 
The  scheme  for  students  still  continues,  and  further  recruitment 
from  this  source  is  anticipated. 

The  pilot  scheme  for  the  fusion  of  health  visitors  and  school 
nurses  into  a single  integrated  service  (see  introductory  letter)  has 
worked  very  satisfactorily  and  its  extension  to  further  zones  of  the 
city  is  now  being  considered.  The  whole  question  of  amalgamating 
the  health  and  school  health  medical  and  nursing  facilities  of  the 
local  authority  received  the  approval  of  the  City  Council  on  4th 
March,  1952. 

The  work  of  the  tuberculosis  visitors  is  referred  to  more 
conveniently  on  page  52  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act. 
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Health  Visiting  : Tabulation  of  Work. 


1 

1953 

1952 

Ante-natal  cases 

457 

516 

Notified  births 

4,428 

4,188 

Revisits  to  notified  births 

i 13,927 

15,127 

,,  ,,  Children  aged  1 — 5 years 

15,272 

19,063 

Infant  death  enquiries  . . 

99 

67 

Stillbirth  enquiries 

34 

51 

Visits  to  ophthalmia  oases 

9 

7 

,,  ,,  tuberculosis  oases 

3,329 

1,571 

,,  ,,  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases 

176 

229 

,,  ,,  other  infectious  diseases  .. 

55 

29 

,,  ,,  special  cases 

1,079 

1,026 

,.  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

— 

— 

,,  to  homes  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  contacts  of  poliomyelitis  .. 

229 

21 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  cerebro  spinal  fever 

1 

11 

B.C.G.  and  Medical  Research  Council  visits  . . 

346 

676 

Swahs  taken  of  diphtheria  contacts 

— 

11 

Sessions  at  Welfare  Centres 

3,714 

3,740 

ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 


1953- 

Cases  investigfated  ...  ...  ...  59 

Cases  treated  in  hospital  ...  ...  7 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cases  treated  in  Out-Patients  Dept.  37 
Treated  by  own  doctor  ...  ...  7 

Cases  treated  at  home  ...  ...  6 

Nature  of  Accidents.  ^953- 

Burns  and  scalds  ...  ...  ...  19 

Cuts  and  abrasions  ...  ...  18 

Head  injuries  ...  ...  ...  i 

Bruises  and  shock  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fractures  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Poisoning's  ...  ...  .••  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  7 


1952. 

40 

13 

14 

5 

4 

1952. 

16 

10 

6 
I 

5 

I 

I 


c 
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The  investigation  shows  that  burns  and  scalds  are  the  main 
cause  of  accidents  in  the  home,  although  the  percentage  compared 
with  last  year’s  figures  shows  a slight  decrease. 

Cuts  and  bruises  invariably  occur  because  of  juvenile  vitality 
and  it  is  difficult  to  control  the  exuberance  of  young  children  in 
small  homes. 

Certain  fractures  could  have  been  avoided  had  a little  more 
control  been  exercised. 

In  the  case  of  the  fractured  skull,  the  parents  did  not  realise 
that  a child  of  9^  month3  could  have  overcome  the  protection 
provided  when  he  fell  off  a couch.  Fortunately  the  child  made  a 
perfectly  good  recovery. 

Unfortunately  three  falls  resulted  in  tfie  destruction  of  several 
teeth. 

The  two  cases  of  poisoning  were  caused  by  one  child  drinking 
disinfectant,  and  the  other  swallowing  “Kwells”. 

An  electric  burn  was  caused  by  a child  putting  his  finger  in 
an  uncovered  electric  point. 

The  one  death  (a  case  of  asphyxia)  was  caused  by  the  mother 
taking  the  child  into  her  bed  when  both  had  had  a very  wakeful 
night.  The  mother  fell  asleep  and  the  child  was  suffocated. 

Generally  speaking,  mothers  are  becoming  more  conscious  of 
home  accidents  and  are  taking,  greater  care. 

HOIVIE  NURSING 

Section  25 

The  staff  engaged  in  the  Home  Nursing  Service  at  31st 
December,  1953,  was  as  follows  : — 

1 Superintendent 

2 Assistant  Superintendents 

51  Full-time  nurses  (including  3 'male  nurses) 

9 Part-time  nurses 
I Clerk-telephonist 

The  central  nurses’  home  is  sited  at  the  corner  of  Park  and 
Manor  Roads  and  consists  of  four  linked  houses  with  pleasant 
gardens.  During  the  year  a long  cherished  wish  of  the  Superin- 
tendent and  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  Inspector  was  realised  by  the 
provision  of  a new  and  up-to-date  “district  room’’.  This 
necessitated  certain  internal  alterations  and  these  were  carried  out 
by  the  City  Engineer’s  Department.  In  addition  a fairly  large 
programme  of  redecoration  was  carried  out  with  advantage  to  the 
bedrooms  and  sitting  rooms.  The  question  of  additional  accom.- 
modation  will  presently  become  a problem,  as  with  the  continued 
growth  of  the  work  the  necessity  for  increasing  the  staff  to  cope 
with  it  becomes  obvious.  Another  factor  is  that  there  is  an 
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increase  in  the  number  of  State  Registered  Nurses  now  taking 
their  Queen’s  training,  and  their  subsequent  success  and  avail- 
ability for  full-time  appointment  should  make  it  possible  to 
introduce  more  full-time  resident  nurses  rather  than  employ  part- 
time  staff  who  are  mainly  married  women  living  in  their  own 
homes. 

This  would  ease  the  administrative  position  because  part-time 
staff  do  not  work  during  weekends  or  on  national  holidays.  The 
extra  work  during  these  periods  falls  upon  the  resident  nurses — a 
position  which  could  lead  to  dissatisfaction  were  it  not  that  these 
nurses  are  imbued  with  a vocational  spirit  of  essential  service 
to  the  community. 

In  spite  of  repeated  advertisements  over  a considerable  period, 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  recruiting  suitably  qualified  and 
fully  experienced  applicants  for  Assistant  Superintendent’s  posts 
.in  Coventry.  This  is  a pity,  for  in  spite  of  the  abnormal  amount 
of  work,  the  service  is  happy  and  greatly  respected  and  appreciated 
by  the  community.  Moreover  it  is  singular  that  Coventry  has  a 
surplus  of  suitably  qualified  candidates  coming  forward  for  train- 
ing as  home  nurses ; it  would  be  unfortunate  for  the  sake  of  the 
domiciliary  sick  and  infirm  if  in  future  years  there  should  continue 
to  be  an  insufficiency  of  experienced  senior  staff  to  give  top  grade 
tuition  to  this  valuable  reservoir  of  potential  trainees. 

Statistics  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 


1953- 

1952. 

Total  number  of  cases  attended  ... 

6, 192 

5.637 

Number  of  new  cases  attended  ... 

5.501 

5,005 

Number  of  visits  made,  including  night 

visits 

195.230 

185,806 

Number  of  operations  attended  ... 

62 

85 

New  cases  referred  for  treatment  by  : — 

Private  doctors 

5.008 

4.337 

Health  Department 

249 

262 

Hospitals  ... 

244 

406 

5.501 

5,005 

Results  of  treatment  were  as  follows  : — 

Convalescent 

3,196 

2,638 

Sent  to  hospital  ... 

689 

490 

Relieved 

1,053 

1,302 

Died 

561 

516 

Remaining  under  care 

693 

691 

6,192 

5.637 
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The  expansion  of  the  work  has  continued,  and  with  a total 
of  195,230  visits  in  the  year  1953 — ^an  increase  of  9,424  over  1952 
— some  idea  of  the  public  demand  for  nursing'  services  will  be 
gathered. 

The  record  for  1953  is  again  one  of  constant  striving  to  meet 
all  demands  for  nursing  attendance,  and  a realisation  that  in  the 
past  four  years  (1950 — ^1953)  the  number  of  new  patients  has  gone 
up  by  43%,  the  total  cases  nursed  by  the  same  figure,  and  the 
total  visits  have  increased  by  28%,  will  impress  all  readers  with 
what  is  really  a tremendous  achievement.  Every  day  of  the 
365  in  the  year  538  homes  in  the  city  were  visited  by  the  nurses 
who  gave  treatment  to  ailing  patients ; more  patients  have  received 
more  visits  and  a larger  number  have  had  nursing  care  over  a 
longer  period. 

In  the  past  year  1,771  old  age  pensioners  have  received 
nursing  attention,  as  compared  with  1,270  in  1952.  There  is 
cause  for  satisfaction  in  this  position  however  because  it  appears 
to  support  the  contention  that  better  facilities  for  the  home  nursing 
and  treatment  of  the  elderly  sick  will  reduce  the  incidence  of  their 
removal  to  hospital. 

Pre-operative  and  post-operative  work  continues  to  increase, 
and  the  earlier  discharge  of  patients  from  hospitals  is  often 
contingent  upon  the  immediate  take  over  of  home  treatment  by  the 
district  nurses. 

A further  increase  of  over  10,000  in  the  number  of  antibiotic 
and  other  injections  is  recorded  (93,803 — '83,094). 

The  scheme  of  training  nurses  for  the  Queen’s  Certificate  has 
continued  during  the  year.  Nine  candidates  were  successful  in 
passing  their  examinations  in  1953,  and  ten  others  remained  in 
training  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

An  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  given 
in  the  following  table  : — ' 


No.  of  patients  on  the  books  at  ist  January 

6gi 

No.  of  new  patients  during  the  year  ... 

5,501 

No.  of  patients  on  the  books  at  31st  December  ... 

693 

No.  of  patients  nursed  during  the  year 

6,192 

No.  of  visits  paid 

... 

195,230 

Reason  for  Visit. 

No. 

of  Cases. 

Medical 

...  ...  ...  ... 

2,288 

Surgical 

... 

904 

Infectious  Diseases 

...  ...  ...  ... 

”3 

Tuberculosis 

...  ...  ...  ... 

312 

Maternal  Complications 

... 

41 

Others 

...  ...  ...  . 

322 

Nursing  and  attendance 

on  old  age  pensioners  ... 

yy  M M 

on  children  under  5 

441 

6,192 

37 


Injections  given  in  1953. 

Streptomycin  14,406;  penicillin  25,671;  insulin  41,809; 

morphia  3,485;  anahaemin  1,990;  mersalyl  3,113;  cytamin 

546;  calcium  75;  adrenalin  149;  vitamin  “B”  412;  prostigmin 

176;  progestin  212;  testoesterone  220;  anti-tetanus  3;  plexon 

82;  myocrycin  9;  hepitax  38;  vitamin  “K”  ii  ; neptal  1,126; 

benerva  89;  cardophyline  91.  Total  93,803. 

In  addition  to  these  figures,  the  Superintendent  or  her 
Assistants  made  3,441  supervisory  visits. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Section  26 

Facilities  for  vaccination  and  immunisation  continue  to  be 
available  through  the  department  although  the  routine  arrange- 
ments have  been  varied  somewhat. 

Supplies  of  vaccines  are  available  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment upon  request  by  the  doctors,  and  lymph  for  vaccination  is 
obtainable  from  the  Birmingham  City  Laboratory. 

It  was  again  considered  advisable  to  defer  all  diphtheria 
immunisations  during  the  summer  months  (June  to  October)  as  a 
precautionary  measure  in  view  of  the  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis. 

Immunisation. 

I have  previously  emphasised  the  great  benefit  derived  by  the 
city  and  by  the  country  generally  from  the  control  and  practical 
elimination  of  diphtheria  by  immunisation.  1 must  again  lay 
particular  stress  on  the  need  for  protecting  all  children  against 
diphtheria,  since  there  is  in  every  large  population  a proportion 
of  the  people  who  unknowingly  are  carriers  of  infection  and  from 
whom  the  unguarded  child  could  readily  pick  up  the  disease.  The 
mere  fact  that  in  1953  there  was  not  a single  case  of  diphtheria 
notified  (an  amazing  and  thrilling  situation  for  a city  of  over 
260,000  souls)  gives  not  the  slightest  grounds  for  complacency 
and  indeed  should  be  a matter  of  encouragement  to  parents  and  a 
spur  to  ensure  that  they  seek  protection  for  their  children  in 
future  years. 

Vaccination. 

Out  of  3,524  births,  some  1,508  were  vaccinated;  this  is 
equivalent  to  approximately  43  per  cent,  and  is  about  27  per  cent, 
higher  than  that  recorded  in  the  days  of  compulsory  vaccination 
prior  to  the  Act.  This  is  worthy  of  note  since  it  is  within  my 
recent  knowledge  that  some  local  authorities  were  tending  to  find 
considerable  reductions  in  their  vaccination  figures  as  compared 
with  the  pre-1948  “compulsory”  days. 

The  following  are  statistics  available  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1953  : — 

I.  Number  of  invitations  sent  out  : 

for  vaccination  ...  3,524 
for  immunisation  ...  3,524 
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Completed  Immunisations  and  Vaccinations. 


Infant 

Welfare 

Private 

Doctors 

Schools 

Totals 

(a) 

For  diphtheria  immunisation 

1,270 

LO15 

303 

2,588 

{b) 

Secondary  or  boosting 
injections 

216 

90 

1,766 

2,072 

ic) 

For  whooping  cough 
immunisation  only 

945 

638 

— 

L583 

id) 

For  vaccination 

713 

795 

— - 

1,508 

(«) 

For  revacci  nation 

21 

72 

— ' 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Section  27 

The  public  demand  for  ambulance  tran&port  reached  a still 
hig-her  record  for  the  year  1953.  The  number  of  persons  moved 
increased  to  112,636  with  a daily  average  of  308,  which  compared 
with  the  previous  highest  figures  (those  for  1952)  of  101,486 
patients  with  a daily  average  of  277.  The  steadily  increasing 
pressure  on  the  service  arises  from  several  causes : (i)  the 
increasing  population  which  it  serves  (250,400  in  1948  : 263,000 
in  1953);  (2)  the  development  in  the  hospital  services  for  the  area; 
(3)  the  development  of  the  transport  facilities  in  connection  with 
tbe  Occupation  Centre  for  mental  defectives ; and  (4)  the  marked 
Increase  in  the  evening  transport  requirements  of  our  Home 
Nursing  Service  with  the  development  of  their  antibiotic  injection 
work. 

During  the  year  the  agreement  governing  the  agency  arrange- 
ments between  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Hospital  Saturday 
Fund  Ambulance  Committee  expired  and  as  from  5th  July,  1953, 
a single  integrated  service  absorbing  the  personnel  and  vehicles  of 
both  participants  was  organised  under  the  direct  single  control  of 
the  Health  Committee. 

The  reorganised  service  was  provided  with  a staff  establish- 
ment as  follows  : — ' 


Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  •••  i 

Deputy  Superintendent  and  Sub-Officer  ...  i 

Sub-Officers  (Admin,  and  Control)  ...  2 

Shift  Leaders  •••  •••  •••  4 

Sub-Shift  Leaders  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

Mechanics  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 

Ambulance  Drivers — 'male  ...  ...  5^ 

Ambulance  Drivers — female  •••  •••  5 

Ambulance  Attendants — female  2 

Others  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  3 
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The  necessary  appointments  were  made  with  effect  from  the 
ist  July,  1953.  From  that  date  also  a new  agreement  was 
arranged  with  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  whereby  the  garage, 
certain  offices,  staff  and  control  rooms,  with  canteen  and  recreation 
rooms  were  leased  to  the  Health  Committee.  Alterations  were 
carried  out  to  modernise  the  staff  and  control  rooms  and  separate 
offices  were  provided  for  the  Superintendent,  the  Deputy  Super- 
intendent, and  the  Sub-Officers ; a general  office  also  was  provided. 
Twelve  roadworthy  vehicles  were  bought  from  the  Hospital 
Saturday  Fund,  together  with  certain  tools  and  spare  parts. 

The  transfer  was  effected  quietly  and  without  ceremony,  and 
1 think  it  is  true  to  say  that  it  has  settled  down  into  a keen 
comp>etent  service  well  directed  and  organised  for  its  essential 
work. 

An  interesting  fact  is  that  the  development  of  the  radio-tele- 
communication service  has  enabled  the  service  to  deal  with  a much 
greater  number  of  patients  for  a mileage  much  less  than  was 
anticipated.  The  figures  for  the  past  three  years  are  self- 


explanatory. 

1951.  1952.  1953. 

No.  of  patients  moved  ...  89,041  101,486  112,636 

No.  of  miles  travelled  ...  429,296  430,397  437)79i 

Average  mileage  per  patient  4.8  4.2  3.8 


This  average  is  well  below  that  for  county  and  county  borough 
services  throughout  the  country  and  it  is  in  no  small  part  due  to 
an  efficient  control  system  and  staff  using  to  the  fullest  advantage 
the  telecommunication  equipment  supplied.  An  extension  of  this 
to  all  our  vehicles  (15  only  are  at  present  fitted)  will  assist  still 
further  in  this  economy  of  both  money  and  effort. 

The  two  charts  which  appear  later  in  the  report  show  (i)  the 
average  and  maximum  number  of  patients  moved  each  day  of  the 
week  for  the  whole  year,  and  (2)  the  average  and  maximum 
number  of  patients  moved  during  three  hourly  periods  during  the 
24-hour  day. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Ambulance  Superintendent  (Mr.  F. 
Warwick)  for  the  following  interesting  report  on  the  service  : — 

Personnel. 

The  strength  of  the  service  on  31st  December,  1953,  was  as 
follows  : — 
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Superintendent 
Deputy  Superintendent 
Sub-Officers  ... 

Shift  Leaders 
Sub-Shift  Leaders  ... 
Ambulance  Drivers — ^male 
. , , , — ^female 


Female  Attendants  ... 
Mechanics 
Telephonist 
Handyman 


1 

1 

2 

4 

4 
55 

5 
2 

4 

I 

1 


Total 


8o 


This  is  two  below  the  authorised  establishment  of  82,  and 
includes  27  personnel  who  were  taken  over  from  the  Hospital 
Saturday  Fund  Ambulance  Service  on  5th  July,  20  new  personnel 
who  were  engaged  during  the  year,  less  10  others  who  left  the 
service.  Three  of  those  transferred  were  promoted  at  the  change- 
over— one  to  Deputy  Superintendent  and  two  others  to  Shift 
Leaders. 

The  health  of  the  personnel  has  generally  remained  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year.  A total  of  593  days  were  lost  through  ill- 
ness, and  only  17  days  for  other  reasons.  Two  staff  members  were 
called  upon  to>  undertake  their  annual  army  reserve  training,  which 
amounted  to  a joint  total  of  29  days. 

Duties  and  Leave. 

The  male  drivers  of  the  service  work  on  the  three  shift  system, 
with  hours  of  duty  as  follows  : 6 — 2 ; 2 — 'lo;  and  10 — 6;  while  the 
female  staff  work  only  during  the  daytime  period  of  8 — ^5  or  9 — 6. 

Alternate  40  and  48  hour  weeks  are  worked,  giving  an  average 
44-hour  week  for  all  personnel  who  are  paid  weekly.  A 
comparatively  small  amount  of  overtime  is  worked  as  required. 

Annual  leave  of  two  weeks  to  those  who  have  full  entitlement 
(a  proportion  if  not  so  qualified  by  length  of  service)  is  taken 
during  the  period  from  ist  April  to  30th  September,  whilst  a 
further  period  of  six  days  in  lieu  of  bank  holidays  worked  is 
taken  during  the  remaining  months  of  the  year  ending  on  31st 
March. 

During  the  year  112,636  patients  "were  carried  by  the 
ambulances  and  sitting  case  vehicles,  and  the  mileage  covered  by 
all  vehicles  was  437,791.  This  compares  with  the  previous  year’s 
figures  of  101,486  patients  and  430,397  miles,  giving  an  increase 
of  11,150  patients  for  an  addition  of  only  7,394  miles. 


A comparison  of  the  average  number  of  patients  removed  per 
day  over  previous  years  is  as  follows  : — 

5.7.48—  31.12.48  154  per  day 

1. 1. 49—  31.12.49  181  ,,  ,, 

1. 1. 50—  31.12.50  202  ,,  ,, 

I-I-5I— 31-12.51  244  ,,  ,, 

1. 1. 52— 31.12.52  277  ,,  ,, 

I- 1-53— 31-12-53  308  ,,  ,, 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  average  number  of  patients  removed 
per  day  has  been  increased  by  100  per  cent,  since  the  first  five 
months  of  the  National  Health  Service.  The  maximum  number 
of  patients  conveyed  in  any  one  day  was  466,  this  being  seven 
less  than  the  previous  maximum  established  on  14th  November, 
1952. 


Vehicles. 

The  operational  strength  of  vehicles  on  31st  December  was 
as  follows  : — ■ 

General  purpose  ambulances  ...  17 

Sitting  case  ambulances  ...  ...  6 

Sitting  case  cars  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  28 


New  vehicles  which  were  ordered  before  ist  January,  1953 
were  supplied  by  local  distributors  as  follows  : — 

General  purpose  ambulances  ...  ...  2 

6-seater  sitting  case  ambulances  ...  ■•.  2 

14-seater  sitting  case  ambulance  ...  ...  i 

Total  ...  5 

Six  ambulances,  having  been  replaced  by  new  vehicles,  were 
withdrawn  from  service  in  December,  and  after  repair  are  to  be 
sent  to  Yugoslavia  for  further  use  in  that  country. 

The  following  is  an  individual  record  of  each  vehicle  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 
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General  Purpose  Ambulances. 


I 

Fleet 
No.  1 

Registration 

No. 

Make._ 

H.P. 

Date 

Purchased. 

1953 

Mileage. 

Total 

Mileage. 

1 

1 

EVC 

858 

Humber 

27 

1939 

14,355 

Not  known 

GWK 

340 

27 

Oct. 

1947 

18,887 

110,327 

3 

GVC 

468 

27 

Feb. 

1948 

15,211 

107,377 

4 

GVC 

975 

27 

Mar. 

1948 

9,996 

108,UJi4 

5 

GKV 

211 

27 

Apr. 

1948 

12,706 

103,127 

6 

HEW 

967 

27 

Jan. 

1949 

12,478 

99,893 

7 

FYH 

107 

Morris 

16 

Aug. 

1949 

4,921 

Not  known 

8 

OMY 

446 

.-Vlbion 

26 

Dec. 

1947 

723 

Not  known 

19 

MWK 

219 

Bedford 

27 

Nov. 

1952 

3,274 

4,1(53 

20 

MWK 

220 

27 

Jan. 

1953 

2,912 

3,182 

21 

MWK 

221 

it 

27 

Feb. 

1953 

3,264 

3,540 

23 

FYH 

343 

Morris 

16 

8,671  , 

24 

FYH 

513 

>> 

16 

8,400 

25 

FYH 

527 

>> 

16 

Made  during 

9,993 

•26 

GXW 

229 

Austin 

27 

the  war 

15,198 

27 

GXY 

783 

Sf 

27 

years 

and 

19,647 

Not  known 

28 

GXY 

790 

27  y 

taken 

over 

14,581 

\ 

29 

GYF 

1 

27 

from 

the 

11,893  > 

All  over 

*30 

GYF 

2 

if 

27 

H.S.F.  on 

11,066 

150,000 

*31 

GYE 

995 

>> 

27 

5.7.53 

14,068 

32 

GYE 

988 

>> 

27 

21,015 

33 

FYH 

278 

Morris 

16 

9,872 

*34 

GYF 

28 

Austin 

27 

8,553 

* These  vehicles  were  withdrawn  from  service  during  December,  1953. 


Sitting  Case  Ambulances. 


14 

MHP 

579 

Morris 

14 

Aug. 

1952 

13,962 

20,663 

15 

MWK 

315 

14 

Dec. 

1952 

16,724 

17,972 

16 

MWK 

316 

14 

Dec. 

1952 

16,095 

17,464 

17 

MWK 

317 

14 

Feb. 

1953 

13,804 

14,062 

18 

MWK 

318 

14 

Feb. 

1953 

13,545 

13,842 

22 

MKV 

288 

Karrier 

16 

May 

1953 

9,770 

10,014 

Sitting  Case  Cars. 


9 

HHP 

664 

Humber 

Hawk 

14 

Sept. 

1948 

16,555 

118,594 

10 

JDU 

346 

14 

July 

1949 

19,068 

87,990 

11 

JHP 

32 

■ 14 

Aug. 

1949 

24,642 

104,249 

12 

JEW 

242 

14 

Nov. 

1949 

20,901 

89,564 

13 

JEW 

635 

■■ 

14 

Jan. 

1950 

21,041 

95,260 

Total  General  purpose  ambulance  mileage  251,684 
Total  sitting  case  ambulance  mileage  ...  83,900 

Total  sitting  case  car  mileage 102,207 


Total  mileage — all  vehicles 


437,791 
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Of  the  ambulances,  one  is  reserved  entirely  for  the  conveyance 
of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases. 

An  additional  Albion  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Civic  Airport 
is  garaged  and  maintained  at  the  ambulance  station,  from  which 
it  is  taken  to  the  airport  daily  by  personnel  from  this  department. 

Two  other  utility  vehicles  and  one  van  are  kept  at  the 
ambulance  station,  the  latter  belonging  to  the  Civil  Defence 
Corps ; it  is  used  mainly  for  civil  defence  during  tuition. 

Petrol  Supplies. 

Petrol  supplies  throughout  the  year  have  been  obtained,  in 
accordance  with  the  Council’s  bulk  purchasing  arrangements,  for 
the  500  gallon  storage  tank  situated  at  the  ambulance  station. 
From  this  pump,  apart  from  the  City  Ambulance  vehicles,  all 
vehicles  of  the  Health  Department  are  supplied  with  petrol,  as 
well  as  some  ambulance  services  vehicles  from  other  areas,  which 
come  to  or  pass  through  Coventry  and  produce  the  standard 
requisition.  The  amount  due  is  then  charged  to  the  authority 
concerned.  Likewise,  Coventry  Ambulance  Service  vehicles  have 
on  several  occasions  obtained  petrol  from  other  authorities  when 
engaged  on  long  distance  journeys.  Engine  oil  is  also  purchased 
in  accordance  with  the  bulk  purchasing  arrangements. 

Method  of  Transmission  of  Calls. 

.lAll  telephone  messages  are  received  through  our  own  switch- 
board (telephone  number  Coventry  5041-2-3).  The  City  Police, 
City  Fire  Brigade,  Gulson  Hospital  and  Coventry  and  Warwick- 
shire Hospital  are  all  connected  by  private  lines.  An  additional 
hand-operated  telephone  is  used  from  the  control  kiosk  at  the 
hospital  direct  to  the  control  room  at  the  ambulance  station. 

Most  999  emergency  calls  from  the  immediately  surrounding 
county  districts  are  by  agreement  routed  to,  and  usually  dealt  with 
by  the  Coventry  Ambulance  Service.  Plans  are  in  hand  with  the 
telephone  engineers  for  the  provision  of  a separate  telephone 
to  receive  all  999  messages  at  the  control  room.  This  will  be  a 
great  improvement  in  the  operation  of  the  ambulance  service. 

All  messages  are  passed  to  the  ambulance  crews  either  in 
writing  on  prescribed  forms  or  over  the  radio-telephone. 

Telecommunications. 

This  method  of  communication  with  vehicles  out  on  the  road 
leads  to  a considerable  saving  in  mileage  and  offers  a higher 
rate  of  efiiciency  to  the  public  when  accident  and  emergency  calls 
are  being  dealt  w;ith.  It  is  possible  to  arrive  at  the  scene  of  an 
accident  within  ten  minutes  of  receiving’ a call,  even  though  the 
incident  may  be  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  or  surrounding 
districts. 

Due  to  the  continued  use  of  V.H.F.  radio,  the  average 
mileage  per  patient  is  again  reduced  to  3.8  compared  with  5.3  in 
1950  before  the  equipment  was  installed. 
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Occupation  Centre,  Bums  Road. 

Extra  demands  have  been  made  on  the  Ambulance  Service  in 
providing-  additional  transport  for  taking  mental  defectives  to 
and  from  the  Occupation  Centre  daily.  The  closest  co-operation 
is  maintained  between  the  Mental  Health  Section  and  the 
Ambulance  Service  in  arranging  for  the  extra  transport  as  and 
when  it  is  required.  Three  vehicles  are  now  used  for  this  purpose 
each  morning  and  evening.  The  transport  of  the  pupils  to  the 
Occupation  Centre  accounts  for  14,265  of  the  total  number  of 
patients  carried  during  the  year. 

Treatment  at  the  Royal  Pump  Rooms,  Leamington  Spa. 

Patients  are  taken  each  day  from  their  homes  in  Coventry  to 
the  Pump  Rooms  at  Leamington  for  various  forms  of  Spa  treat- 
ment. In  addition,  two  journeys  are  made  each  week  to  take 
children  from  Baginton  Fields  Special  School  for  treatment  at 
Leamington. 

An  ambulance  enquiry  kiosk  in  the  Out-Patients  Hall  at 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  is  occupied  during  the  day- 
time by  a member  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
receive  all  requests  for  transport  of  patients  from  the  various 
hospital  departments,  to  correlate  and  co-ordinate  them,  and  then 
pass  them  on  to  the  control  room  at  the  ambulance  station.  This 
system  continues  to  reduce  the  amount  of  waiting  time  for  patients 
and  to  obviate  the  duplication  of  requests  and  of  journeys. 

No  vox  Resuscitators. 

During  the  year  the  “Novox”  resuscitators  were  used  on  14 
occasions  on  patients  who  had  collapsed  or  who  were  suffering 
from  asphyxia.  On  five  occasions  the  patients  were  successfully 
restored  to  consciousness,  but  in  the  remaining  nine  cases  they 
were  either  already  dead  or  too  deeply  affected  for  the  apparatus 
to  be  of  use.  In  accordance  with  recommendations  by  the  medical 
profession,  our  five  sets  have  been  converted  to  use  oxygen  instead 
of  a mixture  of  oxygen  and  carbon  dioxide. 

On  ten  occasions  during  the  year  two  or  more  ambulances 
were  required  to  attend  at  accidents  where  a number  of  persons 
had  received  injuries. 

Additional  strain  was  placed  upon  the  ambulance  service 
during  the  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis,  when  owing  to  the  pressure 
on  the  City  Isolation  Hospital,  Coventry  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  Little  Bromwich  Isolation  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

It  is  distressing  to  note  the  number  of  accidents  occurring  in 
the  homes  of  the  public,  whereby  children  and  sometimes  elderly 
people  receive  serious  burns  by  reason  of  unguarded  fires.  Children 
wearing  inflammable  nightdresses  are  included  amongst  the 
victims. 

Two  calls  to  aircraft  crashes — both  just  outside  the  city — 
were  received.  In  one  case  there  were  no  injuries;  in  the  other 
the  pilot  received  slight  injuries. 
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Additional  duties  have  devolved  upon  the  Ambulance  Service 
because  of  the  increasing  use  by  the  Group  Hospital  Management 
Committee  of  their  hospitals  in  Nuneaton,  Rugby  and  Warwick 
for  Coventry  patients.  The  increasing  use  made  of  the  Malvern 
Hospital  for  tuberculous  patients  from  Coventry  has  further 
extended  the  calls  on  the  service. 

Full  use  is  made  of  the  facilities  offered  by  British  Railways 
for  the  transport  of  patients  to  distant  places  by  rail. 

Occasional  abuses  of  the  ambulance  service  facilities  and  a 
few  difficulties  occur  from  time  to  time,  but  these  have  dwindled 
to  negligible  proportions  and  are  dealt  with  by  the  officer  on  duty”. 

Civil  Defence. 

As  part  of  the  civil  defence  training  programme,  several  series 
of  first  aid  lectures  have  been  arranged  at  the  ambulance  station 
for  volunteers  in  the  ambulance  section  of  the  corps.  A certain 
amount  of  driving  tuition  has  also  been  given. 

Six  vehicles  were  used  when  the  Civil  Defence  mobile  column 
visited  the  city  during  November  for  a large  scale  exercise. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  PATIENTS  CONVEYED 
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Analysis  of  Patients  Conveyed  in  Journeys  out  of  Town 

Total 

Patients  discharged  or  after  treatment  at  Coventry 
Hospitals  to  places  outside  City  

68 

Patients  for  or  after  treatment  in  Hospitals  or  Clinics 
outside  Coventry  

6,652 

Patients  discharged  from  Hospital,  Nursing  Home  or 
Convalescent  Home  outside  Coventry  

1,268 

Removals  from  Houses  in  Coventry  to  Houses  in  other 
towns  

12 

Admissions  to  Hospital,  Nursing  Home  or  Convalescent 
Home  outside  Coventry  

746 

Transfers  from  Coventry  Hospitals  to  Hospitals  or  Con- 
valescent Homes  outside  Coventry  or  return  

2,561 

Total  ... 

11,307 

Number  of  Journeys  of  over  50  miles  radius  from  Coventry 

127 

Comparative  Table. 


1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

No.  of  Ambulances 

23 

24 

20 

21 

22 

No.  of  Cars 

5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

No.  of  paid  staff 

80 

79 

81 

74 

68 

No.  of  journeys 

Ambulances 

30,329 

29,526 

32,860 

30,856 

28,326 

Cars 

7,106 

8,336 

6,319 

6,380 

5,662 

Total 

37,435 

37,862 

39,179 

37,236 

33,988 

No.  of  Patients 

Ambulances 

100,215 

87.929 

79,080 

68,940 

56,969 

Cars 

12.421 

13,557 

9,961 

9,099 

9,136 

Total 

112,636 

101,486 

89,041 

78,039 

66,105 

% increase  over 

previous  year 

10.98 

13.97 

14.00 

18.05 

Total  Mileage 

Ambulances 

335,584 

301,252 

317,574 

308,922 

259,602 

Cars 

102,207 

129,145 

111,7^ 

118,069 

87,409 

Total 

437,791 

430,397 

429,296 

426,991 

347,011 

% increase  over 

previous  year 

1.71 

.25 

.53 

23.04 
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CHART  SHOWING  THE  DAILY 
MAXIMUM  & DAILY  AVERAGE 
NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  REMOVED 
THROUGHOUT  THE  YEAR. 


CHART  SHOWING  THE  DAILY 
AVERAGE  DEMAND  FOR 
AMBULANCE  TRANSPORT 
IN  THREE  HOURLY  PERIODS 
DURING  THE  24  HOURS  OF 
THE  DAY. 


SUN  I 


SUN  1 

MON  1 

TUE  1 

WED  1 

thurI 

FRI 

SAT 

— r 

DAILY 

MAXIMUM 

CSHADED) 

92 

435  . 

448 

454 

4 39 

466 

186 

DAILY 

e^VEPA 

GE  <WHITE  LINE> 

62 

373 

392 

392  1 396 

399  1 141 

maximum  daily  demand  during  each  period. 

18  I 7 I 142  I 163  I 159  | 144  | 37  I 20 

AVERAGE  DAILY  DEMAND  CWHITE  LINE) 

2-8  1 1-2  |65-5  I 82-7  I 80-6  I S7-7  I 10-9  I 6-9 
TOTAL  YEARLY  DEMAND  DURING  EACH  PERIOD, — 
lOSoj  465  123913  1^192  129422!  2l07s|  3994  I 2525 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PATIENTS 
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FROM 

C.  & W. 

j Hospital 

Keresley 

j Hospital 

Gulson 

j Hospital 

City 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Highview 

Hospital 

Annexes 

Nursing 

Homes 

Dover  Street 

Clinic 

Paybody 

j Hospital 

Allesley 

Hall 

— 

^38 

Home 

26,134 

2,301 

4,075 

829 

161 

20 

151 

1,865 

162 

18 

91 

C.  & W.  Hospital 

1 

642 

549 

257 

9 

22 

3 

2 

15 

292 

— 

Gulson  Hospital 

278 

72 

— 

334 

35 

7 

5 

— 

1 

1 

117 

Keresley  Hospital  . . 

551 

— 

44 

34 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

238 

Dover  Street  Clinic 

4 

Paybody  Hospital  . . 

5 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48 

— 

Allesley  Hall 

82 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

— 

— 

City  Isolation  Hospital 

266 

24 

426 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Nursing  Homes 

— 

6 

6 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

The  Towers  . . 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kenilworth  Conv’l  Home  . . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pump  Room,  Leamington 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gulson  Road  Clinic.  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Highview  Hospital  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Annexes 

35 

— 

6 

— 

12 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Railway  Stations 

Other  Local  Hosp.  or  Clinics 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

Out  op  Town  Hospitals 

Burns  Road  Centre.  . 

TOTALS  . . 

27,361 

3,045 

5,114 

1,460 

217 

88 

163 

1,867 

222 

359 

451 

Plus  : — 


■ PATIENTS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  CLASSIFIED 


Street 

Collapse 

Home 

Sport 

School 

Children 
AT  Play 

Work 

Factory 

Mines 

1,282 

686 

1,305 

134 

161 

no 

169 

74 
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!>NVEYED  DURING  1953 


t- 

II 

Su 

Coventry 
Chest  Clinic 

Home 

Pump  Room, 
Leamington 

Convalescent 

Homes 

Warwick 

1 Central 

1 Hospital 

Railway 

Station 

other 

1 Hospitals 

Other 

Climes 

The  Towers, 

Kenilworth 

Kenilworth 

Convalescent 

Home 

Work 

Burns  Road 

Centre 

TOTAL 

{2 

816 

144 

3,025 

51 

119 

84 

1,109 

216 

— 

— 

— 

7,137 

48,560 

r 

— 

28,680 

— 

— 

14 

9 

262 

— 

1 

10 

1 

— 

30,769 

— 

3,039 

— 

112 

4 

16 

103 

— 

876 

281 

— 

— 

5,281 

h 

— 

2,466' 

— 

7 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3,354 

»— 

1 - 

— 

1,977 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,016 

— 

203 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

283 

— 

— 

203 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

328 

) j 

— 

413 

— 

5 

— 

1 

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1,241 

1 

— 

26 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

— 

484 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

487 

— 

49 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

— 

3,022 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

745 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3,776 

1 

— 

258 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

798 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1,062 

- 

— 

3 

11 

r 

— 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

96 

— 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48 

191 

— 

1,013 

760 

— 

— 

— 

81 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,673 

— 

981 

981 

- 

— 

7,128 

7,128 

H3 

816 

50,138 

3,793 

176 

138 

no 

1,750 

1,782 

877 

291 

1 

7,137 

108,198 

CCIDENT  AND  EMERGENCY  JOURNEYS. 


r— 

Public 

Maternity 

Illness 

Flying 

Services 

Total  No. 

Total  No. 

Place 

1 

Accidents 

Not  Req’d 

OF  Journeys 

OF  Patients 

155 

r— 

9 

81 

1 

212 

4,434 

4,438 

Total  Number  of  Patients  conveyed  during  year — 112,636 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

Section  28 


The  scheme  of  the  City  Council  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  continued  to  function  insofar  as  it 
was  practicable  during  1953.  The  routine  services  in  regard  to 
Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Disease,  Health  Education  and  the 
Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Appliances  have  progressed 
and  developed  within  reasonable  limits.  The  scheme  for  Meals  for 
the  Sick  and  Aged  which  commenced  in  July,  1949,  continues  to 
function  most  satisfactorily  and  is  referred  to  later  on  page  53. 


Tuberculosis. 

Domiciliary  visitation  of  tuberculosis  patients  is  considered 
of  major  importance  in  the  department,  as  indeed  are  all  those 
methods  designed  to  reduce  the  incidence  and  mortality  of  this 
disease. 

There  were  4 full-time  and  i part-time  tuberculosis  visitors 
available  on  the  staff  during  the  year  and  they  continue  to  do 
excellent  work,  both  on  the  district  and  in  co-operating  with  appro- 
priate staff  at  the  Chest  Clinic  (The  Quadrant). 

During  the  year  under  review  the  visitors  made  475  visits  to 
new  cases  and  the  total  number  of  visits  to  all  tuberculous  cases 

was  4,148  compared  with  1,800  in  1952.  The  visitors  were  also 

responsible  for  137  reports  on  housing  circumstances  of  special 
cases. 

In  1953,  3 shelters  were  issued  by  the  department  to  tuber- 
culous patients,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  all  of  these  were  in 
use  by  patients  within  the  city. 

The  provision  of  free  milk  to  tuberculous  patients  has 
continued  during  the  year  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : 

No.  of  persons  receiving  milk  at  ist  January,  i953  247 

No.  of  additional  persons  allowed  milk  during  1953  306 

Total  number  who  received  milk  during  1953  ...  533 

No.  of  persons  receiving  milk  at  31st  December,  1953  334 

Cost  during  year  ended  3is.t  December,  1953  •;^6,i56 


All  applications  for  free  milk  are  subject  to  enquiry  by  the 
tuberculosis  visitors,  and  their  reports  are  carefully  scrutinised 
before  milk  is  authorised.  All  applications  are  reconsidered 
quarterly. 

Sputum  flasks  and  disinfectants,  etc.,  were  supplied  to  appro- 
priate cases  as  also  were  beds  (in  some  cases  on  loan),  bedding  and 
personal  clothing  to  the  following  extent  ; — 


Number 


Number  of  Articles  involved 


of  cases 
involved 

Blankets 

Pillows 

Pillow 

Cases 

Quilts 

Beds 

Mattresses 

Sheets 

Bed- 

rests 

8 

3 

S 

3 

8 

8 

7 

4 

— 
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Some  of  the  cases  applying"  for  assistance  were  tuberculous 
patients  in  receipt  of  allowances  from  the  National  Assistance 
Board,  and  the  Board  accepted  responsibility  for  the  provision  of 
beds  and  bedding^. 

During^  the  year  several  cases  occurred  where  patients  in 
Sanatoria  were  discharged  direct  to  flats  provided  by  the  Housing 
Committee.  The  Health  Committee  has,  in  such  cases  assisted 
by  providing  beds  and  bedding,  and  the  National  Assistance  Board 
has  agreed  to  consider  applications  for  assistance  in  purchasing 
other  household  equipment  before  the  patient  is  discharged, 
provided  the  equipment  cannot  be  obtained  from  the  Housing 
Committee  or  from  voluntary  sources.  A limited  amount  of  gift 
furniture  has,  in  fact,  been  distributed  in  these  cases. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  Health  Committee  co- 
operate with  the  staff  at  the  hospital  treatment  centre,  and  during 
1953  were  responsible  for  approximately  100  visits  to  defaulters 
from  clinic  treatment. 

Cancer. 

The  health  visitors  also  made  approximately  50  visits  to  cancer 
sufferers  during  1953.  These  were  at  the  request  of  and  by 
arrangement  with  the  medical  staff  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwick- 
shire Hospital  and  were  of  the  nature  of  follow-up  visits  to  post- 
operative cases  with  this  complaint. 

Meals  for  the  Sick  and  Aged. 

The  Mobile  Meals  Service  has  now  functioned  approximately 
4^  years  and  experience  has  shown  that  it  continues  to  justify 
itself  as  part  of  the  social  service  and  to  prove  its  worth  for  the 
benefit  of  those  physically  unable  to  prepare  their  own  meals  and 
who  have  no  relatives  or  friends  to  do  it  for  them.  Local  medical 
practitioners  are  making  full  use  of  the  service  in  appropriate 
cases. 

The  service  was  designed  to  cater  initially  for  a maximum  of 
100  persons,  and  from  approximately  40  meals  per  day  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  scheme  the  number  has  increased,  there  being 
an  average  of  96  meals  per  day  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1953- 

Meals  continue  to  be  provided  on  five  days  each  week  (Monday 
to  Friday)  from  the  two  specially  adapted  delivery  vans  which 
are  manned  by  part-time  personnel. 

The  service  has  certain  novel  features  which  make  it  very 
suitable  to  handle  the  meals,  which  are  carried  in  special  (individual 
F>ortion)  insulated  food  carriers,  each  carrier  holding  five  meals. 

The  following  figures  will  give  some  indication  of  how  the 
service  functioned  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 
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Total  number  of  meals  supplied  ... 

24,819 

Average  number  per  day  {i.e.  five  days  per  week) 

96 

Cost  of  purchasing  meals 

£2,o6S 

5s.  od. 

Contributions  from  recipients 

os.  yd. 

Net  Cost 

£^94^ 

45-  5d. 

Mileage  run  by  two  vans  (approximate)  ... 

13,520 

Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus.  i 

The  Health  Department  continues  to  supply  on  loan  a fairly  ^ 
wide  rang’e  of  sick  room  appliances,  which  are  augmented  as  the  i 
occasion  demands.  The  equipment  is  available  to  applicants  on  } 
hire  at  very  reasonable  charges,  and  in  some  cases  free  of  charge.  { 

A periodical  check  on  all  hirings  is  made  especially  in  those  ^ 
cases  where  no  charge  is  made.  It  is  unfortunately  true  that  some  , 
people  are  very  careless  with  public  property.  4 

Health  Education.  ] 

In  previous  Annual  Reports  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  J 

growing  importance  of  Health  Education.  The  general  public  ^ 

are  obviously  becoming  more  “health  conscious”  and  are  taking  ■! 
much  greater  interest  than  ever  before  in  matters  concerning  « 
physical  and  mental  wellbeing.  This  is  surely  a good  sign  and  1 

provides  a practical  fillip  to  the  old  adage  “prevention  is  better  'ij 

than  cure” — as  indeed  it  always  will  be. 

The  preventive  approach  to  medicine  has  shown  astounding  j 
success  in  the  past  by  eliminating  such  infectious  diseases  as  3 

cholera,  smallpox,  typhoid,  and  latterly  diphtheria.  Increasing  ^ 

regard  is  now  being  given  to  certain  more  protractile,  insidious  or 
obscure  diseases  and  bodily  conditions  (infectious  or  otherwise) 
such  as  cancer,  poliomyelitis,  rheumatism  or  indeed  congenital  ) 
defects.  Moreover  in  the  light  of  recent  advances  in  medical  j 
science,  who  is  to  say  that  a mastery  of  any  or  all  of  these  diseases  ^ 
may  not  be  many  years  distant.  t 

It  is  evident,  because  the  multifarious  implications  of 
preventive  health  education  are  meant  to  have  a potent  yet 
beneficial  impact  upon  public  opinion,  that  concentrated  and  \ 

continuous  attention  should  be  given  to  this  very  important  subject.  J 
Inevitably  such  measures  imply  increased  expenditure  whether  upon 
experienced  staff  and  or  for  material  and  equipment.  The  eventual  ' 
savings  accruing,  however,  by  better  community  health  would  more  ' 
than  compensate  for  any  such  outlay. 

The  Health  Department  continues  its  close  association  with 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  to  which  is  made  an  i 
annual  grant.  The  Central  Council  in  turn  makes  its  contribution 
by  offering  a wide  range  of  health  propaganda  material.  Special  ; 

stands  for  the  display  of  interchangeable  health  topics  are  regularly 
used  to  attract,  for  example,  the  interest  of  mothers  and  others 
attending  the  municipal  clinics.  ' 
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Numerous  lectures  and  informal  talks  (often  pictorially 
illustrated  with  film  strips)  have  been  g-iven  to  various  organisa- 
tions and  groups  during  the  year  by  different  members  of  the 
departmental  staff. 

Convalescence. 

The  City  Council  has  accepted  financial  responsibility  for 
hospital  patients  needing  essential  recuperative  convalescence 
following  their  treatment.  Such  cases  are  recommended  by  the 
consultant  staff  and  passed  to  the  hospital  almoners  for  allocation 
to  acceptable  convalescent  homes. 

All  applications  are,  of  course,  scrutinised  by  the  Medical 
Ollicer  of  Health  prior  to  recommendation  to  the  Health 
Committee. 

Of  the  applications  submitted  143  were  approved  and  accepted 
as  a charge  on  the  Health  Committee.  The  143  cases  were 
accepted  for.  j>eriods  of  2,  3 or  4 weeks’  convalescence  in  various 
seaside  homes,  and  of  these  14  were  granted  an  extension  of  the 
original  period  based  on  further  medical  representations. 

The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  these  patients  to  the  depart- 
ment during  the  current  year  was  y(^i,6g2. 

In  addition,  in  1953,  travelling  facilities  were  provided  by 
way  of  rail  or  ’bus  fares  at  a cost  of  ;^43i  9s.  6d. ; 146  patients 
with  72  escorts  were  paid  for;  the  Education  Committee  refunded 
the  Health  Committee  to  the  extent  of  £178  19s.  lod.  for  the 
journeys  of  46  school  children  with  72  escorts. 

In  accordance  with  the  authority  contained  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  85,  travelling  facilities  were  made  available  to 
relatives  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  patients  in  hospitals  outside 
Coventry.  384  travel  warrants  were  so  issued  to  the  relatives  of 
26  patients  throughout  the  year  ; the  cost  amounted  to  ;^204  7s.  5d. 

A comparison  of  the  extent  and  the  cost  of  these  services  in 


the  last  two  years  they  have  operated  is  as  follows  : — 

1953-  ^952- 

.Applications  for  convalescence  received  ...  143  163 

,,  ,,  ,,  approved  ...  143  163 

,,  ,,  extension  ...  ...  ...  14  n 

Cost  of  maintenance  in  convalescent  homes  ...  ;^i692  £^397 

Travel  facilities  provided — ^No.  of  patients  ...  146  i35 

Cost  of  such  ;^43 1/9/6  £3^2/817 

Visiting  facilities  for  relatives  : — ■ 

No.  of  patients  visited  ...  ...  ...  26  2 

No.  of  travel  vouchers  granted  ...  384  9 

Cost  £20^l7ls  £^IoI8 
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HOME  HELPS  SERVICE 

Section  29 


The  staff  engaged  in  this  section  of  the  department  at  31st 
December,  1953,  was  as  follows  : — 

1 Supervisor 

2 Assistants  to  the  Supervisor 

3 Clerks 

123  Home  Helps 


A summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  shows  : — 


The  total  number  of  cases  attended  ... 

Maternity  cases 

Illness  and  chronic  sickness 

Infirm  and  aged 

Tuberculosis 

Other  cases  ••• 

The  year’s  records  show  : — ■ 

1952  applicants  still  on  books 
Applications  in  1953 
Advance  applications  for  1954 
Cases  actually  assisted 
Applications  (a.)  Withdrawn 

(b)  refused  to  accept  help  ... 

(c)  not  eligible 

Applications  still  on  books  at  31.12.53  ... 

Total  number  of  visits  to  homes  by  ho'me  helps 


834 

197 

327 

291 

12 

7 


253 

755 

63 
834 

22 

64 

25 

294 

12,803 


The  Supervisor  (Mrs.  E.  Marshall)  reports  that  the  demands 
upon  the  service  have  continued  to  increase  slightly  and  she 
emphasises  the  point  made  last  year  that  the  service  is  more  and 
more  taking  its  part  in  providing  for  the  care  and  well-being  of 
the  sick  and  aged  at  home.  The  home  help  and  home  nursing 
services  are  respectively  helping  to  keep  many  people  out  of 
hospital  and  expediting  and  easing  the  early  return  of  many  from 
hospital  to  their  own  homes. 


The  question  of  decentralising  the  work  by  setting  up  a 
branch  office  with  attached  outdoor  staff  for  the  Bell  Green/ 
Foleshill  areas  was  considered  during  the  year,  but  was  deferred 
mainly  on  financial  grounds.  The  transfer  by  the  Housing  Depart- 
ment of  numbers  of  elderly  couples  to  bungalows  and  flats  on 
certain  of  the  new  housing  estates  has  occasioned  a decided 
re-arrangement  of  work  for  many  home  helps.  To  meet  this,  it 
was  thought  desirable  to  re-deploy  the  services  available  by  setting 
up  first  one  branch  office  with,  possibly,  others  later  as  circum- 
stances required.  This  suggestion  must  now  await  a more  favour- 
able opportunity  to  be  put  into  operation. 

All  applications  for  necessary  assessment  are  referred  to  the 
City  Treasurer’s  Department,  where  the  charge  to  be  made  is 
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calculated  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  scale.  This  is  a very 
reasonable  scale  and  it  is  undoubtedly  applied  sympathetically. 

The  home  helps  social  committee  has  arranged  regular  weekly 
meetings  when  matters  of  interest  have  been  discussed,  or  a paper 
read.  During  the  year  evening  outings  have  been  held  ; a Saturday 
afternoon  outing  and  an  annual  summer  outing  were  also 
thoroughly  enjoyed. 

The  organisation  of  the  service  is  arranged  to  meet  the 
varying  demands  of  the  public  and  the  Supervisor  has  found  it 
necessary  at  times  to  reduce  the  number  of  weekly  visits  to  certain 
cases  in  order  that  new  ones  may  receive  attention.  This  has 
resulted  in  the  waiting  list  of  applications  being  kept  down  to 
reasonable  figures  (an  fact  only  five  were  outstanding  at  the  year 
end).  This,  however,  can  only  be  done  up  to  a certain  point, 
after  which  additional  staff  is  required  or  alternatively,  applica- 
tions must  be  deferred  or  refused. 

In  considering  the  future  of  this  service  it  must  be  conceded 
that  a valuable  social  amenity  is  being  provided  and  that  many 
elderly  j>eople — potential  hospital  or  old  people’s  home  cases — ^are 
enabled  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  rather  than  in  hospitals, 
thereby  providing  a more  satisfactory  solution  : albeit  one  of 
greater  expense  to  the  Local  Authority. 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

Section  51 

The  mental  health  work  of  the  department  is  administered 
directly  by  the  Health  Committee,  upon  which  there  are  three 
women  members  and  four  co-opted  representatives  of  outside 
bodies. 

The  staff  of  the  section  consists  of  : — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  Director. 

A Senior  Authorised  Officer  and  Petitioning  Officer. 

Four  Duly  Authorised  Officers  (two  men  and  two  women). 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  are  available  for  duty  in 
connection  with  their  work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treat- 
ment Acts  outside  office  hours,  and  each  in  turn  takes  one  week 
in  four  on  full  standby  for  night  and  week-end  duty  if  required. 
All  officers  are  provided  with  a telephone  and  the  duty  roster  is 
supplied  to  the  City  Police,  the  hospitals  and  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  Ambulance  Service.  All  general  practitioners  are  familiar 
with  the  duty  arrangements,  and  apart  from  unforeseen 
circumstances  a smoothly  running  service  operates. 

Frequent  liaison  between  the  section  and  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  is  an  established  routine,  and  the  assistance  we 
receive  in  the  allocation  of  hospital  or  institution  places  for  our 
mental  defectives  is  fully  appreciated. 
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The  work  of  the  section  falls  under  the  following-  heading's  ; 

1.  The  visitation,  certification  and  removal  of  persons  of 
unsound  mind  to  mental  hospitals  in  accordance  with  the 
Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

2.  The  visitation  and  subsequent  arrangements  for  the 
admission  and  treatment  of  “voluntary”  and  “temporary” 
patients  in  'mental  hospitals  as  provided  for  under  the 
Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

3.  The  domiciliary  after  care  and  welfare  of  patients 
discharged  from  mental  hospitals  and  recommended  for 
such  care. 

4.  The  medical  examination,  ascertainment  and  classification 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  or  his  deputy  of  all  cases  referred  to  the 
department  by  the  local  education  authority  because  they 
are  unable  to  assimilate  education  through  some  disability 
of  mind. 

5.  The  domiciliary  supervision  of  all  ascertained  cases  of 
mental  deficiency,  the  home  visitation  and  welfare  of 
mental  defectives  under  guardianship,  and  the  detailed 
arrangements  arising  in  connection  with  the  removal  of 
those  mental  defectives  whom  it  is  found  necessary  to 
admit  to  institutions  or  colonies. 

6.  The  maintenance  of  a close  liaison  with  the  psychiatric 
social  workers  attached  to  the  mental  hospital  in  respect 
of  Coventry  cases. 

During  the  year  1953  the  work  done  under  the  three  relevant 
Acts  was  as  follows  : — 


Lunacy  Acts,  1890 — 1891. 


Coventry  patients 

Central  Mental  Hospital,  Warwick 

Sec.  16 

Sec.  11 

Sec.  20 

Total 

Number  of  patients  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  31. 12.52. 

Number  of  admissions  from 
Ist  Jan.  to  Slst  Dec.,  1953. 

377 

106 

1 

1 

11 

378 

118 

483 

1 

12 

496 

Number  of  discharges,  includ- 
ing deaths  from  1st  Jan.,  1953 
to  3l8t  Dec.,  1953. 

87 

1 

12 

100 

Number  of  persons  of  unsound 
mind  remaining  in  Central 
Hospital  on  31.12.53. 

396 

— 

— 

396 
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Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

Under  this  Act  treatment  in  a mental  hospital  or  an  institution 
is  available  to  those  persons  suffering"  from  mental  illness  who  are 
accepted  as  voluntary  patients  for  treatment,  or  for  whom 
temporary  treatment  is  recommended  by  their  medical  advisers, 


without  prior  certification. 

During  1953  the  facilities  under  this 

Act  were  utilised 

. as 

follows  : 

I. 

No.  of  patients  in  Central  Hospital, 
Warwick,  under  this  Act  on 

Voluntary 

122 

January  ist,  1953 

Temporary 

2 

2. 

No.  of  patients  admitted  during 

Voluntary 

482 

1953 

Temporary 

6 

3- 

No.  of  patients  discharged,  trans- 

Voluntary 

458 

ferred  or  died 

Temporary 

4 

4- 

No.  of  patients  remaining  in 

Voluntary 

146 

hospital  at  31st  December,  1953  ... 

Temporary 

4 

The  continued  increase  in  the  proportion  of  voluntary  to  total 
Coventry  patients  admitted  to  the  Central  Hospital  has  reached 
the  high  figure  of  8o  per  cent,  for  the  year.  The  effect  of  this 
from  the  patients’  point  of  view  is  that  treatment  is  S-ought  and 
accepted  voluntarily,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  much 
more  beneficial  results  achieved  with  willing  patients  seeking  to 
be  cured. 

The  increase  too  is  indicative  of  the  passing  from  the 
public  mind  of  that  stigma  which  admission  to  a mental  hospital 
formerly  carried.  The  efforts  of  the  authorised  officers  in 
persuading  appropriate  cases  to  accept  voluntary  treatment  is  of 
considerable  value  both  to  the  patients  and  to  the  community. 

E.C.T.  (Electro-convulsive  therapy)  is  administered  by 
Regional  Hospital  Board  staff  at  the  Gulson  Road  Clinic  to  certain 
local  mentally  ill  patients.  Close  co-operation  between  the 
responsible  medical  consultant  and  the  Health  Department 
continues,  and  the  Home  Nursing  Service  provides  the  nursing 
personnel  at  this  clinic,  which  is  held  every  Saturday  morning. 

During  the  year  this  form  of  treatment  was  given  to  366 
persons — 125  males  and  241  females. 

There  continues  to  be  a very  close  and  helpful  liaison  between 
the  department  and  the  respective  staffs  in  the  departments  of  the 
Magistrates’  Clerk  and  the  Probation  Officer. 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913—1938. 

Table  shewing  Classification  of  ail  Mental  Defectives  on  Register 
at  1st  January,  1934,  and  how  dealt  with. 


In 

InstitationB. 

Under 

Guardianship. 

Under 

snperTisiou 
in  own  homes. 

Grand 

Totals. 

M. 

P. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Feeble-minded  . . 

71 

99 

170 

— 

5 

6 

100 

118 

218 

171 

222 

393 

Imbeciles 

43 

43 

86 

3 

2 

5 

64 

73 

137 

110 

118 

228 

Idiots 

14 

16 

30 

— 

— 

— 

11 

6 

17 

25 

22 

47 

Moral  Imbeciles 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Totals  . . 

131 

159 

290 

3 

7 

10 

175 

197 

372 

309 

363 

672 

Totals  do  not  include  23 — (10  males,  13  females)  on  licence  from  Institutions. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  four  patients  were  admitted  to 
hospital  for  temporary  treatment  and  care  under  the  provisions  of 
Circular  5/52  whereby  parents  or  guardians  having  the  domiciliary 
care  of  their  mentally  defective  children  can  be  afforded  temporary 
relief  from  such  harassing  responsibility  at  times  of  family  illness 
or  other  crises. 

The  number  of  registered  mental  defectives  in  the  city  (672) 
represents  2.56  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

During  the  year  24  patients  were  admitted  to  a hospital  for 
mental  defectives.  Domiciliary  visits  have  been  made  by 


Authorised  Officers  as  follows  during 

1953 

Mental  Deficiency  cases 

4211 

0 

CO 

Mental  Treatment  cases 

1052 

(966) 

Lunacy  Patients  

209 

(236) 

The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  relative  visits  in  1952. 

The  community  care  of  ascertained  mentally  defective  people 
constitutes  a major  portion  of  the  daily  duties  of  duly  authorised 
officers. 

The  officers  aim  at  making  four  visits  annually  to  each  case, 
although  there  is  a proportion  to  whom  daily  visits  are  necessary, 
at  least  for  brief  periods.  This  routine  work,  whilst  perhaps 
unspectacular,  has  helped  to  produce  a steady  improvement  in  the 
environmental  conditions  and  social  outlook  of  many  mental 
defectives.  A few  cases  have  been  assisted  to  find  employment 
by  the  authorised  officers,  and  the  latter  are  always  ready  to 
offer  helpful  advice  to  these  people  in  order  to  prevent  wasteful 
expenditure  of  their  earnings.  Persons  on  leave  of  absence  from 
institutional  care  are  also  at  times  in  need  of  helpful  and  tactful 
advice. 
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1 he  department  still  finds  considerable  difficulty  in  placing" 
certain  mental  defectives  since  appropriate  accommodation  in  the 
region  is  very  limited.  Certain  Coventry  cases  continue  to  be 
placed  in  institutions  in  Stoke-on-Trent,  Bromsgrove,  Ross-on- 
Wye  and  Wem  in  Shropshire. 

We  continue  to  hope  that  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  will 
shortly  help  to'  find  more  local-  and  convenient  means  of  dealing 
with  this  problem. 

WORK  OF  THE  OCCUPATION  CENTRE 

There  were  6o  pupils  at  the  Occupation  Centre  at  the 
beginning  of  1953,  of  whom  36  were  girls  and  24  were  boys  : 
their  age  range  was  from  5 — 29  years,  though  the  majority  were 
below  school  leaving  age. 

An  Inspector  from  the  Board  of  Control  visited  the  Centre 
on  March  31st.  The  Inspector  commented  favourably  on  the 
design  and  finish  of  the  Occupation  Centre  building,  as  well  as 
on  the  work  that  had  been  achieved  during  the  first  twelve  months 
of  the  Centre’s  life.  Certain  recommendations  were  made  and 
these  recommendations  will  be  implemented  shortly. 

In  May  one  of  the  boys  in  the  Senior  Group  at  the  Centre 
obtained  a job  in  a sweet  factory,  where  he  has  remained  ever 
since  and  is  doing  well.  In  June  an  instructional  film  strip  was 
made  of  a typical  day’s  work  at  the  Centre.  The  film  strip  was 
made  by  a private  company,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Health 
Department,  and  is  intended  to  be  used  for  the  training  of 
Occupation  Centre  staff  and  health  education  purposes  generally. 
The  fact  that  the  Burns  Road  Centre  was  chosen  for  this  project 
reflects  credit  on  the  high  standard  of  the  building,  equipment 
and  work  of  the  Centre. 

In  July  a party  of  pupils  and  staff  from  the  Centre  visited 
Wicksteed  Park.  The  outing  was  paid  for  by  the  parents  of  the 
children  concerned,  and  was  a great  success  : it  is  hoped  to  arrange 
similar  day  trips  in  the  future.  In  December  there  was  an  Open 
Day  at  the  Centre,  and  parents  and  others  had  an  opportunity  of 
purchasing  the  articles  made  by  their  children ; while  just  before 
Christmas  pupils  at  the  Centre  had  a Christmas  Party,  and  each  in 
addition  received  a present.  Moreover  through  the  generosity 
of  a private  wellwisher  a much  appreciated  film  show  was 
arranged. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  a general  improvement  in  the  pupils’ 
bearing  and  behaviour  was  apparent,  and  a commendable  skill  in 
handwork  had  been  acquired  by  several.  During  the  year  only 
six  pupils  were  admitted  to  the  Centre  and  five  discharged,  and 
this  very  slow  turnover  has  meant  that  the  considerable  waiting 
list  for  admission  tends  to  remain  stationary.  This  position  is  a 
pointer  to  the  great  need  for  a second’ Occupation  Centre.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  measures  were  under  consideration  for  increasing 
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the  number  of  places  available  at  the  Centre  to  75  as  a temporary 
measure  until  a further  Occupation  Centre,  which  is  urgently 
needed,  can  be  provided. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Occupation  Centre  for  their  keen  interest 
in  the  activities  at  Burns  Road  and  for  their  comments  upon  the 
year’s  work. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Under  this  Act  the  following  duties  are  placed  on  the  City 
Council  ' 

The  provision  of  accommodation  (Section  21) ; the  welfare 
of  the  blind,  deaf,  dumb  and  crippled  (Sections  29  and  30) ; the 
registration  of  disabled  persons  or  old  persons’  homes  (Section 
37) ; the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care 
and  attention  (Section  47) ; the  provision  of  temporary  protection 
of  property  of  persons  admitted  to  hospitals,  etc.  (Section  48) ; 
and  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  burial  or  cremation  of  the 
dead  (Section  50). 

The  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  residential  accommoda- 
tion for  the  aged  was  delegated  by  the  Council  to  the  Pensioners 
Committee ; to  the  Health  Committee  was  delegated  the  provision 
of  accommodation  for  the  handicapped  and  others  in  need  of  care 
and  attention  not  otherwise  available  to  them  and  also  the  provision 
of  temporary  accommodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need  thereof 
under  circumstances  which  could  not  reasonably  have  been  foreseen 
and  in  such  other  circumstances  as  the  Council  determine,  and 
the  remaining  duties  imposed  by  the  Act  upon  the  Local  Authority. 

The  staff  at  present  at  i,  St.  Patrick’s  Road  deals  with  those 
matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  handicapped  (other  than  the 
blind),  residential  accommodation,  temporary  accommodation, 
compulsory  removal  and  care,  receiverships,  and  the  protection  of 
property  of  patients  removed  to  hospital.  The  report  on  the 
National  Assistance  Act  work  of  the  Sub-Department  follows 
herewith. 
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HOMES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

(Pensioners  Committee) 

Section  21  (1)  (a) 

There  are  now  seven  Homes  for  Old  People  as  follows  ; — 


Name  and  Address. 

Type  of 
Resident. 

No.  of  Residents, 
and  Classiffication. 

Total  Beds 
occupied 
at  31st 
December, 
1953. 

(a)  Aged 

(b)  Handi- 
capped 

Charterhouse, 

London  Eoad,  Coventry. 

Men 

21 

9 

30 

Hawthorn  Lodge, 

Jardine  Crescent, 
Coventry. 

Mixed 

Men  17 

Women  20 

37 

NIL 

3 

3 

40 

Moat  House, 

Wilson’s  Lane,  Exhall. 

Men 

22 

4 

26 

Newlands  House, 
Bennett’s  Road, 

Keresley. 

Mixed 

Men  15 

Women  9 

24 

NIL 

1 

1 

25 

St.  Paul’s, 

54/56,  St.  Paul’s  Road, 
Coventry. 

Women 

16 

3 

19 

Stone  House, 

65,  Birmingham  Road, 
Coventry. 

Women 

24 

4 

28 

Wood  way  Grange, 
Deedmore  Road, 
Walsgrave,  Coventry. 

Men 

17 

7 

1 

, 24 

Note  i.  It  is  intended  to  make  special  provision  for  the  handicapped 
persons  shewn  herein,  as  soon  as  the  opportunity  arises. 


Note  a.  Adaptations  and  extensions  are  being  carried  out  at  the  Moat 
House  and  when  completed  will  enable  the  number  of 
residents  to  be  restored  to  40. 

The  Ag'e  distribution  of  residents  of  the  Homes  at  the  31st 
December,  is  as  shewn  hereunder  : — • 


Age. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  60  years 

6 

1 1 

17 

60  to  64  years  inclusive 

6 

2 

8 

65  to  69  ,, 

II 

8 

19 

70  to  74  ,, 

24 

14 

38 

75  to  79 

37 

17 

54 

80  to  84  ,, 

20 

17 

37 

85  to  89 

6 

6 

12 

90  and  over  ... 

2 

5 

7 

1 12 

80 

192 

The  age  averages  in  the  various  Homes  are  as  follows  : — 


Charterhouse 
Hawthorn  Lodge 
Moat  House 
Newlands  House 
St.  Paul’s 
Stone  House 
Woodway  Grange 


72.4  years 

76.8  years 

73.5  years 

76.4  years 

74.9  years 

70.4  years 
73.2  years 


Charterhouse,  Moat  House,  St.  Paul’s  and  Stone  House 
were  all  functioning  as  Homes  for  Old  People  when  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  came  into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 
Newlands  House,  which  was  bought  from  the  National  Coal  Board 
under  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  1949,  was  the  first  Home 
to  be  acquired  under  the  Act.  It  was  originally  intended  that 
men  only  should  be  housed  at  this  establishment  but  owing  to  the 
number  of  cases  of  women  urgently  requiring  accommodation  it 
was  decided  to  make  the  Home  a mixed  one.  One  interesting 
feature  of  the  Home  is  the  provision  of  eight  single  bedrooms. 

Woodway  Grange,  formerly  the  Walsgrave  Annexe,  which 
was  returned  to  the  Council  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in 
September,  1951,  is  functioning  satisfactorily  as  a Home  for 
elderly  men. 

The  opening  of  Hawthorn  Lodge  in  March,  1953,  was  an 
important  step  in  the  Council’s  Scheme  for  the  provision  of 
residential  accommodation  for  the  old  people  of  Coventry.  This 
is  the  first  of  the  existing  seven  Homes  to  be  built  specia’ly  for 
the  purpose,  and  it  provides  accommodation  for  42  residents  plus 
staff.  This  Home  has  ii  ground  floor  beds  and  both  sexes, 
including  married  couples,  can  be  accommodated.  It  has  many 
special  features  designed  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
residents,  and  has  proved  a very  valuable  addition  to  the  residential 
accommodation  provided. 

Despite  the  acquisition  of  Newlands  House  and  Woodway 
Grange,  and  the  building  of  Hawthorn  Lodge,  the  progressive 
increase  in  the  number  of  old  people  requiring  care  and  attention 
in  residential  accommodation  has  increased,  and  at  the  31st 
December,  1953,  there  were  85  men  and  132  women  on  the  wait- 
ing list,  as  compared  with  74  men  and  123  women  on  the  31st 
December,  1952. 

Further  new  Homes  are  planned  for  erection  in  the  Bell 
Green,  Willenhall  and  Stoke  Aldermoor  Neighbourhood  Units,  and 
in  this  connection  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  approved  the  plans  of  the  proposed  Home  in  Bell 
Green  and  have  intimated  that  a “starting”  date  will  be  awarded 
in  the  year  1954. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I stressed  the  urgent  need  for  more 
adequate  toilet  facilities  at  the  Stone  House,  the  urgent  need  to 
discontinue  the  use  of  Nissen  huts  as  dormitories,  etc.  at  Moat 
House,  and  the  desirability  of  linking  the  sanitary  installations  at 
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Hawthorn  Lodge  Old  Peoples'  Home.  Interior  View. 


Hawlhorn  Lodge  Old  Peoples'  Home.  Interior  View. 
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W'oodway  Grange  with  the  main  sewer.  It  gives  rne  great  pleasure, 
therefore,  to  report  that  the  building  of  the  sanitary  annexe  at 
the  Stone  House  and  the  linking  up  of  the  sanitary  installations 
at  Woodway  Grange  were  completed  during  1953,  and  that  work 
was  commenced  on  the  adaptations,  extensions,  etc.  at  the  Moat 
House  in  July,  1953,  and  is  likely  to  be  completed  in  the  early 
part  of  1954.  This  last  mentioned  project  will  provide  18  beds 
in  three  ground  floor  dormitories,  a new  dining  room,  kitchen, 
stores,  bathroom  and  utility  room. 

It  was  not  possible  during  the  year  to  effect  all  the  improve- 
. ments  envisaged  at  Woodway  Grange  : the  re-surfacing  of  the 
drive  and  an  access  road  to  the  Neighbourhood  Unit  are  still 
required,  but  there  is  a prospect  of  these  projects  being  included 
in  the  work  to  be  completed  in  .1954. 

The  severe  weather  at  the  beginning  of  1953  took  its  toll, 
and  several  of  the  more  frail  residents  were  seriously  ill.  The 
death  rate  was  a little  higher  than  usual.  Later  in  the  year  there 
was  a progressive  general  improvement  in  the  health  of  the 
residents. 

It  should,  however,  be  noted  that  the  average  age  of  new 
admissions  is  higher  than  hitherto,  and  in  most  cases  the  degree 
of  infirmity  or  handicap  is  greater,  since  the  most  urgent  cases 
awaiting  admission  have  to  be  dealt  with  first. 

It  was  inevitable  that  a few  residents  had  to  be  transferred 
to  the  Central  Hospital,  Hatton,  Warwick,  but  this  course  is 
avoided  wherever  possible. 

There  still  continues  to  be  an  acute  shortage  of  beds  in  this 
area  for  chronic  sick.  Nevertheless,  we  have  had  the  greatest 
measure  of  co-operation  from  the  hospital  authorities  in  relation 
to  the  transfer  of  patients,  when  hospital  beds  became  available. 
This  shortage  of  beds  has  of  necessity  enforced  a heavier  burden 
on  the  staffs  of  the  Homes  in  relation  to  nursing,  than  normally 
would  be  the  case,  particularly  as  the  ordinary  complement  of  staff 
does  not  provide  for  night  duty. 

We  still  have  a few  residents  in  the  various  Homes  with 
anti-social  tendencies ; this  is  a problem  with  which  many  local 
authorities  are  confronted,  and  one  which  is  not  easy  of  solution. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  progressive  increase  in  the  numbers  on 
the  waiting  list,  despite  the  provision  of  additional  accommodation, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  little  headway  has  been  made  so  far  in 
relation  to  reducing  the  measure  of  overcrowding  that  is  manifest 
in  some  of  the  Homes. 

The  question  of  industrial  rehabilitation  for  suitable  residents 
has  been  kept  under  review,  and  one  woman  resident  was  accepted 
and  successfully  undertook  a course  at  the  Torrington  Avenue 
Rehabilitation  Centre.  Efforts  are  being  made,  with  every 
prospect  of  success,  to  secure  employment  for  her,  where  she 
would  be  self-supporting,  thus  regaining  her  independence  and 
also  vacating  a bed  for  one  of  the  many  urgent  cases  awaiting 
admission. 
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Progress  has  been  made  in  occupational  therapy  at  six  of  the 
seven  Homes,  and  we  will  continue  our  endeavours  to  kindle 
interest  at  the  remaining  Home.  The  useful  and  well-made 
articles  produced  by  the  Old  people  indicates  the  interest  evinced ; 
moreover,  the  therapy  provides  an  outlet  for  creative  instincts, 
and  tends  to  reduce  the  psychological  effect  of  the  individuals 
infirmities.  I consider  that  all  the  capable  residents  should  not 
only  be  given  the  opportunity  of  occupation  best  suited  to  their 
mental  and  physical  capacities  but  should  be  encouraged  in  it, 
thus  helping  to  arrest  or  delay  physical  decay  and  mental 
deterioration. 

The  residents  again  participated  in  a week’s  holiday  at  the 
Prestatyn  Holiday  Camp,  North  Wales,  and  benefited  from  their 
stay.  There  was  a change  of  venue  for  the  annual  coach  outing 
on  the  last  occasion  when  Shipston-on-Stour  and  Oxford  were 
visited. 

There  has  been  adequate  entertainment  provided  at  each  of 
the  Homes  by  way  of  concerts,  film  shows  and  each  Home  is  now 
equipped  with  a television  receiver.  Apart  from  this  entertainment, 
the  residents  participated  in  many  other  social  functions  at  the 
invitation  of  churches,  voluntary  organisations,  community 
centres,  working  men’s  clubs  and  private  individuals. 

We  were  again  fortunate  enough  to  receive  a large  number 
of  gifts,  and  some  generous  donations,  for  which  our  grateful 
/thanks  are  due  to  the  generous  donors. 

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  concessions  made  by  the 
Municipal  Players,  the  Hippodrome;  and  various  cinemas. 

' One  major  change  took  place  during  the  year,  when  the 
Superintendents  of  the  Homes  took  over,  from  the  City  Treasurer’s 
Department,  the  “agency  arrangements’’  for  drawing  the 
residents’  pensions  and  allowances.  The  change  is  very 
convenient  for  the  residents  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Night  lights  have  been  fitted  in  all  bedrooms  at  each  Home, 
and  have  proved  a boon  to  the  residents.  Redecorations  on  a 
fairly  large  scale  were  carried  out  at  the  Homes,  and  improvements 
in  furniture  and  equipment  were  effected. 

Religious  ministrations  ait  the  Homes  have  been  adequate 
and  satisfactory,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  by  various 
Church  bodies  to  provide  transport  to  Church  for  some  of  the 
more  infirm  residents.  The  Rev.  E.  Lincoln  Minshull, 
succeeded  the  Rev.  George  Pollard  as  Hon.  Free  Church  Chaplain 
at  the  Charterhouse. 

Two  members  of  the  Homes’  staff  attended  Refresher  Courses 
for  Wardens  and  Matrons  of  Old  People’s  Homes,  during  the 
year. 

At  the  31st  December,  1953,  certain  residents  for  whom  the 
Pensioners  Commilttee  have  financial  responsibilities  were  main- 
tained in  the  following  areas  : — 


6? 


Men.  Women. 

I 
I 

1 — 

— I 

2 2 

There  were  other  authorities’  cases  resident  in  our  Homes  on 
the  31st  December,  1953,  as  follows  : — 

Derbyshire  County  Council  ...  i man  (Moat  House) 

Staffordshire  County  Council  ...  i man  (Moat  House) 

Warwickshire  County  Council  ...  i rrian  (Charterhouse) 

3 

OTHER  WELFARE  PROVISIONS 

(Health  Committee) 

(Section  21(l)(b)). 

Temporary  accommodation  provided  by  the  Health  Committee 
is  by  way  of  a converted  industrial  hostel  block,  viz.  Block  Z.3 
of  the  former  Baginton  Fields  Hostel,  and  two  converted  wards  at 
the  former  London  Road  Institution.  This  accommodation 
comprises  ; — 

Bagirtton  Fields  Hostel  — ■ 2 three-bedroom  units 

4 two-bedroom  units 

1 one-bedroom  unit 

London  Road  Establishment  — 4 two-room  flatlets 

2 one-room  flatlets 

There  is  still  acute  pressure  on  the  accommodation  provided, 
and  during  one  part  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  refuse  cases 
and  refer  them  to  the  Children’s  Department,  to  secure  the  well- 
being of  the  children  involved.  Thus  the  necessity  of  the 
allocation  of  accommodation  on  a room  basis,  instead  of  on  a unit 
basis  as  originally  contemplated,  has  continued.  The  number  of 
cases  housed  on  the  31st  December,  1953,  are  set  out  hereunder. 


Establishment 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
statutory  duty 
to  provide  tem- 
porary accom- 
modation 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
permissive 
power  to  provide 
temporary 
accommodation 

Totals 

W.  Ch-  Fams. 

M.  W.  Ch.  Fams. 

M.  W.  Ch.  Fams. 

Block  Z3.  Baginton 
Fields  Hostel 

— 14  29  14 

— 5 10  5 

— 19  39  19 

Flats,  11  London 
Road 

— 7 12  7 

7 12  7 

Totals 

— 21  41  21 

— 5 10  5 

— 26  61  26 

Local  Authorities. 

Birmingham  County  Borough  Council 
Durham  County  Council 
Sunderland  County  Borough  Council 
Warwickshire  County  Council 


68 


The  foregoing^  statistics  indicate  the  serious  degree  of  over- 
crowding in  Block  Z.3,  Baginton  Fields  Hostel. 

The  tentative  proposal  to  transfer  Block  Z.3  to  the  Education 
Committee  and  to  provide  accommodation  in  substitution  at  the 
Sherbourne  Industrial  Hostel  if  taken  over  by  the  Council,  might 
well  afford  the  opportunity  to  provide  units  more  suitable  to  the 
need  of  temporary  accommodation  cases. 

The  following  summary  will  help  to  show  the  extent  of  the 
problem  of  dealing  with  temporary  accommodation  cases  : — 

Summary  of  cases  dealt  with  since  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
came  into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 


Period 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
statutory  duty 
to  provide  tem- 
porary accom- 
modation 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
permissive 
power  to  provide 
temporary 
accommodation 

Total 

M. 

W.  Ch. 

Fame. 

M.  W. 

Ch. 

Fams. 

M. 

w. 

Oh.  Fams. 

Ifch  July,  1948, 
aist  Dec.,  1948 

to 

1 

1 1 

1 

3 10 

21 

10 

4 

11 

22 

11 

Isfc  Jan.,  1949, 
31st  Dec.,  1949 

to 

9 

26  33 

26 

21  56 

87 

56 

30 

82 

120 

82 

Ist  Jan.,  1950, 
3lBt  Dec.,  1950 

to 

5 

17  27 

17 

1 32 

46 

32 

6 

49 

73 

49 

Ist  Jan.,  1951, 
31st  Dec.,  1951 

to 

— 

31  56 

31 

— 17 

32 

17 

— 

48 

88 

48 

Ist  Jan.,  1952, 
81st  Dec.  1952 

to 

— 

52  95 

52 

•—  12 

28 

12 

— 

64 

123 

64 

1st  Jan.,  1953, 
3l8t  Dec.,  1953 

to 

— 

38  72 

38 

— 16 

31 

16 

— 

54 

103 

64 

Totals 

15 

165  284 

165 

25  143 

245 

143 

40 

308 

529 

308 

NOTE  I.  Of  the  cases  shown  35  families  were  accom- 
modated for  one  night  only  to  obviate  hardship  to 
children  or  expectant  mothers. 

NOTE  2.  The  figures  submitted  do  not  include  41  children 
born  after  the  admission  of  their  mothers  to  Part 
HI  Accommodation. 

NOTE  3.  Of  the  total  number  of  families  accommodated 
the  Housing  Committee  has  rehoused  the 
following  : — ' 

1949 —  18  families  ^952 — ^61  families 

1950 —  50  families  ^953^ — ‘36  families 

1951 —  15  families 

NOTE  4.  In  1953  8 families  were  able  to  find  accommodation 
for  themselves. 


TABLE  “A”— RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION. 
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TABLE  “B”— TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION.  Section  2i(i)(b). 
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Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  needing  Care  and 

Attention. 

(Section  47) 

During"  1953  it  was  necessary,  in  one  case,  to  invoke  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  as  amended  by  Section  I 
of  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  to  secure  the 
removal  of  a sick  aged  woman  to  hospital.  This  woman  was  in 
urgent  need  of  hospital  treatment  and  of  care  and  attention  which 
was  not  available  at  home.  She  was  living  with  her  husband  who 
himself  being  in  need  of  hospital  treatment,  was  willing  to  be 
admitted  conditional  upon  his  wife  no't  being  left  on  her  own. 
The  woman,  however,  flatly  refused  to  consider  admission,  despite 
endeavours  made  by  her  husband,  her  own  doctor,  his  assistant, 
members  of  my  staff  and  myself. 

After  considerable  efforts  had  been  made,  including  the  use  of 
such  available  services  as  were  appropriate  to  keep  the  old  couple 
at  home  home  nursing,  mobile  meals,  voluntary  sitters-in, 

etc.)  it  was  found  essential  in  view  of  the  woman’s  rapidly 
deteriorating  condition  to  invoke  Section  47  for  her  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital. 

Since  admission  to  hospital  the  patient  has  been  very  ill,  but 
has  been  willing  to  remain  without  an  order  to  extend  the  period 
of  her  stay. 

There  were  one  or  two  other  cases  of  persons  requiring  care 
and  attention  who  in  the  first  instance  refused  to  avail  themselves 
of  such  facilities  as  the  department  was  able  to  provide  or  make 
available,  but  eventually  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  enter  suitable 
premises,  without  the  necessity  of  invoking  compulsory  powers. 

Protection  of  Property. 

(Section  48) 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  storage  of  movable  property 
belonging  to  those  persons  moved  to  hospitals  or  to  residential 
accommodation  where  no  other  suitable  arrangements  could  be 
made. 

Commonwealth  Food  Gifts. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Commonwealth  Food  Gifts 
has  now  finished. 

WELFARE  SERVICES : HANDICAPPED  PERSONS  (OTHER 

THAN  THE  BLIND) 

(Sections  29  and  30) 

General  Classes. 

.Aictive  steps  have  been  taken  to  implement  the  Council’s 
Scheme  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Handicapped  (General  Classes) 
which  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1952.  A Welfare 
Oflicer  has  been  appointed  to  the  staff  and  a survey  is  being  under- 
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taken.  A sumimary  of  the  cases  reg^istered  at  the  31st  December, 
1953,  is  shewn  hereunder  ; — ■ 

Number  of  cases  ascertained  or  referred  to  Department  375 

(Note. — the  sources  of  information  included  various 
Corporation  Departments,  the  National 
Assistance  Board,  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service,  the  Almoners  of 
Hospitals^  the  Quadrant  Club,  Voluntary 
Associations,  etc.) 

Number  of  cases  visited  304 

Of  the  304  cases  visited,  34  persons  were  found  to  be  gain- 
fully employed  and  not  available  at  the  time  of  visiting  their 
addresses,  but  contact  with  these  cases  is  contemplated;  71  were 
registered  and  28  expressed  a desire  to  be  considered  for 
registration  and  to  be  visited  at  a later  date.  The  remaining  171 
cases  visited  comprised  mainly  elderly  people  who  were  found 
not  to  come  within  the  category  of  “handicapped  persons’’  as 
defined  in  Ministry  of  Health  circular  32/51  of  August,  1951. 
Since  however,  the  Council  is  responsible  to  some  extent  for  the 
welfare  of  old  people,  necessitous  cases  were  appropriately  dealt 
with  by  the  Department. 

The  summary  of  the  prescribed  Register  of  Handicapped 
Persons  (General  Classes)  as  at  the  31st  December,  1953,  was  as 
follows  : — ' 
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4 

Medical  Research  Council  Code. 

t Suitability  as  to  employment 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
32/61. 

A/E 

F 

G 

H/L 

Q/T 

V 

U/W 

X 

Y 

Z 

1 

3 

6 

2 

A 

12 

1 

B 

1 

1 

1 

C 

2 

4 

19 

2 

1 

8 

18 

1 

2 

1 

D 

66 

E 

5 

20 

O 

1 

12 

25 

1 

2 

3 

Total 

71 

*A/E  Amputation. 

F Arthritis  and  rheumatism. 

G Congenital  malformations  and  deformities. 

H/L  Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito-urinary  systems;  heart  or 
circulatory  system;  respiratory  system  (other  than  tuberculosis) 
and  skin. 

Q/T  Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax,  abdomen,  pelvis  or  trunk. 
Injuries  or  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  of  the  upper/lower 
limbs  and  spine. 

V Organic  nervous  diseases. 

U/W  Neurosis. 

X Tuberculosis  (respiratory). 

Y Tuberculosis  (non-repiratory). 

Z Diseases  and  injuries  not  specified  above. 

tA  Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  though  possibly 
needing  training  are  capable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial 
conditions. 

B Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are  mobile  and 
capable  of  work  in  sheltered  workshops. 

C Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are  capable  of 
work  at  home. 

D Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  not  available  for  work. 

E Handicapped  pei-sons  who  are  children  under  the  age  of  16  years. 


Many  visits  have  been  made  and  it  has  been  possible  already 
to  assist  many  of  these  handicapped  p>ersons  in  various  ways,  in 
particular  with  regard  to  training,  rehabilitation,  normal  employ- 
ment and  home  employment,  admission  to  appropriate  residential 
accommodation,  education  in  cases  where  the  persons,  as  a result 
of  their  handicaps,  never  attended  school,  rehousing,  the  provision 
of  furnishings,  home  comforts,  magazines  and  periodicals, 
clothing,  special  appliances,  transport,  admissions  to  theatres, 
adaptations  at  the  homes  of  the  disabled  persons  to  enable  easier 
access  of  invalid  chairs,  etc. 

Cases  have  been  referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board, 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  for  special  or 
specific  needs,  and  the  co-operation  of  various  Voluntary  Bodies 
has  been  invited. 
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Cerebral  Palsy  and  Epilepsy. 

Close  attention  is  being-  paid  (as  has  been  the  case  for  some 
time  now  in  Coventry)  to  the  welfare  of  cases  of  cerebral  palsy  and 
epilepsy  in  the  area.  By  diligent  enquiries  and  -with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  School  Health  Dept.,  the  Midland  Spastic  Association 
and  the  Coventry  and  District  Spastic  Society,  it  has  been  possible 
to  compile  the  following  table  showing  the  incidence  of  cerebral 
palsy  in  Coventry. 


Age  Groups 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

0 — 6 years 

4 

3 

7 

5—  7 ,, 

5 

1 

6 

7—11 

16 

10 

25 

11-16  ,, 

9 

9 

18 

16+ 

9 

13 

22 

Not  known 

2 

2 

4 

Totals 

44 

38 

82 

No  reliable  figures  as  to  the  incidence  of  epilepsy  in  the  City 
have  yet  been  compiled,  although  the  survey  being  undertaken, 
so  far  has  disclosed  the  following  cases. 


Accommodated 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

At  Home 

2 

5 

7 

Epileptic  Colonies 

8 

2 

10 

Totals 

10 

7 

17 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  survey  will  disclose  many 
more. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  26/53 — -Welfare  of  Handicapped  Persons — The 
Special  Needs  of  Epileptics  and  Spastics,  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  co-ordinate  all  the  services,  both  statutory  and  voluntary, 
from  which  epileptics  and  spastics  may  benefit. 

Deaf  and  Dumb. 

In  relation  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  it  was  decided  that  the 
Council  should  collaborate  in  the  provision  of  Welfare  Services 
with  the  Warwickshire  County  Council,  and  that  such  Siervices 
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should  be  provided  through  the  agency  of  the  Warwickshire  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Society.  Negotiations  in  regard  to  this  are  taking 
place.  Certain  administrative  arrangements,  however,  will  be 
dealt  with  by  tlie  respective  Local  Authorities. 

General. 

Apart  from  the  statutory  duties  imposed  upon  the  Council  in 
relation  to  handicapped  persons,  assistance  and  advice  have  been 
given  in  social  problems,  particularly  where  aged,  infirm  and  sick 
have  been  concerned,  and  the  staff  have  generally  interested  them- 
selves in  the  welfare  of  the  aged.  Hospital  admissions  have  been 
arranged,  claims  for  pensions,  supplementary  pensions,  etc.,  have 
been  prepared  for  those  unable  themselves  to  complete  the 
necessary  forms ; action  has  been  taken  to  safeguard  property  of 
persons  admitted  to  hospital ; furniture  has  been  transported  for 
Part  III  National  Assistance  Act  accommodation  cases  as  well 
as  for  hospital  cases.  Several  applications  have  been  made  to 
the  Court  of  Protection  for  the  appointment  of  a Receiver  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  patients  unable  to  do  so  for  themselves. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  National  Assistance 
Board  to  afford  assistance  to  necessitous  cases  whose  straitened 
circumstances  have  been  brought  to  light  by  the  department,  and 
employment  has  been  found  for  a number  of  persons. 

There  are  still  a few  patients  in  hospital  for  whom  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  agent  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
their  national  health  sick  pay  or  administering  their  contributory 
pensions. 

It  has  again  been  possible  to  distribute  to  a number  of  very 
deserving  cases  gift  clothing  received  from  certain  associations 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  following  figures  relating  to  cases  referred  to  the  Sub- 
Department  by  letter  or  telephone,  as  distinct  from  personal 
applications  and  applications  for  temporary  accommodation, 
visited  and  investigated  during  the  period  ist  January,  1953,  to 
31st  December,  1953,  will  give  some  indication  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  work  undertaken  : — 


Subject 

of 

Visits 

Admis- 
sions to 
Homes 

Admis- 
sions to 
Hospital 

Mobile 

Meals 

General 

Welfare 

Welfare 
of  Handi- 
capped 
Persons 

Total 

Others 

Visits 

Cases 

Number 
of  Visits 
made 

146 

39 

125 

180 

4 

2 

496 

346 

I am  greatly  indebted  to  my  senior  staff  in  the  general  welfare 
section  of  the  department  for  their  enthusiasm  in  connection  with 
the  care  of  handicapped  persons  (other  than  the  blind)  and  for 
much  helpful  information  set  out  in  the  foregoing  pages. 


WELFARE  SERVICES:  BLIND  PERSONS 

Section  29 


The  care  and  welfare  of  blind  persons  comes  within  the  scope 
of  Section  29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  of  the  Council’s 
approved  scheme.  The  staff  desig^nated  for  this  work  in  the  Health 
Department  includes  two  home  teachers  for  the  blind. 

The  teachers  continue  to  be  occupied  in  training  those  blind 
p>ersons  who  can  benefit  from  their  teaching,  which  includes 
Braille,  Moon,  and  also  simple  handicrafts.  They  also  give  all 
possible  assistance  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and  their  advice 
and  guidance  is  much  in  demand. 

The  weekly  meeting  held  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Gulson 
Road,  is  now  a handicraft  and)  social  afternoon,  and  is  a great 
source  of  joy  and  fellowship  to  our  blind  friends.  The  ladies  are 
occupied  in  handicrafts  and  discussions  on  household  problems 
they  meet  with  from  week  to  week,  while  the  men  enjoy  indoor 
table  games  (e.g.  domino  matches) ; they  also  played  at  other 
clubs.  The  players  of  the  Nuneaton  social  centre  visited  Coventry 
during  the  year.  Their  annual  outing,  for  which  they  had  been 
saving,  was  arranged  for  Sandringham  and  Hunstanton;  they 
also  had  a half-day  tour  in  September  to  Stourport-on-Severn  and 
a trip  up  the  river.  Both  occasions  gave  much  pleasure  to  the 
blind  persons  concerned. 

During  the  year  an  enjoyable  motor  coach  outing  to  Evesham 
was  arranged  by  the  Health  Committee  for  all  blind  persons  in 
the  city.  Blind  persons  were  accompanied  by  their  guides  and 
a total  of  400  took  advantage  of  the  outing. 

The  annual  Christmas  party  also  arranged  by  the  Health 
Committee  was  held  at  the  Butts  Civic  Restaurant,  and  350  blind 
and  their  guides  attended.  The  entertainment  was  organised  by 
Mr.  Fred  Riley,  and  his  services  and  those  of  the  artists  were 
very  much  appreciated,  both  by  the  blind  people  and  the  Health 
Committee. 

Financial  assistance  rendered  to  those  blind  persons  in  need 
of  such  aid  comes  through  the  National  Assistance  Board;  this 
has  been  the  arrangement  since  5th  July,  1948. 

The  register  of  blind  persons  as  at  December,  1953,  gives  the 
following  details  of  all  blind  persons  registered  in  the  city  : — ■ 
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Age  Groupings  of  Registered  Blind  Persons 


AGE  PERIOD 

M. 

P. 

Total 

0—1 

0 

0 

0 

1—5 

2 

2 

4 

5—16 

3 

3 

6 

16-21 

4 

4 

8 

21-40 

30 

15 

45 

40-50 

IG 

13 

29 

50—65 

48 

34 

82 

65—70 

24 

33 

57 

70  & over 

98 

164 

262 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

926 

268 

493 

Incidence  of  Blindness 
Ages  at  which  Blindness  occurpcd. 


AGE  PERIOD 

M. 

P. 

Total 

0—1 

19 

13 

82 

1—6 

1 

4 

6 

5—10 

6 

4 

10 

10—20 

9 

7 

16 

20-30 

22 

10 

32 

30—40 

9 

7 

16 

40—50 

23 

18 

41 

50—60 

26 

30 

56 

60—70 

47 

61 

108 

70  & over 

62 

113 

175 

Unknown 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

1 

225 

208 

493 
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There  are  13  blind  home  workers  eng;aged  in  the  city  under 
the  scheme  org-anised  by  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  These  are  employed  in  various  trades  and  all  receive 
a standard  augmentation  of  wages  on  an  agreed  scale. 


The  Partially  Sighted. 

The  register  of  partially  sighted  in  the  city  at  December  31st, 
1953,  shows  the  following  details  : — 


I.  Partially  Sighted  in  Age  Qroups. 


Age  Groups 

0-1 

2-4 

5-15 

16-20 

21-49 

50-64 

65  + 

Total 

Males  . . 

0 

0 

14 

3 

5 

2 

11 

35 

Females 

0 

0 

11 

1 

2 

3 

13 

30 

II.  Partially  Sighted  in  Ages  at  which  Handicap  Occurred. 


Age  Groups 

0-1 

2-4 

5-15 

16-20 

21-49 

50-64 

65  + 

Total 

Males  .. 

19 

0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

10 

35 

Females 

12 

1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

11 

30 

During  the  year  96  persons  have  been  notified,  67  as  blind 
and  29  as  partially  sighted  and  an  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
disability  is  summarised  in  the  following  table. 


i 

I 

i 


1 
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Enquiry  into  causation  of  Blindness  or  Partial  Blindness. 


Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

Totals 

(i)  No.  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  para  7 (c)  of  Form 
B.D.8  recommends  : 

(a)  No  treatment 

12 

7 

31 

50 

(6)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical)  . . 

13 

8 

- 

25 

46 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  at  (i)  (6)  above 
which  on  follow  up  action 
have  received  treatment ... 

4 

5 

- 

20 

29 

79 


B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during-  the  year  ...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : 

(a)  Vision  lost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Vision  impaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Treatment  continuing^  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 


No  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  referred  for  inclusion 
on  the  reg-isters  either  as  blind  or  partially  sighted. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  blind  home  teachers  in  their  day  to  day 
work  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  blind  citizens,  and  I am  much 
impressed  by  the  care  and  attention  which  they  bring  to  their  work. 

REGISTRATION  OF  DISABLED  AND  OLD  PERSONS 

HOMES 

(Section  37) 

-Applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  the  registration 
under  this  section  of  three  homes^ — one  for  the  elderly  and  the 
other  two  for  disabled  (blind)  men  and  women.  All  three  premises 
were  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.  As  a result  the  City 
Council  authorised  registration  in  each  case. 

Officially  provided  Homes  for  children  or  for  the  elderly  are 
exempt  from  registration. 


BURIALS 

(Section  50) 

During  the  year  the  Health  Department  accepted  responsibility 
for  the  burial  of  the  bodies  of  30  persons  who  died  or  were  found 
dead  and  in  regard  to  whom  no  other  suitable  arrangements  had 
been  made. 


HOSPITALS 

The  hospitals  and  annexes  in  the  city  under  the  control  of 
the  Hospital  Management  Committee  (Group  20)  of  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  remain  as  follows  : — ■ 

The  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital 

Gulson  Hospital 

Coventry  Isolation  Hospital 

Paybody  Orthopaedic  Home 

.Allesley  Hall  Annexe 

The  Board  issues  its  own  printed  report. 

HOUSING 

There  is  still  a considerable  number  of  letters  sent  to  me  and 
at  times,  more  direct  approaches  by  citizens  with  a variety  of 
points  to  raise  about  their  housing  and  environmental  circum- 
stances. Many  of  these  are  related  to  such  conditions  as  tuber- 
culosis, incompatability,  old  age  and  infirmity  and  other  crippling 
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diseases,  whilst  many  appeals  are  on  grounds  of  overcrowding 
and/or  because  of  unhealthy  or  even  dangerous  living  conditions. 
In  each  and  every  case  the  circumstances,  whether  social  or 
environmental  are  carefully  investigated  and  reported  upon  by  the 
Health  Visiting  staff  and/or  Sanitary  Inspectorate  before  necessary 
information  is  passed  to  the  Housing  Department  for  consideration 
or  discussion. 

The  sizeable  waiting  list  for  housing  is  in  itself  a brake  upon 
what  can  be  done  for  the  above  categories  especially  if  the 
particular  social  or  environmental  problem  is  of  recent  date. 

During  the  eight  post-war  years  1945 — ^1953  there  have  been 
8,450  new  houses  erected  in  Coventry  while  in  the  same  period 
the  population  has  increased  by  28,150.  These  statistics  are 
figuratively  interesting  and  significant  because  if  the  average 
number  of  persons  to  each  occupied  house  in  Coventry  {i.e.  3.43) 
was  applied,  then  the  new  houses  would  have  provided  accom- 
modation for  29,150  persons.  There  were  still  9,015  names  on 
the  Housing  Committee’s  waiting  list  at  31st  December,  1953. 

The  relationship  between  inadequate  housing  and  tuberculosis 
has  been  stressed  in  previous  Annual  Reports  but  it  continues  to 
merit  repetition.  The  provision  of  suitable  houses  for  patients 
suffering  from  this  disease  will  obviously  be  a potent  factor  in 
aiding  their  physical  and  mental  improvement  and  subsequent 
rehabilitation.  Moreover  improved  housing  standards  will  also 
minimise  the  potential  threat  of  infection  to  other  susceptible 
individuals.  We  cannot  afford  to  lose  sight  of  the  beneficent 
influence  which  good  housing  has  upon  tuberculous  persons  even 
although  such  great  advances  have  been  achieved  with  antibiotic 
and  other  forms  of  modern  treatment. 

The  provision  of  2,131  new  houses  in  1953  (1718  council  and 
413  private)  is  the  greatest  number  erected  in  any  year  since  1939  : 
the  Housing  Committee  are  surely  to  be  much  congratulated  upon 
their  achievements. 

During,  the  year  118  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Housing 
Department  following  representations  by  m}^  department  : these 
were  invariably  upon  grounds  of  ill  health  and/or  poor  environ- 
ment. 

The  9,015  applicants  still  on  the  waiting  list  for  municipal 
houses  are  categorised  as  follows  : 


Category  A (first  priority)  — 78 

,,  B (second  ,,  ) — 1,319 

,,  C (third  ,,  ) — 5,431 

,,  D (fourth  ,,  ) — 2,187 


FOOD  CLEANLINESS 

The  medical  staff  and  sanitary  inspectorate  are  closely 
associated  in  their  efforts  to  improve  the  hygienic  conditions  allied 
to  the  preparation,  handling  and  consumption  of  foodstuffs  within 
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the  city  area  on  every  possible  occasion.  Such  measures  are  of 
course  needed  to  keep  the  incidence  of  food  p>oisoning-  down  to  the 
minimum  extent. 


Food  Poisoning  Notifications  RehUrned  to  Registrar  General. 

ist  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter.  Total. 
25  20  30  53  128 

Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents. 

Total  outbreaks — 6.  Total  cases — '15  notified  (16  ascertained). 
Outbreaks  due  to  : — 

(a)  Chemical  poisons  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Salmonella  organisms  6* 

Salmonella  typhimurium  outbreaks — 5) 
Salmonella  heidelberg  outbreaks  — i)* 
Salmonella  enteritidis  outbreaks  — i) 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin)  — 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  ...  ...  — 

(e)  Other  bacteria  ...  ..  — 

*The  discrepancy  between  the  number  of  outbreaks  caused 
by  the  different  salmonella  organisms  individually  and  the 
group  total  under  (b)  is  due  to  one  outbreak  being  caused 
by  two  organisms,  both  of  which  were  isolated,  namely, 
SalmonellcB  typhimurium  and  heidelberg. 

Outbreaks  with  undiscovered  cause. 

Total  outbreaks — '23.  Total  cases — '56  notified  (77  ascertained). 
Single  Cases.  ' 

Agent  identified — 6.  Due  to  Salmonella  typhimurium — 4. 

Salmonella  muenschen— 

I (who  died). 

Shigella  sonnei — ^i. 

Unknown  cause — 51. 

TOTAL^i28. 


The  128  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  during  1953  show  a further  reduction  when  compared  with 
the  135  cases  reported  last  year  and  the  393  in  1951.  As  before, 
all  food  poisoning  notifications  by  general  practitioners  are 
followed  by  an  immediate  and  thorough  investigation  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  in  an  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  probable 
cause  of  the  illness,  a full  bacteriological  examination  being  made 
in  almost  every  case.  In  spite  of  these  investigations  it  will  be 
seen  that  in  the  majority,  of  cases  no  identifiable  organism  was 
found  to  account  for  the  symptoms.  This  is  due  partly  to  the  fact 
that  sufferers  from  these  symptoms,  which  are  generally  sickness, 
diarrhoea  and  abdominal  pain,  often  do  not  consult  their  doctor 
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until  their  illness  has  been  present  for  some  time  and  does  not 
appear  to  be  abating-;  in  addition  there  is  a further  delay  caused 
by  time  necessary  for  the  transmission  of  the  doctor’s  notification 
to  the  Health  Department.  Because  of  this  time  interval  in  almost 
every  instance  none  of  the  food  suspected  as  being  the  cause  of 
the  illness  -was  available  for  examination,  and  very  often  the 
patient’s  symptoms  had  abated  before  appropriate  bacteriological 
tests  could  be  made.  Further,  not  only  are  there  many  causes  of 
sickness  and  diarrhoea  other  than  food  poisoning,  but  it  is 
believed,  that  there  are  also  non-bacterial  causes  of  food  poisoning 
in  which  routine  bacteriological  techniques  cannot  usefully  be 
applied  to  find  the  cause  of  the  illness.  In  the  circumstances,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  such  a small  proportion  of  these  cases  have 
been  found  to  be  due  to  specific  organisms. 

To  obtain  a full  picture  of  food  poisoning  in  the  city  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  the  number  of  known  cases  of  bacillary 
dysentery  in  conjunction  with  the  food  poisoning  notifications,  as 
dysenteric  infections  are  contracted  in  the  same  way  and  cause 
similar — though  often  more  severe — ^symptoms.  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  table  given  below  that  the  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
food  poisoning  cases  noted  above  has  been  accompanied  by  a 
welcome  fall  in  the  number  of  dysentery  notifications  during  the 
la&t  two  years.  Up  to  the  year  1950  the  number  of  cases  of 
bacillary  dysentery  was  relatively  small  each  year,  but  during  the 
years  since  1950  there  has  been  an  abnormally  high  incidence  of 
this  condition,  not  only  in  Coventry  but  in  the  country  as  a whole. 

Bacillary  Dysentery  Notifications  by  Quarters  1950-1953. 


Year 

1st. 

Quarter 

2nd. 

Quarter 

3rd 

Qtiarter 

4th. 

Quarter 

Total 

1950 

— 

6 

3 

17 

26 

1951 

50 

37 

12 

34 

U33 

1952 

54 

1 1 

6 

23 

94 

1953 

10 

23 

4 

15 

52 

In  1949 

only  two  cases 

of  dysentery  were 

notified,  but 

as  will 

be  seen  above  there  was  a sharp  rise  to  the  maximum  in  1951.  The 
table  shows  there  was  quite  a seasonal  variation  in  the  prevalence 
of  the  condition,  most  cases  occurring  during  the  winter  and 
spring,  and  in  addition  there  were  certain  geographical  areas  of 
the  city  which  seemed  to  be  particularly  prone  to  dysenteric 
infection ; rather  surprisingly  one  of  these  was  a good  residential 
area.  No  cause  for  this  geographical  incidence  could  be  proved, 
in  spite  of  a thorough  and  prolonged  investigation  during  which 
time  several  food  shops  were  under  observation.  During  the  years 
of  prevalence  of  dysentery  the  city  was  never  without  a known 
excreter  of  the  infection — ^usually  convalescent  after  an  acute 
attack  of  the  illness — until  the  later  months  of  1953,  when,  for 
several  periods,  there  were  no  known  positive  cases.  Much  vet 
remains  to  be  done  in  the  field  of  food  cleanliness,  but  it  is 
encouraging  to  be  able  to  report  these  improving  statistics. 
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PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 

I am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  and  Manager  for  the 
following  information  as  to  the  City’s  water  supply  : — 

Houses  with  water  supply  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  75)405 

Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  or  similar  means  ...  i)i90 

76,595 

Population  supplied  direct  ...  ...  ...  ...  267,868 

Population  obtaining  mains  supply  by  stand-pipe 

or  other  means  (not  direct)  ...  ...  ...  4,165 

Total  f>opulation  supplied  ...  272,033 


The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality 
for  all  essential  purposes. 

Water  was  first  pumped  from  the  River  Severn  on  the  2nd 
February,  1953,  and  the  official  opening  took  place  on  the  29th 
April,  since  which  date  there  has  been  a continuous  supply  from 
that  river.  Ryton  Waterworks  was  taken  out  of  commission  on 
the  30th  November,  1953. 

The  appendix  given  below  contains  information  as  to  the 
frequency  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  water 
from  the  various  sources  of  supply. 

The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

No  special  action  has  been  necessary  to  meet  any  contamina- 
tion of  underground  sources  of  supply.  Chlorinating  equipment 
is  installed  at  all  Pumping  Stations  for  emergency  use. 
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CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSES 


Baoteriologioal 

Examinations 


Chemical 

Examinations 


Samples  from 

Frequency  of 
Examination 

Laboratory 

All  underground 
supplies 

Twice  weekly 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Fortnightly 

Coventry  Public 
Health 
Laboratory 

Btrensham 

Treated  water 
Daily 

All  stages  weekly 
including  inlet 
and  outlet — 
Bredon  Reservoir 
Delivery  at 
Meriden 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

As  for  underground 
supples 

Distribution 

System 

6 samples 
each  week 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

All  underground 
supplies 

Fortnightly 

Coventry 

Corporation 

Laboratory 

Full  chemical 
and  mineral 
periodically 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Btrensham 

Daily 

Treated  water 
allstages — partial 
chemical  analysis 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Weekly 

Full  analysis 
sampled  at 
Meriden 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Partical  chemical 
Fortnightly 
sampled  at 
Meriden 

As  for  Under- 
ground suppies 

8s 

COVENTRY  CREMATORIUM 

The  Canley  Crematorium,  which  ig  owned  and  operated  by 
the  Parks  and  Cemeteries  Department  of  the  Corporation, 
continued  efficiently  to  fulfill  its  role  in  the  hygienic  disposal  of 
the  dead.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  his  Deputy  and  one  of 
the  Senior  Medical  Assistants  are  the  Medical  Referees  in  this 
connection. 

The  figures  for  1953  which  show  an  increase  over  preceding 
years  were  as  follows  : — 


Total  cremations 

1953- 

1952. 

1250 

1105 

Coventry  residents 

702 

658 

Residents  of  other  areas 

548 

447 

STAFF  CHANGES 

The  following  staff  changes  occurred  during  the  year  : — 

2 Sanitary  Insj>ectors,  3 Health  Visitors,  i Municipal 
Midwife,  i Home  Help  Assistant  Supervisor  and  i 
Occupation  Centre  Assistant  left  the  service  of  the 
department,  and  i Meat  Inspector,  i Tuberculosis 
Visitor,  10  Health  Visitors,  i Municipal  Midwife,  and  i 
Occupation  Centre  Assistant  were  appointed. 

The  City  Ambulance  Service  incorporated  agency  personnel 
from  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  into  a single  comprehensive 
service. 

A number  of  changes  took  place  in  the  clerical  staff.  One 
clerk  was  called  up  for  national  service. 

Several  changes  were  also  made  in  the  Day  Nursery  and 
Home  Nursing  staff. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR— 

R.  WILLIAMS,  O.B.E.,  D.P.A.,  F.R.San.L,  F.S.LA. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  E.  A.  Johnson. 

Senior  Meat  Inspector,  L.  Vivian, 

Senior  Food  and  Bruges  Inspector,  H.  Ellis.  , 

Senior  Factories  Inspector,  T.  E.  Willmott.  ,, 

With  special  comments  on  the  following  aspects  of 
departmental  work  : — > ^ 

1.  General  Sanitation. 

2.  Housing. 

3.  Meat,  Milk  and  Other  Foods. 

4.  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

5.  Factories  Inspection. 

6.  Rodent  Destruction. 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

In  1953  there  were  5,542'  complaints  made  to  the  Department 
which  is  an  increase  of  over  600  on  the  previous  year.  It  is  clear 
that  with  any  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  j 
requiring  attention,  together  with  the  increased  activity  that  is 
expected  in  the  housing  sphere,  the  present  shortage  of  sanitary 
inspectors  is  undoubtedly  likely  to  create  difficulties  in  efficient  " 
administration  of  the  duties  of  the  Department.  Reorganisation 
has  paid  its  dividends,  'but  the  stage  has  now  been  reached  where 
ncvthing  short  of  an  increase  in  the  inspectors  available  will  enable  ' 
the  staff  to  cope  with  the  volume  of  work  which  exists  in  the  ' 

city.  The  num'ber  of  visits  made  by  inspectors  in  connection  with  1 

complaints  and  other  duties  has  dropped  from  over  58,000  to  just 
below  37,000  in  the  space  of  two  years,  and  although  some  of  ■ 

the  difference  in  numbers  of  visits  can  be  accounted  for  by  ^ 

greater  accuracy  in  recording  and  other  clerical  work,  there  is  ■ 

obviously  a considerable  fall  in  visits  due  entirely  to  the  reduction  , 

in  the  number  of  district  sanitary  inspectors.  It  is  hoped  that  • 

the  early  implementation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Working  , 

Party  Report  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  may  provide  some  assis- 
tance in  this  respect.  Nevertheless,  some  time  'must  elapse  before  j 

the  back  log  of  shortage  in  qualified  officers  can  be  made  up.  ^ 

If  may  well  be  that  the  thin  cover  provided  in  the  city  by  j 

the  inspectors  has  a bearing  on  the  fact  that  with  1,477  informal  j 

notices  that  were  served,  some  342  less  than  in  1951,  it  was  | 

necesary  to  seiwe  608  statutory  notices,  more  than  twice  the  j 

number  required  two  years  ago.  Legal  proceedings  were,  how-  j 

ever,  necessary  in  only  nine  instances,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  ^ 

find  that  the  relationship  that  has  been  built  up  between  the  j 

department  and  owners  of  property  has  not  deteriorated.  , 
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New  Legislation. 

The  followil^g  is  a summary  of  new  national  legislation 
comprising  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations  which  came  into  the 
department  during  1953  for  appropriate  attention  : — 

3 Acts — Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 
1953- 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Pigs)  Act,  1953. 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1953. 

28  Orders  dealing  with  parrot  disease  and  importation 
restrictions  upon  certain  birds ; canned  fruits  and  vegetables ; 
meat  products ; offals ; food  standards  and  labelling ; ice 
cream,  cream  and  use  of  milk;  preserves;  soft  drinks;  flour 
and  bread ; saccharin  tablets  and  artificial  sweetenings ; 
salvaged  goods;  building  extension  bye-laws. 

15  Regidations  and  other  Circtdars  dealing  with  condensed 
milk ; preservatives  in  food ; milk  (special  designations)- — • 
pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk ; milk  and  dairies ; clean 
catering;  disposal  of  unfit  meat  and  offal. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 


That  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  connected 
with  nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings  and  with  property 
improvements  can  best  be  set  out  in  tabular  form.  The  figures  in 
relation  to  these  matters  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Drainage  and  Pavement. 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 
Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps  ... 

New  Drains,  inspection  and  inlerceptiiiif  chambers 
provided 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired 

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating-  shafts  improved  or  repaired 
Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  the  sewer 
Courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired 
Sink  drains  disconnected  from  the  sewer 

Dwellings. 

Floors  of  dwellings  relaid  or  repaired 
Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 
Damp  walls — Damp  courses  inserted  ... 

Repointed  or  cement  rendered 
Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof 
Dangerous  stairs  repaired 

.-Vdditional  windows  provided  and  others  repaired  and 
made  to  open  ...  ... 

Defective  guttering  repaired 
Houses  provided  with  food  stores  ...  ... 

existing  pantries  provided  with  external  ventilation 
Sculleries  provided  or  reconstructed  or  enlarged 
Wash  houses  provided  ...  •••  . ••• 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired  ... 
New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  •••.  ••• 

Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains  remedied 
Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 
Houses  cleansed  after  infectious  disease 
Verminous  houses  and  furniture  disinfested  ... 


Dec.  Dec. 

1952  1953 

977  1139 

18  I 

54  8g 

1 13  86 

15  31 

5 3 

12  44 

8 I 


257  233 

506  403 

23  17 

126  157 

390  434 

2Q  10 

336  428 

390  535 


3 — 

27  2g 

13  6 

3 35 

7 — 

I — 

221  224 
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Water  Closets  and  Urinals. 

Additional  water  closets  provided 

Water  closets  reconstructed 

Water  closets  repaired  and  lime  washed 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  

Water  closet  pans  replaced  with  pedestals  

Defective  joints  in  hush  pipes  repaired  

Foul  water  closet  basins  and  traps  cleansed 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired  

New  hushingr  cisterns  provided 

Urinals  cleansed  and  reconstructed 

Urinals  abolished  

Privies,  Cesspools,  Ashpits  and  Dustbins. 
Cesspools  abolished 

Offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  converted  into  water 
closets 

Offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  abolished 

New  water  closets  erected  in  place  ot  above 

Houses  provided  with  sanitary  dustbins  

Various. 

Nuisances  from  animals  kept,  abated 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  

C9urts  and  back  yards  cleansed  by  tenants  ... 

Gipsy  tents  and  caravans  removed  

Dairies  reconstructed  or  improved  

Water  supply — additional  taps  provided 

Polluted  wells  dispensed  with 

Town  water  supplied  in  place  of  well  water 

Offensive  ditches  cleansed  

Miscellaneous 

Improvements  effected  at  factories 
Improvements  effected  at  shops  and  food  premises 


Dec.  Dec. 
1952  1953 

29  5Q 

it)  8 

46  18 

114  109 

22  10 

84  75 

14  8 

159  213 

70  15 


3 8 

17  38 

8 28 

8 27 

35  40 


41  18 

91  144 

14  19 

74  78 

5 — 

7 3 


14  13 

585  688 

164  55 

413  152 


5568  5732 
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Summary  of  other  Miscellaneous  Work 

FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 
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ABOLrnON  OF  CESSPOOLS : DRAINAGE 

The  progress  achieved  in  the  sanitary  improvement  of  the 
Woodway  Lane  and  Lentons  Lane  area  made  possible  by  the 
laying  of  the  branch  sewer  through  this  part  of  the  City  has  been 
fully  maintained  during  the  year  under  review. 

Property  owners  have  shown  their  appreciation  of  the  urban 
amenities  now  provided  in  this  outlying  district  which  was 
formerly  rural  in  character.  Their  continued  co-operation  in  this 
connection  is  gratifying  and  indicates  that  the  improvements  in 
hygiene  and  sanitation  which  have  taken  place  are  to  the  mutual 
benefit  of  all  concerned. 

SANITARY  PROVISION  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  estimated  number  of  sanitary  conveniences,  cesspools, 
and  ashpits,  existing  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  shown  below  : — 


Dec., 

Dec., 

1952. 

1953- 

No.  of  water  closets  in  houses,  institutions. 

schools,  factories,  etc. 

98859 

98945 

No.  of  privy  closets 

82 

78 

No.  of  pail  closets 

324 

262 

No.  of  Ashpits  ••• 

20 

Nil 

No.  of  Cesspools 

352 

344 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  City  Engineer.  Most  of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of 
by  controlled  tipping,  the  remainder  being  destroyed  by  incineration 
at  the  Citys  refuse  destructor.  The  quantity  of  refuse  collected 
during  the  year  was  65,131  tons ; of  this  quantity  18,023  tons  were 
disposed  of  by  incineration  and  47,107  tons  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping. 

The  sanitary  improvement  achieved  in  the  Walsgrave  and 
Hawkesbury  districts  included  the  conversioh  of  thirty-eight  pail 
closets  into  water  closets  connected  with  the  new  branch  sewer. 
In  addition  twenty -four  pail  closets  and  four  privy  middens  were 
abolished  in  place  of  which  twenty-seven  new  water  closets, 
connected  to  the  main  drainage  system,  were  erected.  Eight  cess- 
pools were  also  abolished,  the  majority  of  these  being  in  the 
Hawkesbury  district. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  figures  tabulated  above  that  the 
number  of  ashpits  which  formerly  existed  have  now  been  dispensed 
with.  The  abolition  of  these  out-dated  insanitary  structures  for 
the  storage  of  domestic  refuse  has  brought  about  an  important 
improvement  in  environmental  hygiene. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  sanitary  inspectorate  was 
concerned  with  complaints  in  connection  with  the  siting  of 
Corporation  pig  food  bins  in  various  parts  of  the  City.  These 
receptacles  have  been  subject  to  much  abuse  and  interference 
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both  from  irresponsible  members  of  the  public  and  domestic 
animals  allowed  to  stray.  The  scatterings  of  waste  food  on  open 
spaces  and  public  footpaths  in  the  vicinity  of  dwelling  houses  gave 
rise  to  public  health  nuisances  of  a serious  character ; so  much  so 
that  the  benefits  derived  from  the  salvage  became  negatived  by  the 
deposits  of  decaying  vegetable  and  animal  matter  frequently  found 
to  exist.  In  the  interests  of  public  health  representations  were 
made  to  the  appropriate  Department  having  control  of  the  bins 
with  a view  to  this  method  of  waste  food  collection  being  dispensed 
with.  Full  support  was  given  to  the  request  and  the  Department 
concerned  agreed  to  withdraw  all  bins  distributed  for  this  purpose. 

DUSTBINS 

It  was  anticipated  that  the  passing  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  during  1953  would  clarify  the  onus 
of  responsibility  for  providing  dustbins  to  private  dwelling  houses. 
No  appreciab'e  change,  however,  has  been  made  in  the  existing 
law  on  this  question  by  the  new  legislation  now  in  force.  The 
local  authority  must  still  continue  to  exercise  its  proper  discretion 
as  to  the  person  on  whom  the  notice  under  Section  75  (i)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  is  to  be  served.  The  new  Act  has  simply 
provided  an  amendment  whereby  the  person  served  with  a notice 
is  under  an  obligation,  in  the  event  of  an  appeal,  to  serve  a notice 
of  the  appeal  on  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  building  as  the  case 
may  be.  The  Court  then  has  the  opportunity  of  deciding  whether 
the  owner  or  occupier  shall  provide  the  dustbin  in  compliance  with 
the  statutory  notice.  In  exercising  the  powers  under  the  relevant 
subsection  of  the  Act  the  Court  is  required  to  have  regard  to  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  tenancy  of  the  premises  concerned. 

In  each  instance  where  it  is  found  necessary  to  take  formal 
action  in  respect  to  the  provision  of  a dustbin  the  owner  and 
occupier  of  the  dwelling  house  is  furnished  w;ith  a questionnaire. 
The  information  supplied  enables  a full  report  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Health  Committee  on  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Proper 
discretion  may  therefore  be  exercised  in  accordance  with  the 
statute  in  determining  on  whom  the  notice  is  to  be  served.  One 
owner  appealed  to  the  City  Magistrates’  Court  during  the  year 
against  the  requirements  to  provide  three  dustbins  to  a dwelling 
house  let  off  in  nine  separate  flats.  It  was  revealed  at  the  hearing 
of  the  appeal  that  the  appellant  had  not  complied  with  the 
statutory  obligation  to  serve  the  requisite  notice  upon  the 
occupiers  of  the  building.  The  Magistrates  dismissed  the  appeal 
in  consequence  of  this  omission. 

Many  householders  and  property  owners  sought  advice  in 
connection  with  the  provision  of  dustbins  and  the  large  majority 
decided  in  favour  of  mutual  co-operation  or  private  attention  to 
the  matter  rather  than  depend  upon  the  uncertain  terms  of  the 
law  on  this  problem. 

It  is  a sigmificant  fact  that  an  increasing  number  of  local 
authorities  are  taking  advantage  of  the  powers  contained  in  the 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  amending  Act  referred  to,  by 
which  dustbins  can  be  supplied  as  a municipal  undertaking.  The 
public  health  hazards  which  are  ever  present,  where  dustbins  are 
needed  for  the  proper  storage  of  refuse,  is  a strong  point  in  favour 
of  this  method  of  overcoming  a serious  difficulty.  That  this  method 
is  becO'ming  more  widely  adopted  throughout  the  country  is  a 
clear  indication  of  the  importance  attached  to  this  aspect  of 
sanitation. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  dwelling  houses  was  carried 
out  in  224  instances.  The  bed  bug  was  the  chief  source  of  trouble 
in  this  respect  and  remedial  measures  were  successfully  effected  by 
the  use  of  insecticides  containing  D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  in 
liquid  form  or  generated  as  a residual  smoke.  In  accordance  with 
the  established  custom,  the  sanitary  inspectors  staff  gave  prompt 
attention  to  all  cases  discovered  or  notified.  Treatment  was 
continued  until  disinfestation  was  complete. 

Special  attention  was  also  given  to  a troublesome  black  beetle, 
(Blatta  Orientalis)  infestation  at  an  open  air  school  under  the 
control  of  the  Local  Education  Committee.  The  pest  had  invaded 
class  rooms,  food  kitchen,  and  dining  room,  where  it  had  firmly 
established  itself  in  the  subfloor  spaces  beneath  the  rooms.  The 
infestation  was  traced  to  the  boiler  house  and  was  believed  to 
have  originated  from  the  supplies  of  coke  stored  there.  A rigorous 
application  of  powder  insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  and  the  use 
of  Gammexane  smoke  generators  over  an  extended  period  proved 
entirely  successful.  Disinfestation  was  followed  b)'  proofing 
measures  throughout  the  building. 

PIG  KEEPING 

The  steady  decline  in  the  keeping  of  pigs  in  back  gardens  and 
allotments  commented  upon  in  previous  reports  has  shown  a 
marked  decrease  during  the  year  under  review.  There  appears 
to  be  a trend  towards  pig  keeping  on  a commercial  basis  on  small 
holdings  and  other  agricultural  land  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the 
city.  Public  health  considerations  favour  this  method  of  pig 
keeping  in  preference  to  that  formerly  carried  on  by  the  cottager 
in  back  gardens  located  in  thickly  populated  districts.  The  domestic 
pig  makes  an  important  contribution  to  the  country’s  food  supply 
when  kept  in  the  right  place  and  under  proper  sanitary  conditions. 
However  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  suitable  hygienic  standards  and 
avoidance  of  nuisance  in  an  urban  area.  The  wider  powers  of 
control  which  can  now  be  exercised  have  had  a restraining  influence 
upon  this  practice  in  congested  districts.  Economic  circumstances 
have  also  played  their  part.  The  number  of  cottagers’  pigs 
slaughtered  was  370  as  compared  with  843  last  year  and  2,013 
1949.  keepers  are  given  every  encouragement  to  avail  them- 

selves of  the  up-to-date  facilities  for  pig  killing  at  the  public 
abattoir. 
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No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  from  persons 
proposing  to  keep  pigs  in  private  or  allotment  gardens.  While 
there  is  no  obligation  upon  any  person  to  seek  the  approval  of 
the  sanitary  inspectors’  section  in  this  respect  it  is  in  their  interest 
to  do  so.  Much  expense,  labour,  and  trouble  to  prospective  pig 
keepers  can  often  be  saved  where  locality,  hygienic  standards  and 
other  conditions  are  not  suitable. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  pig  keepers’  premises  made  by 
the  inspectorial  staff  was  in.  However  important  the  merit  of 
pig  keeping  may  be  the  public  health  aspect  is  entitled  to  first 
consideration  where  a city’s  population  is  concerned. 

REFERENCES  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

It  is  gratifying  to  place  on  record  the  cordial  relations  which 
exist  between  the  various  departments  and  the  sanitary  inspectors’ 
section  in  connection  with  the  many  and  varied  references 
necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  sanitary  services. 
.A.  total  of  1,341  references  was  made  during  the  year  to  the  City 
Engineer,  Water  Engineer,  Housing,  Parks,  Education  Depart- 
ments and  to  the  Estate  Surveyor  and  City  Architect.  The 
matters  referred  were  in  relation  to  dangerous  and  unauthorised 
buildings,  wastage  of  water,  removal  of  refuse,  clearing  of 
obstructed  sewers  and  combined  drains  and  defects  in  Corporation 
owned  houses. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  searches  were  made  in  respect  to 
4,054  properties  for  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department  under  the  Land 
Charges  Act,  1925. 


HOUSING 

A major  section  of  the  work  of  the  sanitary  inspectorate 
throughout  the  year  was  directed  towards  the  repair  and  main- 
tenance of  habitable  dwelling  houses  by  the  powers  contained  in 
the  Public  Health  Act,  193-6.  In  this  connection  4,570  repairs  and 
improvements  were  effected  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
associated  with  housing  conditions. 

While  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  the  sanitary  inspectors’ 
work  cannot  be  over-estimated,  the  wider  issues  of  the  housing 
problem  involving  unfit  slum  dwellings  and  sub-standard  properties 
have  still  to  be  tackled. 

The  White  Paper  entitled  “Houses — The  Next  Step’’, 
presented  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to 
Parliament  in  November  gives  a clear  indication  of  the  urgency 
attached  to  the  problem. 

The  four  point  plan  outlined  by  the  Minister  for  dealing  with 
the  housing  needs  on  a national  basis  has  opened  the  way  to  an 
early  start  on  the  housing  arrears  which  have  accumulated  through 
the  post  war  years. 
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This  comprehensive  plan  of  repair,  maintenance  improvement 
and  demolition  is  made  possible  by  the  advance  in  new  house 
building'  and  the  relaxing  of  licencing  control. 

The  promise  of  the  necessary  statutory  powers  in  the  near 
future  through  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Bill,  to  bring  the 
plan  into  operation,  is  a matter  of  encouragement  to  all 
concerned. 

The  progress  in  new  house  building  achieved  in  the  city 
during  the  year  under  review  has  enabled  the  Council  to  see  their 
way  clear  to  declare  a definite  allocation  of  new  houses  for  the 
slum  clearance  schemes  awaiting  attention.  It  is  evident  therefore 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  energies  of  the  inspectorial 
staff  can  be  devoted  to  the  more  heartening  task  of  securing  an 
all  round  improvement  in  housing  conditions. 


REHOUSING 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  ist  January,  i953 
Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  31st  December,  1953 


Number  of  families  rehoused  by  end  of  year  1953 

From  Category  “.A.”  (First  Priority)  ...  ...  76 

From  Category  “B”  (Second  Priority)  ...  651 

From  Category  “C”  (Third  Priority)  ...  887 

From  Category  “D”  (Fourth  Priority)  ...  63 

From  unclassified  category  ...  ...  ...  247 


Number  of  applications  for  Corporation  houses  made 
during  the  year  1953 

Number  of  applications  for  building  licences,  1953 
Number  of  building  licences  granted  for  private  house 

building,  1953 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Corporation  during  1953 
Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed 
Number  of  houses  demolished 

Number  of  families  rehoused  as  a result  of  representations 
by  the  Health  Department 


10,863 

9.015 

1,924 


3.482 

1.183 

1,114 

1,718 

27 

30 
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CARAVANS,  FAIRS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Council’s  approved  scheme 
for  providing  a properly  planned  site  for  movable  dwellings  was 
completed.  The  site  is  designed  to  conform  with  a high  standard 
of  sanitation  agreed  upon  after  consultations  with  the  various 
departments  concerned  with  its  development.  The  arrangements 
in  respect  to  layout,  drainage,  water  supply  and  sanitary  accom- 
modation are  in  full  accord  with  the  requirements  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  The  site  provides  accommodation  for  a total 
of  1 16  movable  dwellings  and  makes  an  important  contribution 
towards  the  Health  Committee’s  efforts  to  terminate  the  insanitary 
conditions  associated  with  unauthorised  caravan  sites  in  the  city. 

The  acute  housing  shortage  has  given  rise  to  many  instances 
of  land  being  used  for  the  siting  of  caravans  which  is  totally 
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unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  The  establishment  of  the  Corporation 
owned  and  managfed  site  has  enabled  the  inspectorial  staff  to 
proceed  with  the  enforcement  of  the  licencing-  provisions  for  the 
control  of  caravan  dwellers.  In  this  connection  a plan  was  put 
into  operation  towards  the  year  end  for  the  clearance  of  a larg-e 
area  consisting"  of  allotment  gardens  and  waste  land  which  was 
improperly  used  as  sites  for  numerous  caravans  and  converted 
buses.  A complete  disregard  for  sanitary  conditions  and  over- 
crowding of  vehicles  for  living  purposes  gave  rise  to  a serious 
public  health  menace.  The  deplorable  conditions  created  made  it 
imperative  that  stringent  action  should  be  taken  in  the  interests 
of  all  concerned.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  necessary  measures 
for  the  clearance  of  these  unlicensed  and  insanitary  sites  were  well 
advanced. 

In  order -that  effectual  control  may  be  exercised  over  the 
improper  siting  of  caravans  and  other  types  of  movable  dwellings 
throughout  the  city  an  essential  condition  is  that  there  should  be 
SLifiicient  licensed  accommodation  to  satisfy  the  need.  The 
demand  for  such  sites  by  people  who  have  had  to  resort  to  this 
mode  of  life  while  the  housing  shortage  remains  acute  is  fully 
acknowledged  by  the  local  authority.  As  proof  of  this,  approval 
was  given  for  an  extension  to  be  made  to  the  established  municipal 
controlled  site  during  the  year  under  review.  Provision  for  an 
additional  76  caravans  is  allowed  for  and  it  is  considered  that 
when  this  project  is  achieved  suitable  and  sufficient  accommodation 
will  then  be  available  for  the  remaining  caravans  which  are  at 
present  located  on  various  unauthorised  plots  of  land. 

Two  licences  were  granted  under  Section  269  (i)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  one  permitting  the  extension  of  an  established 
site  and  one  in  respect  to  a new  site.  In  addition  thirteen  licences 
were  granted  under  Section  269  (ii)  of  the  Act  to  station  and  use 
caravans  for  a limited  period  subject  to  licence  conditions.  During 
the  same  period  two  applications  to  establish  caravan  sites  were 
refused. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  city  under  the 
control  of  the  Salvation  Army.  It  is  well  conducted  and  main- 
tained in  a clean  condition.  Accommodation  is  provided  for  275 
lodgers  and  the  nightly  average  of  men  seeking  lodgings  during 
the  year  was  in  excess  of  200.  Supervision  was  satisfactory  and 
no  contravention  of  the  byelaws  was  observed. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No.  on  Register  January,  1953 
No.  discontinued  during  the  year  ... 
No.  on  Register  December,  1953  ... 

No.  of  visits  during  the  year 
No.  of  contraventions  observed 


9 

T 

8 

18 

Nil 


Part  of  Unlicensed  Caravan  Site  in  Little  Park  Street.  Now  cleared. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

Tri{>e  Boilers  ... 

Hide  and  Skin  Dealers 
Rag^  and  Bone  Dealers 
Gut  Scrapers  ... 

Tallow  Melters 
Bone  Boilers  ... 


2 

2 

3 

I 

I 

I 


located  at  the  public  abattoir 
where  tripe  boiling  is  also  carried  on.  During  the  year  -aoa 

A reasonalk 

Standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 


CANAL  BOATS 

^ A seventy-eight  visits  were  made  to  the  canal 

and  cabins  of  112  boats  were  examined.  The  number  of  boats 
conforming  with  the  Acts  and  Regulations  was  103,  while  nine 
infringements  were  noted  on  nine  boats.  The  cabins  of  the  boats 
inspected  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  eighty-two  men,  sixty-one 
women  and  thirty-nme  children. 


One  case  of  infectious  disease  (non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis) 
was  notified  during  the  year  on  a boat  plying  in  the  district  The 
patient  was  removed  to  hospital  and  subsequently  recovered 
completely. 

Other  details  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — ■ 


Total  number  of  boats  registered  up  to  31st  December 

1953  ’ 

Boats  added  to  Register  in  1953 
Registrations  cancelled  ... 

Actual  number  of  boats  on  Register  at  31st  December 

1953  


548 

Nil 

327 

221 


G 


98 

CHART  ILLUSTRATING  ANNUAL  KILLING 
SPREAD -OVER  FOR  1953. 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS 
SI  AUGHTERED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 


THOUSANDS 


DURING  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 
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MEAT,  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
Public  Abattoir. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaug-htered  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
was  some  8,000  lower  than  the  previous  year.  Unfortunately,  this 
did  not  mean  a proportionate  reduction  in  the  meat  inspectors’ 
work  since  most  of  the  reduction  in  the  total  number  related  to  the 
decrease  in  the  sheep  killed. 

While  the  kill  was  distributed  more  evenly  over  the  year  than 
was  the  case  in  any  of  the  post-war  years  there  were  two  very 
noticeable  peak-killing  periods  during  early  summer  and  autumn. 
During  these  periods  the  rate  of  slaughter  maintained  again  had 
an  adverse  affect  on  both  the  quality  of  the  finished  dressed  carcase 
and  also  on  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  slaughter^halls.  It 
has  always  been  a disadvantage  in  the  Government  control  of 
slaughterhouses  that  the  control  and  administration  were  never 
able  to  produce  meat  under  conditions  and  standards  that  applied 
when  private  butchers  operated  in  precontrol  times.  The  task  of 
providing  meat  for  allocation  was  given  prime  consideration  and 
the  legal  requirements  were  often  neglected  in  order  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  retailers.  > 

An  instance  of  this  is  noted  in  the  occurrence  of  43  cases  of 
bone-taint  in  home-killed  beef  resulting  in  the  condemnation  of 
3,655  lbs.  of  beef  during  the  summer  months.  Much,  if  not  all 
of  this  could  have  been  avoided  if  the  cattle  had  been  adequately 
rested,  and  if  greater  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  methods  of 
slaughter  and  cooling. 

In  February,  memo  3/Meat  replaced  memo  62/Food,  1926,  as 
the  standard  regarding  the  methods  and  criteria  of  meat  inspection 
recommended  by  the  Ministry.  Several  new  techniques  in  meat 
inspection  practice  are  introduced  in  the  new  memorandum. 

Primarily,  it  has  meant  a far  greater  number  of  detailed 
inspections  being  made  of  carcases  than  was  previously  the 
custom.  Its  provisions  relating  to  the  sterilization  of  equipment, 
etc.,  have  not  yet  been  implemented  but  the  Markets  Department 
hope  to  provide  suitable  apparatus  during  the  coming  year. 

It  is  the  announced  intention  of  the  Government  to  decontrol 
meat  marketing  in  July,  1954,  and  this  will  restore  to  butchers 
and  wholesalers  their  pre-war  trading  activities.  At  this  stage, 
it  is  too  early  to  forecast  correctly  the  amount  of  killing  to  be 
carried  out  at  the  abattoir,  but  it  is  fairly  safe  to  assume  that 
areas  outside  the  city  that  were  supplied  in  pre-war  years  from 
private  slaughterhouses  and  that  were  supplied  from  Coventry 
during  control  will  continue  to  use  our  abattoir  for  some  time  to 
come.  On  this  assumption,  consultations  with  the  Markets 
Department  have  taken  place  regarding  methods  to  be  employed 
to  ensure  that  the  required  standards  of  hygiene  are  maintained 
from  the  commencement  of  tho  new  scheme.  Wholesale  butchers 
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and  private  butchers  will  be  catered  for  since  facilities  will  be 
available  for  gfroup  and  individual  slaughtering. 

Animal  Health. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  comparing  tuberculosis  infections 
of  this  and  the  previous  year  is  the  drop  of  7%  in  localised 
infections  in  cows,  and  a decrease  of  more  than  100  carcases  in 
the  total  condemnations  of  cows  for  generalised  tuberculosis. 

The  .figures  for  cattle  other  than  cows  do  not  show  such  large 
differences  but  it  is  good  to  see  that  there  is  a continued  improve- 
ment in  the  figures  even  if  they  are  not  so  outstanding  as  those 
for  cows. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  in  calves  and  pigs  remains  fairly 
constant. 

Whereas  the  figures  for  diseased  conditions  other  than  tuber- 
culosis do  not  show  any  appreciable  changes,  the  number  of  whole 
carcases  of  cows  condemned  in  this  category  fell  by  some  50%,  a 
remarkable  decline. 

This  very  favourable  feature  is  due  entirely  to  the  revised 
attitude  of  the  Ministry  regarding  the  “manufacture”  grade  of 
cow  which  showed  up  so  markedly  in  last  year’s  report,  and  to 
which  attention  was  drawn.  Indeed,  a new  grade  of  young  cow 
was  introduced  and  this  had  the  effect  of  inducing  farmers  to 
produce  this  quality  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the  older  and 
leaner  type.  On  the  whole,  it  has  been  a year  in  which  an 
improved  quality  of  beef  has  been  available  to  the  butchers  shop. 
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GRAPHICAL  representation  OF 
iANNUAL  KILL  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 

bovines. 

— CATTLE  ("OTHER  THAN  COWS). 

— COWS. 

CALVES. 


SHEEP. 


PIGS 


1 1949 


1950 


I9SI 


1952 


1953 
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In  pigs,  there  were  ten  fewer  cases  of  Swine  Fever 
encountered  during  the  year.  Pneumonia,  pleurisy  and  cirrhosis 
of  livers  continue  to  be  the  major  reasons  for  local  condemnations 
in  these  animals. 

The  continued  use  of  the  electric  method  of  stunning  pigs  m 
preference  to  the  captive  bolt  method  has  succeeded  in  keeping  the 
number  of  “blood  splashed”  carcases  down  to  a satisfactory 
minimum. 

Again  this  year  it  has  to  be  noted  that  abscess  conditions  of 
the  alimentary  tract  and  traumatic  peritonitis  m cattle  point  to 
the  increasing  use  of  mechanisation  on  farms  and  to  animals 
swallowing  pieces  of  baling-wire,  etc.,  and  the  consequent  penetra- 
tion of  the  walls  of  their  stomachs  by  these  objects. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

In  December,  an  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 
occurred  at  a farm  within  five  miles  of  the  city.  Healthy  contact 
animals  from  the  farm  were  slaughtered  at  the  farm  and  brought 
in  to  the  depot  for  distribution.  It  was  found  necessary  to  condemn 
two  cow  carcases,  four  sheep,  and  offals  from  some  thirty  catt  e 
and  twenty-five  sheep  for  non-infectious  disease  conditions. 

Five  oases  of  Swine  Fever  were  confirmed  in  pigs  sent  in  to 
the  abattoir  for  slaughter.  In  each  case  the  pig  had  been  sent 
in  for  casualty  slaughter. 

No  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  discovered  in  any  of  the 
animals  which  had  died  in  transit  or  in  the  lairages.  Post  mortem 
examinations  were  carried  out  in  all  cases  to  discover  the  cause 
of  death  and  in  cases  where  notifiable  diseases  were  suspected 
blood  specimens  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Tuberculosis  Orders. 

Seven  cows  were  sent  in  for  slaughter  under  the  provision  of 
these  orders  six  being  found  as  a result  of  positive  mi 
samples  being  discovered  in  laboratory  tests  of  milks  sent  in  tor 
analysis  by  colleague  inspectors  of  neighbouring  districts. 
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COUNTY  DISTRIBUTION  OF  COLLECTING 

i CENTRES  SERVING  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 

WITH  CATTLE  DURING  1953. 
cows. 


^/RCESTER. 

|;CESTER. 

(RBY  LINCS. 
UNOTTS. 

.RTHANTS. 

IIRWICK5HIRE. 

iAFFORD. 


CATTLE  OTHER  THAN  COWS. 
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Congenital  tuberculosis  was  discovered  in  seven  of  the  calves 
slaughtered  during  the  year.  Five  cases  were  reported  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  field  investigation  and 
as  a result  their  dams  were  traced  and  slaughtered  and  found  to 
be  affected.  In  the  other  two  cases,  loss  of  market  tickets  on  the 
calf  skins  prevented  their  dams  being  traced. 

Country-dressed  animals  and  inter-depot  transfers. 

Inspections  carried  out  under  this  heading  include  animals 
which  have  been  slaughtered  at  or  near  the  farm  because  of 
emergency  reasons,  and  animals  slaughtered  at  other  centres  and 
sent  to  our  depot  for  distribution  to  the  butchers’  shops. 

The  former  are  all  inspected  in  accordance  with  Memo  3/ Meat. 
The  latter  have  usually  been  previously  inspected  at  the  place  of 
slaughter  but  a check  inspection  of  some  5%  is  carried  out  before 
leaving  this  depot.  During  the  year  4852  such  inspections  were 
made. 

As  was  the  case  in  1952,  there  has  been  a fairly  constant 
weekly  killing  carried  out  at  our  abattoir  of  approximately  60 
cattle  for  London  markets. 

Imported  Meats. 

A total  of  11,425,270  lbs.  of  imported  meat  and  offal  was 
dealt  with  at  the  depot  during  the  year.  This  was  nearly  twice 
as  much  as  for  the  previous  year. 

Check  inspections  of  this  meat  and  offal  are  regularly  carried 
out  and  this  year  1512  lbs.  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Bone  taint,  moulds  and  decomposition  were  the 
main  causes  of  condemnation. 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Some  45  cases  of  this  parastic  condition  w:ere  found  during 
the  course  of  inspections.  These  were  only  7 fewer  than  for  the 
year  1952  but  no  generalised  case  was  found.  Of  these  45  cases, 
eleven  were  viable  and  in  these  cases  the  carcases  and  remaining 
organs  were  refrigerated  in  accordance  with  Ministry  recommenda- 
tions before  release  for  human  consumption. 

Animals  of  the  2 — ^3  year-old  group  were  again  mostly  found 
to  be  affected  only  6 cases  being  observed  in  cows. 

Meat  Transport — Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  fleet  of  meat  vans  engaged 
at  the  depot  for  the  delivery  of  meat  was  maintained.  Three  new 
containers  were  provided  to  replace  older  ones  after  representations 
being  made  to  the  owners.  In  two  cases  the  hanging  rails  are 
fitted  with  rollers  enabling  meat  to  be  loaded  at  the  tail  board  and 
moved  into  position  from  there.  All  vans  are  equipped  with 
hanging  rails  for  home-skilled  meat  and  it  is  to  be  deplored  that 
this  provision  is  not  standardised  throughout  the  country. 


Liaison  with  Veterinary  Services. 

Close  and  friendly  relation^  are  established  between  the  meat 
inspectors  and  veterinary  oflicers  practising  in  the  district  and 
much  of  the  inspectors’  post  mortem  findings  are  linked  with  the 
field  work  of  the  veterinarians.  Thereby,  much  valuable  information 
is  made  available  for  mutual  benefit.  It  is  pleasing  to  record 
the  willingness  of  several  of  the  veterinary  surgeons  to  submit 
tissues  and  lesions  of  disease  to  their  research  establishments  for 
histological  and  pathological  reports. 

In  addition,  many  specimens  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  appropriate  reports. 

Apart  from  such  cases  as  notification  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  of  congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves,  any 
disease  encountered  during  inspection  that  is  considered  worthy 
of  reporting  is  notified.  An  interesting  example  of  this  was  where 
an  abnormal  number  of  pigs  from  a collecting  centre  were  found 
to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  the  alimentary  system.  Field 
investigations  carried  out  by  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the 
Ministry  proved  that  the  pigs  were  being  fed  with  milk  from  a 
cow  which  had  an  infected  udder.  This  cow  was  subsequently 
slaughtered  under  the  provision  of  the  Tuberculosis  Orders. 

Biological  material  is  made  available  for  many  of  the  city 
schools  and  colleges  and  many  school  students  and  associations 
were  shown  the  working  arrangements  of  the  abattoir. 

Staff. 

In  order  to  cope  with  the  meat  inspection  services  required  a 
further  appointment  of  meat  inspector  was  made  so  that  there  are 
now  three  inspectors  engaged  in  meat  inspection  duties  full-time. 
During  peak  periods  these  inspectors  are  further  supplemented  by 
assistance  from  the  food  and  district  inspectors. 

IMPORTED  MEAT 

Total  amount  of  imported  carcase  meat  and  offals  pitched  at 
depot:  11,425,270  lbs. 

Amount  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  1,512  lbs. 

Condemnations 

Bone-taint 
Moulds 

Decomposition 
Malodour 
Store-burn 
Rancidity 
Haemorrhage 


787 

lbs. 

285 

lbs. 

176 

lbs. 

120 

lbs. 

98 

lbs. 

40 

lbs. 

6 

lbs. 
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Classified  Summary  of  Inspections  Carried  Out  by  Meat  Inspectors. 

Ante  and  post  mortem  examinations  of  animals 

slaughtered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  111,964 

Post  mortem  examinations  of  animals  dead  on  arrival 

or  in  lairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Inspections  of  country  dressed  carcases  and  inter-depHDt 

transfers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4)852 

Re-inspections  of  home-killed  meat  ...  ...  ...  96 

Detailed  inspections  of  imported  meat  ...  ...  ...  182 

Inspections  of  canned  meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Inspections  of  foods  other  than  canned  meats  and 

carcase  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Inspections  at  Fatstock  collecting  centre  ...  ...  51 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  2,392 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  274 

Inspections  in  conjunction  with  Ministry  of  Food 

Enforcement  Officers  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 


Total  ...  119,885 


107 


GRAPHICAL  REPRESENTATION  OF 
PERCENTAGE  OF  DISEASE  INCIDENCE 

IN  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED. 

(A)  - TUBERCULOSIS. 

; COWS. 

CATTLE  (OTHER  THAN  COWS). 

CALVES. 

PIGS. 


1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 


(B)  - OTHER  DISEASES. 

cows. 

CATTLE  (other  THAN  COWS). 

CALVES. 

SHEEP. 

PIGS. 
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Eradication  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis 


Animals  slaughtered  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Orders,  1938-46. 


Advanced 

Non- 

Advancod 

Total 

6 

1 

7 

Four  of  the  above  ware  traced  as  a result  of  positive  T.B.  milks  being 
discovered  in  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  by  sampling 
ofdcers  of  local  authorities  within  the  County. 


Tuberculosis  in  Calves 


Congenital 
Tuberculosis 
in  calves 
slaughtered 
at  the 
abattoir. 

Cases 

observed 

Cases  reported 
to  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for 
investigation 

Affected 

dams 

slaugh- 

tered 

Dams 

clinically 

healthy 

Dam  not 
traced 

7 

5 

5 

— 

2 

Country-Dressed  Carcases  and  Inter-Depot  Transfers. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs  and 
Pig  heads 

Offals 

Total 

Number  inspected 

243 

10 

971 

,3,586 

42 

4,852 

Carcases  rejected 

5 

3 

17 

34 

— 

59 

Part  or  organ 

rejected 

48 

1 

61 

53 

— 

163 

log 


Summary  of  Inspections  of  Slaughtered  Animals 


Coventry  Public  Abattoir— Year  1953 


Cattle 
other 
than  Cows 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

Total 

Animals  slaughtered 

and  inspected 

13,388 

5,864 

6,525 

59,616 

26,571 

111,964 

CTubbbculosis 

Whole 

25 

96 

7 

17 

145 

Parts  or 
organs 

928 

1,748 

4 

747 

3,427 

% affected 

7.12 

31.45 

0.17 

•• 

2.88 

3.19 

Otheb 

Diseases 

AND 

Conditions 

Whole 

15 

69 

89 

147 

62 

382 

Parts  or 
organs 

3,002 

1,423 

56 

3,418 

3,612 

11,511 

% affected 

22.53 

25.44 

2.22 

5.98 

13.83 

10  62 

“ Cows  ” include  all  female  bovines  which  have  calved. 

lAnimals  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  some  other  condition  are  recorded  as  affected 

with  tuberculosis  only. 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  found  unfit 
in  home  killed  animals  slaughtered  at  the 

Abattoir.  199  7 0 24 

no 


Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  affecting  whole  carcases 


Disease — Condition 

Cattle 

other 

than 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Emaciation  . . 

7 

39 

3 

75 

1 

125 

Emaciation  with  dropsy  . . 

1 

16 

1 

36 

5 

59 

Immaturity  .. 

— 

— 

53 

— 

2 

55 

Septicoemia : — 

(a)  Septic  pneumonia 

„ 



8 

2 

10 

(bj  Septic  peritonitis 

1 

1 

— 

4 

2 

8 

(c)  Septic  metritis 

— 

2 

- 

3 

— 

5 

(d)  Septic  pericarditis' 

1 

3 

- 

— 

— 

4 

(e)  Septic  mastitis 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

Fever  . . 

2 

1 

9 

— 

18 

30 

Moribund 

— 

1 

1 

7 

6 

15 

Oedema 

— 

3 

1 

— 

9 

13 

Pyaemia 

— 

1 

3 

5 

2 

11 

Joint-ill 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

9 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Swine  Erysipelas  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Swine  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Gangrene 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Toxaemia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Extensive  bruising 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Milk  fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Enterotoxaemi  a 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasms 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Blackleg 

1 

Total 

15 

69 

89 

147 

62 

382 

Ill 


Diseases  and  Conditions  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  Encountered 
During  Inspection  of  all  Animals  During  the  Year 


Disease — Condition 

Cattle 

other 

than 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Oedema 

11 

7 

3 

3 

34 

Fatty  infiltration  . . 

3 

8 

— 

48 

5 

64 

Pigmentation 

6 

3 

4 

2 

13 

28 

Emphysema  . . 

Pleurisy 

8 

491 

13 

196 

4 

86 

482 

21 

1258 

Pneumonia  . . 

89 

49 

29 

339 

2415 

2920 

Pericarditis  . . 

61 

47 

2 

24 

503 

627 

Cirrhosis  — hepatitis 

8 

3 

10 

9 

694 

724 

Enteritis 

68 

172 

— 

20 

263 

513 

Mastitis 

1 

184 

— 

— 

143 

328 

Arthritis 

1 

— 

— 

11 

26 

38 

Nephritis 

18 

41 

— 

— 

18 

77 

Peritonitis 

427 

404 

1 

14 

126 

972 

Fibrosis 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Abscess 

766 

317 

3 

96 

42 

1224 

Haemorrhage 

36 

12 

— 

6 

2 

65 

Tumours 

13 

10 

— 

4 

— 

27 

Angiomata  . . 

8 

476 

— 

— 

— 

483 

Johne’s  Disease 

34 

123 

— 

— 

— 

167 

Actinomycosis — bacillosis 

323 

45 

— 

— 

11 

379 

Distomatosis — fascioliasis 

1064 

462 

— 

1373 

— 

2899 

Strongylosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

232 

— 

232 

Echinococcus  veterinorum 
C.  tenuicollis 

177 

128 



864 

5 

1064 

Pentastomes  and  other 

parasites 

101 

105 

608 



814 

C.  bovis — C.  ovis 

39 

6 

— 

— 

— 

45 

Injuries — wounds  .. 

21 

11 

3 

8 

34 

77 

Rash  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

71 

71 

Fractures 

11 

3 

— 

5 

39 

58 

Bruising 

46 

47 

6 

6 

10 

114 

Bone-taint 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43 

Bacterial  and  fat  necrosis  . . 

12 

6 

1 

19 

II2 


PHARMACEUTICALS 


Liver — ^unfit  for  food  but 
suitable  for  processing 
(lbs.) 

Pancreas. 

Supranenal. 

No. 

Pituitaries. 

Cattle 

63,915 

8,649 

527 

2,948 

Calves 

85i 

Pigs 

2,413 

Total 

63,915 

ll,147i 

527 

2,948 

An  appreciably  greater  weight  was  directed  to  the  by-products 
plant  of  the  Markets  Department  because  of  the  inability  of  the 
fine  chemical  industry  to  use  all  the  material  availab’e.  Similarly 
the  endocrines,  etc.,  collected  represent  only  the  amount  requested 
by  the  industry  and  not  the  total  raw  material  available. 

PURVEYORS  OF  MILK 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  selling  milk  within  the  city  : — 


1952. 

1953- 

(a)  residing  in  the  city 

80 

78 

(b)  residing  outside  the  city 

32 

41 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  selling 
bottled  milk  only  from  shop  premises 

384 

423 

During  the  year  1,027  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  and 
milk  shops  arid  of  milk  vehicles. 

Iri  1953  the  decrease  in  the  sale  of  “loose”  milk  has 
continued  and  the  amount  now  sold  in  the  city  is  very  small.  A 
few  producer  retailers  are  still  selling  their  own  produce  but  these 
will  cease  early  in  1954  if,  as  anticipated,  the  City  of  Coventrj' 
becomes  part  of  a specified  area. 

Big  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  dairy  trade  during  the 
year,  four  processing  dairies  individually  owned  having  been 
amalgamated  under  one  large  firm.  In  the  near  future  the 
processing  of  their  milk  will  be  centralised  in  one  large  dairy, 
which  will  necessitate  the  installation  of  new  plant. 

MILK 

It  is  estimated  that  the  quantity  of  milk  consumed  daily  in 
the  city  is  approximately  32,000  gallons,  comprising  ; — ' 
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Milk  from  farms  in  the  city 

Milk  from  farms  within  25 — .30  mile  radius 

Milk  from  Distributing  Depots  ••• 

The  32,000  gallons  are  made  up  as  follows  : — ■ 
Pasteurised  Milk 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  

Channel  Island  T.T.  Milk  ... 

Sterilised  Milk 
Ungraded  Milk  


gallons. 

800 

21,000 

10,200 


27,500 

1,400 

150 

350 

2,500 

100 


The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  respecting 
sour^  milk  and  dirty  milk  bottles  has  once  again  been  very  low 
and  indicates  that  the  dairymen  of  the  city  are  maintaining  careful 
supervision  on  their  methods  of  pasteurisation,  supply,  and 
distribution. 


Approximately  1,300  gallons  of  milk  were  supplied  daily  to 
city  schools,  this  being  served  to  30,000  children  per  day,  each 
child  receiving  one  third  of  a pint  or  more  per  school  day. 

The  milk  has  been  frequently  sampled  and  submitted  for 
chemical  bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  have  shown 
good  standards  of  quality  and  cleanliness  throughout  the  year. 


DESIGNATED  MILK 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949 
The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949/1953. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Table  setting  out  the  number  of  licences  issued  during  1953. 

Pasteurised  Milk,  Pasteurisers’  Licences  ...  13 

Pasteurised  Milk,  Dealers’  Licences  314 

Sterilised  Milk,  Producer’s  Licence  ...  ...  i 

Sterilised  Milk,  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  218 

Tuberculin  Tested,  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  130 

.Accredited,  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  thirteen  pasteurisers’  licences  mentioned  above  were 
issued  to  ten  dairymen  and  include  five  licences  to  pasteurise  milk 
by  the  H.T.S.T.  process  and  eight  by  the  Holder  process.  During 
the  year  two  dairies  using  the  Holder  process  changed  their  plant 
to  the  H.T.S.T.  method. 

Two  other  new  dairies  commenced  pasteurisation  by  the 
Holder  process  and  in  October  one  dairy  using  the  H.T.S.T. 
process  discontinued  processing  milk  and  is  now  used  as  a 

distributing  centre  only. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there  were  nine 
reg^istered  dairies  processing-  pasteurised  milk,  five  by  the  Holder 
process,  three  by  the  H.T.S.T.  process  and  one  dairy  using  both  ; 
processes.  • 

Samples  of  m.ilk  were  obtained  frequently  from  all  dairies  ‘ 
and  submitted  for  appropriate  examinations.  ' 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  and  the  results  obtained  ■ 
are  set  out  below  : — i 


DesignatioD 

No.  of 
Samples 
Obtained 

No.  Satis- 
factory 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

Ily 

Methylene 
Lilue  Test 

By 

Phosphatase 

Test 

By 

Turbidity 

Test 

Tuberculin  Tested 

38 

30 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

505 

491 

14 

5 

11 

— 

T.  T.  Pasteurised 

285 

281 

4 

1 

4 

— 

Sterilised 

43 

CO 

— 

— 

— 

NIL 

Eight  hundred  and  seventy-one  samples  of  designated  milk  ') 
were  obtained  during  the  year  as  compared  with  666  obtained 
during  1952.  - 

^ • • » * 

The  percentage  of  samples  failing  to  pass  the  prescribed  tests 

was  3 as  compared  with  3.9  in  1952. 

. 

With  respect  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  designated  ^ 
milk,  in  each  instance  the  dairy  premises  were  revisited,  the  1 
dairymen  interviewed  and  advised  and  repeat  samples  obtained,  i 
In  all  cases  improvements  were  obtained. 

i 

Non-Designated  Milk  and  Plant  Tests.  j. 

During  the  year  two  new  dairies  commenced  pasteurising  milk  J 
and  two  existing  dairies  changed  their  pasteurising  plants.  These  ^ 
changes  necessitated  plant  checking  and  testing  of  processed  milk  ;3 
and  fifty-two  samples  of  heat  treated  milk  were  obtained  for  this  .3 
purpose.  In  addition  seventeen  sets  of  bottles  from  the  bottle  1 
washing  plants  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  *4 
before  the  dairies  in  question  were  considered  suitable  for  the  \ 
issue  of  licences.  ^ 

Fifty-five  samples  of  raw  ungraded  milk  were  obtained  fronr  , 
churns  on  delivery  to  several  dairies  in  the  city  ; these  samples  were  ' 
tested  for  keeping  quality  using  the  standard  laid  down  in  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  as  a 
guide.  Forty  samples  failed  to  pass  this  test  but  as  there  is  no  i 
legal  standard  for  raw  ungraded  milk  no  action  could  be  legally  j 
taken  apart  from  reporting  the  results  to  the  dairymen  concerned  j 
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and  advi&ing  them  to  watch  the  incoming-  milk  and  to  reject  any 
they  considered  or  could  prove  was  unsatisfactory. 

Biological  Tests  of  Milk. 

During-  the  year  fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to 
the  laboratory  for  biolog-ical  test  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  brucella 
abortus  and  the  bacteriolog-ist  reported  that  thirteen  of  the 
samples  were  negative  and  one  positive.  The  positive  result  was 
referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Veterinary 
Department,  who  carried  out  investigations  and  tests  at  the  farm 
concerned. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Premises  Registered  Under  Section  14  of  the  Act  for  the 
Manufacture,  Storage  or  Sale  of  Food. 

This  Section  prohibits  the  use  of  premises  for  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  the  undermentioned  foods  unless  the  premises  are  suit- 
able for  the  purpose  and  are  duly  registered  by  the  local  authority. 

(a)  The  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  or  the  storage 
of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale ; or 

(b)  The  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 
(The  preparation  of  meat  or  fish  by  cooking  is  deemed 
to  be  the  preservation  thereof  for  this  purpose). 

Before  registration  is  effected,  the  premises  must  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  13,  which  lays  down  certain  requirements 
relating  to  structural  conditions,  suitability  and  cleanliness  which 
must  be  observed  in  order  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  food 
produced  or  sold. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  under  the  Act  is  set  out 
as  follows  : — 


\umber  of  premises  on  register,  ist  January,  1953 
Number  of  premises  discontinued  during  year  ... 
Number  of  premises  added  to  register  during  the 
year 

Number  of  premises  on  register,  31st  December, 

1953  - 


Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream 

Premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice 
cream 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu- 
facture of  pressed,  potted  or  preserved  meat, 
etc. 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages  only 

Premises  registered  for  cooking  of  fish  ... 


1952. 

1953- 

926 

997 

18 

I 

89 

198 

997 

1,194 

year. 

1952. 

1953- 

71 

72 

600 

774 

222 

229 

93 

93 

1 1 

26 

During-  the  course  of  inspection  of  these  premises  contra- 
ventions were  observed  in  fifty-two  instances,  these  including 
defective  floors,  dirty  condition  of  premises,  defective  ceilings  and 
absence  of  suitable  and  sufficient  supplies  of  hot  water  for  hand 
washing  purposes.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each  instance 
to  make  the  premises  comply  with  the  legal  requirements. 

Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in 
relation  to  Sampling  and  Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1953. 

During  the  year  814  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  who  certified  738  to  be  genuine  and  76 
unsatisfactory. 

The  samples  detailed  in  the  table  below  were  col'ected  in  the 
following  manner. 


Formal  Samples  ; 87.  Appeal  to  Cow  Samples  : 139. 
Informal  Samples  : 588. 


Artlolag. 

Total. 

Genuine. 

UnsatiBfactory 

Baking  Powder 

11 

11 

Beer  

3 

2 

1 

Cake  and  Bun  Flours  and 
Pudding  Mixtures 

11 

10 

1 

Cereal  Products 

27 

23 

4 

Coffee,  Coffee  and  Chicory 

18 

18 

, , 

Cooking  Fats  

2 

2 

Cream  (Tinned) 

10 

10 

Custard  and  Dessert  Powders 

26 

24 

1 

Dried  Milk  Powder  

2 

2 

Fish  Cakes  

2 

1 

i 

Fish  Paste  

19 

19 

Fish  (Tinned)  

5 

4 

1 

Flour  

18 

17 

1 

Fruit  (Tinned)  

7 

7 

Gravy  Powder  

7 

7 

Ground  Almonds  

0 

2 

Herbs  and  Spices 

47 

46 

1 

Ice  Cream 

8 

fi 

Ice  Lollies  

22 

16 

6 

Jellies  

34 

29 

5 

Meat  Paste  

18 

18 

Meat  (Tinned  or  Potted)  ... 

8 

3 

5 

Medicines  and  Drugs  

80 

73 

7 

Milk  

271 

248 

23 

Milk  (Tinned)  

2 

2 

Olive  Oil 

2 

2 

Pickles  

7 

7 

Preserves  

15 

14 

1 

Salad  Cream  

2 

2 

Sauces  

11 

8 

.3 

Sausage  

9 

7 

2 

.Suet 

7 

7 

Soups  

12 

12 

Sponge  Mixtures  

21 

18 

.3 

Sweets  and  Chocolate  ... 

6 

3 

2 

Tea  

9 

9 

Vegetables  (Tinned)  

fi 

4 

2 

Wines  and  Spirits  

5 

5 ! 

'Others  

44 

40 

4 

Totals  

814 

738 

76 

117 


Milk. 

Of  six  informal  samples  of  milk  obtained  from  individual 
churns  on  delivery  to  a processing  dairy,  five  were  reported  to  be 
deficient  of  fat  and  the  remaining  sample  to  be  of  suspicious 
quality. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  twenty-eight  formal  samples 
were  obtained  with  the  following  results  : 

Eight  were  obtained  in  connection  with  two  informal  samples, 
and  were  reported  to  be  genuine. 

Twenty  in  connection  with  the  remaining  four  informal 
samples  were  obtained  from  four  farms  and  fourteen  were 
reported  to  be  deficient  of  fat  varying  from  2%  to  6%.  In 
each  case  a letter  was  addressed  to  the  farmer  asking  him  to 
take  steps  to  improve  the  quality  of  his  milk. 

Another  informal  sample  of  milk  taken  from  a full  ten  gallon 
churn  at  a processing  dairy  was  reported  to  be  deficient  of  5% 
fat.  A formal  sample  taken  in  course  of  delivery  was  certified  to 
be  genuine. 

Two  more  informal  samples  reported  to  be  20%  and 
35%  deficient  of  fat,  were  taken  from  churns  on  delivery  to  a 
processing  dairy,  as  part  of  a consignment  of  five  churns,  the 
average  fat  content  for  which  was  3-27% • Formal  samples  and 
‘appeal  to  cow”  samples  taken  in  connection  with  above  at  two 
farms  revealed  low  freezing  point  depressions  and  since  these 
were  below  the  generally  accepted  standard,  full  investigations 
were  carried  out  at  both  farms,  the  results  of  which  will  be  the 
subject  of  a special  report. 

Other  Foods. 

Of  the  remaining  forty-six  samples  of  food  other  than  milk 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  five  were  formal  samples  and  forty-one 
informal  samples.  Sixteen  informal  samples  covered  such  items 
as  cake  and  sponge  mixtures,  cereal  products,  cooking  fats, 
chocolate,  preserves,  fish  cakes  and  savoury  spread,  and  were 
unsatisfactory  due  to  mite  infestation,  rancidity,  mould  growths, 
fermentation  or  decomposition.  In  these  instances  the  remaining 
stocks  of  these  articles  were  surrendered  by  the  vendors  and 
destroyed. 

Fish  (Tinned). 

Following  complaints  an  informal  sample  of  brislings  was 
submitted  for  analysis  from  a large  consignment.  The  analyst 
rep>orted  that  the  brislings  had  an  objectionable  odour  indicating 
decomposition.  The  whole  of  the  consignment  was  returned  to 
the  packers  for  investigation. 

Flour  (Self-raising — Sweetened). 

An  informal  sample  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  that 
the  packet  did  not  bear  a statement  of  ingredients.  The  manu- 
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facturers  were  notified  and  reported  back  that  the  labels  would 
be  amended  accordingly  and  that  the  packing  of  this  product 
would  be  suspended  pending  the  new  labels. 

Jelly. 

Five  samples,  comprising  four  informal  and  one  formal,  were 
reported  as  unsatisfactory,  the  formal  sample  being  taken  in 
connection  with  one  of  the  unsatisfactory  informal  samples.  In 
three  instances  formal  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  In  the 
other  instance  in  which  both  informal  and  formal  were  unsatis- 
factory it  was  found  that  the  shopkeeper  was  unable  to  trace  the 
supplier  and  was  accordingly  allowed  to  surrender  the  remainder 
of  the  jellies  which  were  destroyed. 

Thyme. 

An  informal  sample  was  reported  by  the  analyst  to  contain  an 
excess  of  zinc.  A formal  sample  of  the  same  product  was  obtained 
and  reported  to  be  satisfactory  and  accordingly  no  legal  action 
was  taken. 

Ice  Lollies. 

Six  informal  samples  submitted  for  examination  for  metallic 
contamination  were  reported  as  having  excess  of  lead  or  zinc.  The 
premises  were  visited  and  investigations  made  into  methods  of 
preparation  and  storage.  Repeat  samples  were  obtained  and 
reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Minced  Chicken  and  Minced  Turkey. 

Three  of  these  samples  were  informal  and  two  formal.  All 
five  samples  were  manufactured  by  one  firm  and  reported  by  the 
analyst  to  be  deficient  of  meat.  The  results  of  these  samples  were 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee  who  decided  to  prosecute  the 
manufacturers  but  it  was  ascertained  that  similar  proceedings  were 
pending  against  this  firm  by  a neighbouring  authority  and  there- 
fore no  action  was  taken  by  this  authority.  The  case  was  heard  and 
the  manufacturers  who  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charges  were  fined 
;^25  with  ;^io  13s.  od.  costs. 

Sauce. 

Three  samples  comprising  one  formal  and  two  informal 
samples  were  all  reported  to  contain  excess  copj>er,  contrary  to 
a recommendation  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee  in  1951  which 
recommended  that  the  copper  content  of  sauce  should  not  exceed 
20  parts  per  million. 

In  one  instance  a formal  sample  taken  following  one  of  the 
informal  samples  was  reported  to  be  genuine  and  no  legal  action 
was  taken.  In  the  other  instance  where  both  formal  and  informal 
samples  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory  the  manufacturers  were 
notified.  They  replied  that  this  sauce  must  have  been  manufactured 
before  1949,  no  sauce  having  been  manufactured  since  that  date. 


As  it  was  obvious  that  this  must  have  been  very  old  stock  the 
vendor  surrendered  the  remainder  of  the  stock  which  was 
destroyed. 

Sausages. 

Two  samples  of  sausage,  an  informal  and  a formal  following 
same  were  both  reported  by  the  analyst  as  being  deficient  of 
meat.  Magisterial  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the 
manufacturers  and  the  case  was  dismissed.  The  question  of  an 
appeal  is  under  consideration. 

Vegetables  (Tinned). 

These  were  informal  samples  taken  from  a store  and  submitted 
for  analysis  because  of  the  age  of  the  tins  and  the  number  of 
“blown”  tins  found  upon  examination.  Upon  receipt  of  the 
analyst’s  certificate  that  the  tins  examined  contained  250  parts 
per  million  of  tin,  the  remainder  of  the  consignment  was 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Sponge  Mixture. 

An  informal  sample  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  that 
the  label  was  incorrect.  Upon  revisit  to  obtain  a formal  sample 
the  remainder  of  the  stock  had  been  sold,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
year  it  had  not  been  possible  to  obtain  a formal  sample. 

Sweets. 

An  informal  sample  of  Butter  Crunch  was  reported  to  be 
unsatisfactory  being  75%  deficient  of  butter  fat.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  it  had  not  been  possible  to  obtain  a formal  sample,  the 
particular  shop  from  which  the  informal  sample  had  been 
obtained  being  out  of  stock. 

Wholemeal  Bread. 

This  was  a sample  submitted  for  analysis  for  confirmation  of 
“foreign”  matter  in  the  loaf.  The  foreign  body  was  confirmed 
by  the  analyst  as  being  rodent  excreta.  Proceedings  were 
instituted  against  the  baker  for  the  dirty  condition  of  the  bake- 
house and  a fine  of  ^20  was  imposed. 

Cream  Bun. 

This  sample  was  submitted  for  identification  of  foreign 
matter.  The  analyst  reported  that  the  cream  bun  contained  rodent 
excreta  In  this  case  the  vendors  who  were  also  the  manufacturers 
were  prosecuted  and  fined  ;;^io. 

Medicines  and  Drugs. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed. 

An  informal,  and  formal  sample  were  both  reported  as  being 
unsatisfactory  due  to  excess  Acetic  .Acid.  The  shopkeeper  was 
interviewed  and  having  ascertained  that  the  stock  was  very  old 
it  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 


120 


Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Cream. 

An  informal  and  formal  sample  were  both  reported  to  be 
unsatisfactory  in  that  the  analyst  reported  the  lal>els  to  be  mis- 
leading. The  manufacturers  were  notified  and  replied  that  the 
sample  must  be  from  old  stock  as  later  stocks  with  amended 
label  (specimen  of  which  was  forwarded)  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  Accordingly  the  shopkeeper  surrendered  the 
remainder  of  the  stock  which  was  destroyed. 

Cough  Balsam. 

This  was  a formal  sample  taken  in  connection  with  an  un- 
satisfactory informal  sample  reported  last  year.  The  sample  was 
found  to  be  deficient  of  Spirit  Aether  Nitros  and  the  stock  being 
very  old  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Basilicon  Ointment. 

This,  an  informal  sample,  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactorily 
labelled.  The  manufacturers  were  notified  and  informed  this 
Department  that  the  type  of  tins  in  question  was  at  least  four 
years  old  and  that  the  label  had  been  altered  to  comply  with  the 
Labelling  of  Foods  Order.  A specimen  of  the  tins  now  in  use 
was  submitted  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  remainder  of  the 
Stock  was  surrendered  by  the  shopkeeper  and  destroyed. 

Indian  Brand^e. 

An  informal  sample  was  submitted  for  analysis  and  reported 
to  be  deficient  of  Spirit  Aether  Nitros,  The  above  sample  having 
been  taken  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  resulting  formal  samjDle 
will  be  reported  next  year. 


Analysis  of  Sample  Results. 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  adulterated  ...  ...  4.9 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  contain  foreign  bodies  0.25 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  have  labelling 

contraventions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.6 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  contain  preservatives 

in  excess  of  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.5 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  unfit  by  reason  of 

rancidity,  fermentation,  infestation,  mould,  etc.  ...  2.1 


Total  percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  9.35 


ICE  CREAM 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947 — 1952. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
storage,  and  sale  of  ice  cream  within  the  city  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  together  with  comparative  figures  for  recent  years  are  as 
follows  : — ' 
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No.  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture 
and  sale  ... 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  storage  and 
sale  only  ... 


1950 

1951 

195* 

1953 

93 

89 

71 

72 

402 

513 

600 

775 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream  remains  steady  whilst  the  number  of  new  registrations 
tor  the  sale  of  ice  cream  during  the  year  showed  a marked 
increase  over  previous  years.  The  majority  of  these  new 
registrations  are  for  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream  in  shops. 


During  the  year  inspections  of  premises  and  vehicles  were 
made  and  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for 
examination  for  bacteriological  cleanliness  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry’s  provisional  grades. 


The  samples  were  graded  as  follows  : — 


Grade  i 72  ) ^ ^ 

Grade  2 20  [Satisfactory 


Grade  3 
Grade  4 


18 

6 


Unsatisfactory 


The  24  samples  of  ice  cream  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  were 
due  mainly  to  the  inefficient  methods  of  sterilisation.  Repeat 
samples  were  obtained  after  advice  had  been  given,  and  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  twenty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  which  were  graded 
as  unsatisfactory  failed  mainly  through  inefficient  methods  of 
sterilizing  of  equipment.  Manufacturers  were  advised  accordingly 
and  when  repeat  samples  were  obtained  they  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  table  below  gives  a comparison  of  the  results 
of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  during  the  period  1948  to  1953 
inclusive.  The  number  of  samples  for  1953  is  considerably  below 
those  taken  in  previous  years.  The  explanation  of  this  is  that 
although  there  are  still  72  registered  manufacturers  of  ice  cream 
in  the  city  very  few  are  now  actually  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream.  This  is  a reflection  of  the  great  increase  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream  manufactured  by 
large  companies  on  a national  scale.  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  has  been  reduced  from  the 
previous  year’s  percentage. 
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Table  of  Comparison  of  Ice  Cream  Samples  Taken  1948 — 53. 


No.  of 
Samples 

No. 

Satisfaotoi-y 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

% Unsatisfactory 

1948 

170 

99 

71 

42% 

1949 

154 

86 

68 

44% 

1950 

139 

90 

43 

31% 

1951 

142 

112 

30 

21% 

1952 

221 

165 

56 

25% 

1953 

116 

92 

24 

21% 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

During  the  year  thirty-one  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to 
the  laboratory  in  connection  with  cases  of  para-typhoid,  food  a 
poisoning,  and  complaints  from  school  kitchens  and  canteens.  m 

The  food  submitted  included  pork,  brislings,  soup,  tinned  a 
milk,  fish  cakes,  rissoles,  canned  beef,  cooked  ham,  dressed  crab,  9 
pork  pie,  cream  fillings,  dried  milk  powder,  chocolate  marsh-  9 
mallows,  luncheon  meat,  cooked  sausages  and  ice  lollies.  9 

In  no  instance  was  any  evidence  discovered  which  implicated  9 
the  foods  in  any  way.  9 

Butter  Factories  and  Wholesale  Dealers  in  Margarine.  9 

1953-  9 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  butter  factories  ...  ...  i 9 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  wholesale  dealers  in  *9 

margarine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION  ACT,  1948. 

Section  56  and  76  i 

FOOD  HAWKERS  1 

■ 1 

This  Act  provides  for  the  registration  of  all  persons  not  keep-  ; 
ing  open  shop  who  sell,  offer  or  expose  for  sale  any  food  from  any  "j 
cart,  barrow  or  other  vehicle  or  from  any  basket,  pail,  tray  or  J 
other  receptacle.  The  premises  used  as  storage  accommodation  1 
for  any  food  intended  for  sale  from  such  vehicles  or  receptacles 
are  also  required  to  be  registered. 

During  the  year  ten  applications  were  received  from  persons 
who  wished  to  be  registered  as  food  hawkers. 

The  premises  were  visited  and  if  they  were  not  found  to  be 
satisfactory  registration  was  withheld  until  suggested  alterations 
were  carried  out. 
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In  December,  1953,  the  number  of  person3  on  the  register 
was  twenty  and  in  fifteen  instances  the  premises  were  also 
registered. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  MARKETS,  SHOPS  AND 

STORES 

During  the  year  4,260  inspections  were  made  of  markets, 
shops  and  stalls,  etc.  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  exposed 
for  sale.  Of  this  number  2,316  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  food  to  ascertain  its  fitness  or  otherwise  for  human 
consumption.  In  the  cases  where  food  was  found  to  be  unfit  it 
was  surrendered  by  the  owner  and  a surrender  certificate  was 
issued.  The  surrendered  foods  were  destroyed  locally  at  the  refuse 
destructor  except  where  they  had  some  value  as  animal  feedino" 
stocks. 

The  quantities  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  during  the  year 
are  set  out  below  : — 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Total  Weight  of  Foods  Surrendered. 


tons. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Meat 

I 

15 

2 

6i 

Fish 

II 

10 

0 

19J 

Poultry 

3 

3 

24 

Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetables  ... 

2 

19 

0 

9 

Dried  Fruit 

c; 

2 

2 7 + 

Other  Foods  ••• 

4 

13 

I 

174 

21 

7 

3 

i5f 

Canned  Foods 

...  ...  ...  3,124  cans 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ...  19,068  cans 

Others  ...  ...  ...  6,217  cans 

The  following  parts  of  carcases  of  cottagers’  pigs  which  were 
found  on  examination  to  be  diseased  were  also  surrendered  and 
destroyed  : — 

Lungs  ...  ...  3 Intestines  ...  ...  i 

Hearts  ...  ...  2 Stomachs  ...  ...  2 

Heads  ...  ...  i Livers  ...  ...  5 

Mesenteries  ...  ...  4 

MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Magisterial  proceedings  were  instituted  in  sixteen  instances 
involving  the  service  of  twenty-three  summonses.  In  three  cases 
where  seven  summonses  were  served  in  respect  to  contraventions 
of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  fines  and  costs 
amounting  to  ;^53  5s.  od.  were  imposed  upon  the  defendants. 
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Four  cases  related  to  contraventions  of  Section  9 of  the  1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  in  that  food  for  human  consumption  j 

was  sold  in  an  unfit  condition.  Fines  and  costs  amounting  to  ;^3o 
were  imposed. 

Three  cases  were  concerned  with  contraventions  of  Section  ' 
3 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Two  of  these  related  to  food  ' 
sold  for  human  consumption  which  was  not  of  the  substance  of 
the  food  demanded  and  fines  to  a total  of  los.  od.  were 

imposed.  The  third  case  under  Section  3 was  taken  in  connection 
with  a sample  of  health  salts  which  was  found  to  be  not  of  the 
substance  of  the  drug  demanded.  The  summons  against  the  shop  • ; 
keeper  was  dismissed,  but  a prosecution  of  the  manufacturer  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  83  resulted  in  a fine  of  los. ; costs 
amounting  to  4s.  od.  being  awarded  to  the  shop  keeper.  ' 

In  nine  instances  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  to  ? 

non-compliance  with  statutory  abatement  notices  under  Sections  3 

92  and  93  of  the  Pubuc  Health  Act,  1936  concerning  statutory  I 

nuisances  found  to  exist  in  dwelling  houses.  The  Magistrates  I 

made  an  order  in  seven  instances  requiring  the  work  to  be  done  3 

in  a limited  period.  A fine  of  and  a subsequent  daily  penalty  2 
of  ;^i,  amounting  in  all  to  £,2']^  was  imposed  upon  one  owner  ] 

for  failing  to  comply  with  the  nuisance  order  within  the  time  3 

specified.  In  each  of  the  two  remaining  instances  the  Magistrates  3 

adjourned  the  case  subject  to  a satisfactory  undertaking  being  ^ 

given  by  the  property  owners  that  the  requirements  of  the  abate-  ; 

ment  notice  would  be  complied  with.  ’ 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN  [ 

The  dissemination  of  information  to  food  handlers  and  the 
general  public  has  been  maintained  by  means  of  lectures  (including  ^ 
film  strips),  sound  films  and  demonstrations.  It  is  encouraging 
to  find  that  most  persons  engaged  in  the  food  trades  are  becoming  ' 
more  and  more  conscious  of  the  necessity  for  consistent  cleanliness  ^ 
in  the  processing  and  handling  of  all  foods.  A special  hygiene  j 
course  for  food  handlers,  under  the  auspices  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association,  was  commenced  this  year,  the  lectures 
being  provided  by  the  inspectorial  staff.  » 

There  is  a definite  trend  towards  the  greater  use  of  j 

refrigerators  in  most  food  trades.  Refrigerators  and  refrigerated  1 

counters  are  becoming  more  popular  and  will  do  much  to  eliminate  ■ 

the  possibilities  of  food  infection.  Confectioners  shops  too  are 
making  greater  use  of  glass  show  cases  which  prevent  contamina-  * 
tion  of  sweetstuffs.  !' 

The  installation  of  hand  washing  facilities  including  wash  : 
hand  basins  and  water  heaters  has  continued  steadily  throughout 
the  year.  There  is  also  more  up-to-date  equipment  being  installed  j 

for  the  essential,  if  sometimes  considered  menial,  task  of  dish-  *. 

washing  and  in  two  instances  mechanical  dishwashing  machines 
have  been  installed.  The  general  standard  of  food  preparing  > 
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premises  including:  canteens,  cafes  and  restaurant  kitchens  has 
considerably  improved.  A great  deal  of  renovation  and  installation 

city— to  quote  one  example, 
under  advice  and  supervision  from  this  Department  more  than 
£.500  was  spent  on  the  reconstruction  of  a restaurant  kitchen. 

It  is  clear  to  the  food  trade  that  the  new  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  now  before  Parliament  is  likely  to  call  for  a higher  standard 
of  hygiene  than  m the  past.  .Any  improvements  therefore  carried 
out  to  premises  and  equipment  now  will  be  a substantial  contribu- 
tion to  meeting  any  possible  new  requirements  that  fresh  legislation 
mav  demand.  ^ 


SMOKE  PREVENTION 

The  year  under  review  has  seen  the  continuance  of  the 
anxiety  and  the  desire  to  take  more  positive  action  in  the  matter 
of  air-pollution.  The  years  of  apathy  of  public  and  governments 
alike  towards  realisation  of  the  social  cost  to  the  community  of 
air-pollution  are,  it  is  hoped,  at  an  end.  The  ineffectiveness  of 
past  preventive  measures  should,  in  the  light  of  recent  startling 
pronouncements  connected  with  cause  and  effect  of  the  chronic 
problem,  constitute  a challenge  to  all  in  their  endeavours  to 
retrieve  the  position. 


The  cost  to  the  community  of  smoke  pollution  is  practically 
immeasurable  in  fiscal  terms  by  reason  of  its  uneconomic 
manifestations  at  several  stages  in  the  combustion  of  raw  fuel, 
and  also  its  multitudinous  and  interdependent  direct  and  indirect 
effects.  The  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  (of  which  this 
authority  is  a member)  has  published  an  assessment  of  the  debit 
side  of  the  problem  which  is  indeed  disquieting  whether  viewed 
from  the  public  health  or  economic  aspects.  The  nation  pays  at 
least  ;^ioo  millions  per  year — ^^2  or  more  is  an  individual’s 
contribution — on  account  of  smoke,  and  gets  nothing  in  return. 
Even  those  who  live  in  the  countryside  pay  their  share  of  the  cost 
that  falls  on  the  State,  industry  and  trade,  and  is  passed  on  in 
taxes  and  prices.  Much  of  the  smoke  is  simply  unburned  coal 
and  is  lost  heat.  It  has  been  said  that  in  effect  the  entire  output 
of^  10,000  miners  is  wasted  in  the  form  of  smoke,  and  apart  from 
this,  valuable  manpower  and  materials  are  tied  down  in  cleaning, 
painting,  repairing  and  replacing  existing  things. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Section  101 : Smoke 

Legislation  in  respect  of  smoke  in  this  country  has  up  to  the 
present  been  punitive  rather  than  preventive  in  character,  and  has 
been  concerned  only  with  the  abatement  of  a smoke  nuisance  after 
it  has  been  committed.  For  some  time,  opinion  has  been  growing 
that  a more  logical  approach  would  be  by  prevention  of  smoke, 
that  is,  by  legislation  that  would  be  concerned  not  solely  with 
smoke  emission,  but  also  with  the  conditions  which  result  in 
smoke. 
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Coventry  may  justly  claim  to  be  included  in  the  ranks  of  the 
enlightened,  being  the  first  local  authority,  through  its  privately 
acquired  powers,  to  establish  a smokeless  zone,  and  to  administer 
provisions  for  the  prior-approval  of  fuel-burning  installations. 
Such  measures  are  in  accordance  with  the  new  principles  already 
endorsed  by  Governmental  Committees  on  the  subject  including 
the  “Ridley’’  Committee  and  the  present  “Beaver”  Committee. 

Although  an  important  engineering  centre,  Coventry  is 
comparatively  free  from  serious  air-pollution  due  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  the  majority  of  industrial  undertakings  are  of  fairly 
recent  origin  and  construction  and  are  organised  on  modern  lines. 

There  are,  however,  a number  of  factories  of  the  older  type 
concerning  which  complaints  of  smoke  emission  were  made. 
During  the  year  58  complaints  were  received  and  430  observations 
were  made  at  73  premises. 

In  the  cases  where  smoke  nuisances  were  observed, 
representations  by  verbal  and/or  written  notices  were  made  to  the 
managements.  Where  installations  were  found  to  be  hand-fired, 
efforts  were  made  to  induce  managements  to  instal  mechanical 
methods  of  stoking  and  to  adopt  modern  methods  for  rapid 
diagnosis  of  combustion  fluctuations  and  equally  rapidly  operated 
means  for  rectification  in  accordance  with  the  prior-approval 
code  of  requirements  in  force  for  new  installations. 

Fifteen  written  notices  were  served  and  24  verbal  notices 
given ; and  action  was  taken  by  the  managements  in  each  instance 
to  achieve  the  desired  result. 

DUST  AND  GRIT  NUISANCES 

Closely  allied  to  smoke  and  at  times  causing  serious  nuisances 
and  considerable  air-pollution,  are  the  emissions  of  dust  (as 
distinct  from  dust  forming  an  ingredient  of  smoke),  and  of  noxious 
vapours  and  fumes.  These  have  periodically  given  rise  to 
complaints  although  they  are  fewer  than  those  relating  to  smoke 
emission.  Such  complaints  have  related  to  dust  from  an  atritor 
test-house,  from  foundries,  from  metal  polishing  and  plating 
establishments,  from  spoil-bank  excavations,  and  from  a public 
utility  undertaking. 

In  each  case  the  factory  managements  were  interviewed  and 
investigations  made  which  resulted  in  repair,  alteration  or 
adaptation  of  grit-arresting  apparatus,  provision  of  secondary 
means  for  the  prevention  of  the  emission  in  the  event  of  failure 
of  the  principal  safeguard,  and  other  appropriate  measures. 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION  ACT,  1948 
Smokeless  Zones. 

The  initiative  of  Coventry  Corporation  in  promoting  a private 
Act  of  Parliament  including  measures  for  the  establishment  of  the 
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first  ever  smokeless  zone  and  other  provisions  in  the  cause  of 
smoke  prevention,  has  been  universally  appreciated.  Such  forms 
of  control  have  already  been  extensively  imitated  and  at  least  15 
local  authorities  have  since  promoted  and  been  granted  similar 
private  legislation  powers. 

The  initial  Coventry  smokeless  zone,  appropriately  small  in 
area,  including  as  it  does  the  principal  central  district  civic  and 
business  area  works  of  reconstruction,  has  achieved  the  results 
envisaged  for  a pioneer  project.  It  was  not  expected  that  the 
diminution  of  air-pollution  in  the  zone  would  be  easily  discernible 
The  fact  of  the  acceptance  of  this  method  as  a means  progressively 
to  reduce  pollution,  and  the  formulation  of  a procedure  easily 
applicable  in  its  first  stages  with  gradually  increasing  area  of 
application,  are  commendable  achievements  in  environmental 
hygiene. 

The  provisions  of  the  Coventry  smokeless  zone  became 
operative  on  March  ist,  1951.  Since  that  date  the  usual  surveillance 
of  the  City  area,  with  particular  reference  to  the  central  area,  has 
been  continued  by  the  inspectorate.  Some  infringements  have  been 
observed,  but  punitive  action  has  not  yet  been  considered 
appropriate,  and  constructive  advice  with  adequate  warning  has 
been  given  in  the  few  cases. 

With  a view  to  the  extension  of  the  zone  a pilot  survey  of 
existing  installations  in  the  selected  area  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year.  The  extension  of  the  zone  depends  upon  several 
factors  such  as  the  type  of  premises  in  the  proposed  extension, 
the  availability  of  the  correct  type  of  fuel  and  appliances,  and  the 
supplies  of  gas  and  electricity.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the 
cases  of  some  of  the  factors  mentioned,  it  will  be  essential  for 
success  that  more  active  participation  in,  and  co-operation  with, 
such  local  schemes  is  undertaken  at  national  level  by  a central 
government  department. 

Prior-Approval  of  proposed  Fuel-Burning  Installations. 

The  broad  concept  of  prior-approval  of  steam-generating 
installations,  or  rather  of  the  composite  units  which  make  up  an 
installation,  is  that  it  should  be  closely  analogous  to  local  authority 
building  bye-law  control  for  proposed  buildings. 

Hitherto,  the  type  and  suitability  of  an  installation  have  been 
outside  any  control.  Considerations  of  an  economic  nature  by 
persons  or  managements  proposing  to  instal  plant  are  usually 
paramount,  in  most  cases  to  the  complete  exclusion  of  factors 
relating  to  smokelessness. 

The  Coventry  scheme  for  prior-approval,  although  limited 
in  its  effectiveness  by  reason  of  its  “voluntary  with  inducement 
to  participate”  nature,  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  a highly 
successful  factor  in  the  cause  of  smoke  prevention. 

Since  its  inception  21  applications  relating  to  30  installations 
have  been  approved. 
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NOISE 

Despite  the  fact  that  there  are  no  effective  national  or  local 
legal  powers  to  deal  with  the  numerous  complaints  of  noise  which 
are  made  to  the  Department,  informal  action  has  achieved 
surprising  results.  It  i^  inevitable  in  a City  with  concentrated 
industries  such  as  Coventry’s,  that  alleged  nuisances  from  noise 
should  constitute  a large  proportion  of  the  complaints  associated 
with  industry.  It  was  with  the  object  of  investigating  such 
complaints,  and  prescribing,  if  possible,  methods  for  the  reduction 
or  elimination  of  industrial  noise,  that  means  were  formulated  for 
liason  between  the  Local  Authority  and  the  local  Engineering 
Employers’  Federation. 

Industries  carried  on  in  the  locality  which  are  considered  to 
produce  the  most  noise  are  those  of  drop-forging,  foundry 
fettling,  sheet  metal  working  and  engine  testing.  Various 
emotional  and  physical  upsets  are  attributed  to  noise,  and  there 
appears  to  be  considerable  scope  for  research  into  the  problem. 
The  panacea  of  “getting  used  to  a noise’’  is  not  nowadays 
considered  applicable  or  justified,  and  no  doubt  it  merely  means 
that  in  so  doing  one  subconsciously  applies  the  additional  effort  of 
concentration  needed  to  overcome  it,  but  the  tax  on  the  nervous 
system  remains  unabated. 

During  the  year  under  review  investigations  at  industrial 
undertakings  have  been  effected  with  regard  to  alleged  nuisances 
from  noise  in  39  instances.  These  cases  have  dealt  with  noise 
from  general  engineering  works  (26  cases),  woodworking 
machinery  (5  cases),  engine  testing  (3  cases),  fume  extraction 
plant  (3  cases),  loading  of  metal  food  containers  (i  case),  filling 
and  loading  of  metal  oxygen  “bottles’’  (i  case).  Representations 
made  in  each  case  to  the  managements  of  the  firms  in  question 
have  resulted  in  sound-proofing  works  or  alterations  designed  to 
minimize  noise. 

The  problem  of  noise  is  one  of  international  dimension  and 
is  engaging  the  serious  attention  of  scientists  in  several  countries. 
A modern  evil  created  by  the  noisy  but  necessary  machines  and 
processes  of  industry,  it  is  an  aspect  of  environment  which  needs 
to  be  tackled  vigorously  if  its  effects  on  health  are  to  be  checked. 
Noise  is  costly  whether  it  occurs  in  the  factory,  office,  schoolroom 
or  anywhere  else  where  communication  and  concentration  are 
necessary  factors,  output  is  affected  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 
Noise  may  be  included  as  one  of  our  present  day  occupational 
hazards,  and  should  be  regarded  as  a challenge  which  public 
health  departments  shou’d  accept. 

Standards  and  methods  of  measurement  of  noise  need  to  be 
established  in  the  same  way  as  those  for  ventilation,  lighting, 
and  heating  before  much  can  be  done  to  avoid  adverse  effects  not 
only  on  industrial  workers  but  also  the  unfortunate  residents 
within  “disturbance  range’’  of  the  nuisance. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Factories. 

The  following  tables  are  inserted  in  compliance  with  Section 
128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Table  1. — Inspections. 


PremiseB. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 of  the  1937 
Act  are  enforced  by  local 
authorities 

I 

i 68 

• 

8 

1 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 
1,  in  which  Section  7 of  the 
1937  Act  is  enforced  by 
local  authorities . . 

999 

614 

36 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 of  the  1937  Act 
is  enforced  by  local  authori- 
ties (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises 

i 

L 

1057 

622 

87 

Table  II. — Defects. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Refc 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 
prosecn- 
tioDB  were 
instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec.  1) 

, , 

, , 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2) 

. r 

. , 

Unreasonable  tempr.  (Sec.  3) 

1 

1 

, , 

1 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sec.  4)  . . 

. . 

. . 

, , 

, , 

IneflBcient  drainage  of  floors 
(Sec.  6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (Sec.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

4 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

31 

29 

.. 

19 

.. 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

1 Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

•• 

1 

•• 

Totals  . . 

37 

35 

1 

24 

•• 

I 
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Outworkers. 

During'  the  year  fifteen  lists  were  received  in  accordance  with 
Section  no  of  the  Factories  Act  1937,  from  firms  employing 
outworkers  residing  in  the  City.  Of  these,  nine  lists  were  received 
in  the  August  return  and  related  to  seventy-three  outworkers  who 
were  employed  as  follows  : — ^making,  altering  or  cleaning  of 
wearing  apparel — 17,  making  of  cardboard  'boxes — 'I5,  textile 
weaving — ^41. 

Five  inspections  were  carried  out  of  outworkers’  premises. 
No  contravention  of  the  Act  was  observed. 

Bakehouses. 

All  bakehouses  in  the  City  are  classified  as  factories  with 
mechanical  power  and  both  the  Factories  Act,  1937  and  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938  are,  in  the  case  of  bakehouses  administered 
by  the  specialist  section  which  deals  w.ith  all  other  factories  in 
the  City. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  open  at  the  end  of  the  year 
remained  the  same  as  that  at  the  start  of  the  year,  two  small 
bakehouses  were  closed  and  two  were  opened. 

Nearly  all  bread  baked  in  the  City  is  baked  at  the  three 
largest  bakehouses. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  City 
and  inspections,  etc.,  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Number  on  register,  January,  1953  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  closed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  changes  of  occupation  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  new  bakehouses  opened  during  year  ...  2 

Number  on  register  December,  1953  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  134 


Plans  were  deposited  during  the  year  Avith  the  City  Engineer 
for  alterations  and  extensions  to  two  bakehouses ; in  each  case 
the  plans  were  approved. 

A high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  bakehouses  still 
continues,  and  in  only  eight  instances  was  it  found  necessary  to 
call  the  attention  of  occupiers  to  contraventions  of  Section  13  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Most  of  these  contraventions 
were  of  a minor  nature;  magisterial  proceedings  were  however 
instituted  in  two  instances  and  fines  of  ;^5  on  each  of  three 
charges  in  one  case,  and  ;^5  on  one  charge  in  the  other  case  were 
imposed. 

Complaints  concerning  foreign  matter  in  foodstuffs  manu- 
factured in  bakehouses  in  the  City  showed  a sharp  decline  over  the 
previous  year.  This  foreign  matter  however  still  presents  a 
difficult  problem,  and  complaints  concerning  bread  and  flour  con- 
fectionery containing  articles  such  as  collar  studs,  cigarettes. 


gflass,  oil  and  mouse  excreta  were  received,  and  in  five  instances 
proceedings  under  Sections  3 and  9 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938  were  instituted.  In  each  instance  a conviction  was  recorded, 
the  fines  varying  from  50s.  to  £10. 


REPORT  ON  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT, 
1949  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953—1954 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  work  of  Rodent  Control  has 
been  continued  throughout  the  year,  ist  April,  1953,  to  31st 
March,  1954,  by  the  Rodent  Officer  and  the  Rodent  Operatives 
supervised  by  him. 

Complaints  by  occupiers  have  been  investigated  and  treat- 
ment carried  out  where  necessary.  During  the  year  survey 
inspections  have  been  made  and  infestations  dealt  with  forthwith. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  staff  is  enumerated  in  the 
following  tables  : — ' 

TABLE  I.  Investigations  and  cases  dealt  with  by  Rodent  Officer. 

No.  of  complaints  of  rat  infested  premises  investigated  ...  . 372 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  (dwelling  bouses)  ...  ...  143 

(business  premises)  ...  ...  102 

No.  of  revisits  to  rat  infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  979 

No.  of  cases  where  rats  gained  access  to  buildings  from  defective 

drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  38 

No.  of  defective  drains  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  38 

No.  of  drains  examined  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  32 


TABLE  II.  No.  Of  cases  dealt  with  and  work  carried  out  by  Depart- 
mental Rodent  Operatives. 


No.  of  complaints  investigated 

No.  of  premises  inspected  by  survey  (dwelling  houses) 

(business  premises) 

No.  found  to  be  infested  (dwelling  houses) 

(business  premises)  ... 

No.  of  visits  and  revisits  to  treat  infestations  (dwelling  houses) 

(business  premises) 

No.  of  infestations  treated  ... 

No.  of  infestations  cleared  ... 

No.  of  warfarin  baits  laid 

No.  of  instances  where  gas  was  used 

No.  of  carcases  found  following  treatment 


531 

8964 

530 

616 

171 

2174 

1196 

870 

831 

9129 

8 

663 


Treatment  of  Sewers. 

The  work  of  systematically  baiting  the  sewers  throughout  the 
City  with  poison,  which  is  carried  out  by  the  City  Engineer  s 
Department,  was  not  found  possible  during  the  year  under  review. 
The  shortage  of  suitable  labour  and  the  heavy  demands  made  upon 
existing  personnel  by  redevelopment  projects  and  new  house  bui  d- 
ing  has  given  rise  to  unavoidable  difficulties  in  connection  with 
this  branch  of  rodent  repression  work, 
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Every  effort  has  been  made  to  engag-e  the  necessary  additional 
labour  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  sewer  treatment  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  instructions. 
However,  the  employment  of  suitable  men  for  this  type  of  work 
proved  unsuccessful. 

Assurance  has  been  given  by  the  City  Engineer’s  Department 
that  poison  baiting  of  the  sewers  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  the 
men  accustomed  to  this  work  can  be  released.  Moreover  experi- 
ments are  being  conducted  by  the  Ministry’s  Rodent  Control 
Division  on  behalf  of  the  rodent  control  services  administered 
locally.  The  abject  of  the  experiments  is  to  improve  the  methods 
of  sewer  baiting  with  a view  to  overcoming  the  present  labour 
difficulty. 

Tips:  Wyken,  Baginton,  Howes  Lane. 

The  above  mentioned  refuse  tips  have  been  inspected  in  the 
past  year  at  monthly  intervals  and  any  infestations  found  have 
been  dealt  with  successfully.  The  routine  inspections  will  be 
continued  and  a maintenance  treatment  carried  out  whenever 
necessary. 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  YEAR  1953. 


• 

CAUSES  OF 
DEATH. 

Total  Deaths 
1963. 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Deaths  in 

C.  & W.  Hosp. 

Deaths  in  G.  Hosp. 

Deaths  in  other 

Inst. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

30 

9 

39 

1 

14 

19 

5 

4 

4 

16 

2.  Tuberculosis  Other 

3 

2 

5 

5 

, , 

, , 

2 

S.  Syphilitic  Disease 

6 

3 

9 

5 

4 

1 

, , 

4.  Diphtheria.. 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .. 

, . 

4 

4 

3 

1 

. . 

4 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

• • 

1 

• . 

. . 

1 

1 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Para- 

sitic  Diseases  . . 

2 

2 

4 

1 

, , 

, , 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Stomach  .. 

41 

28 

69 

3 

24 

42 

3 

13 

2 

11.  ditto  Dung,  Bronchus  .. 

68 

8 

76 

, , 

. . 

5 

42 

29 

6 

13 

3 

12.  ditto  Breast 

, , 

44 

44 

3 

18 

23 

3 

3 

2 

13.  ditto  Uterus 

17 

17 

3 

5 

9 

3 

14.  Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

119 

101 

220 

. . 

1 

. . 

18 

84 

117 

29 

30 

20 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . . 

8 

3 

11 

, , 

. • 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

4 

, , 

16.  Diabetes 

5 

11 

16 

1 

6 

9 

6 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Ner- 

vous  System 

139 

147 

286 

1 

1 

, , 

12 

69 

203 

30 

29 

11 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

216 

96 

311 

15 

110 

186 

50 

21 

14 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart 

Disease  .. 

26 

14 

40 

11 

29 

5 

8 

1 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

126 

170 

296 

17 

43 

236 

26 

32 

15 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

36 

29 

65 

1 

17 

47 

13 

12 

6 

22.  Influenza  . . 

13 

12 

25 

2 

12 

11 

2 

2 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

48 

36 

84 

16 

2 

8 

14 

44 

12 

19 

12 

24.  Bronchitis  . . 

90 

42 

132 

2 

, , 

4 

39 

87 

11 

10 

5 

25.  Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  Syste  m .. 

24 

8 

32 

4 

13 

15 

5 

1 

5 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum 

22 

3 

25 

, , 

, , 

3 

5 

17 

5 

6 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

5 

5 

10 

5 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

10 

15 

25 

. . 

. • 

1 

8 

13 

3 

5 

10 

7 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate.. 

16 

• • 

16 

2 

14 

5 

3 

. • 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion 

2 

2 

. . 

. . 

2 

1 

1 

. . 

31..  Congenital  Malformation 

8 

15 

23 

18 

. • 

, . 

2 

1 

2 

7 

8 

4 

32.  Other  Defined  and  111- 

Defined  Diseases 

129 

102 

231 

94 

4 

5 

26 

39 

63 

60 

103 

18 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

30 

4 

34 

, , 

1 

2 

18 

8 

5 

29 

, , 

4 

34.  All  Other  Accidents 

26 

18 

44 

2 

4 

1 

6 

7 

24 

34 

2 

2 

35.  Suicide 

24 

17 

41 

11 

18 

12 

31 

• • 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations 

of  War  . . 

• • 

Totals 

1270 

967 

2237 

142 

15 

11 

196 

631 

1242 

384 

347 

160 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  CITY  FROM  1932  to  1953  INCLUSIVE. 
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Table  of  Comparative  Vital  Statistics  over  a period  of  ten  years 
for  Coventry,  the  large  Towns,  and  England  and  Wales. 


Bibth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infantile 
Moetalitt  Rate 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

Wales 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

Wales 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

Wales 

1944 

24-8 

20-3 

17-6 

90 

13-7 

11-6 

48 

52 

46 

1946 

22  2 

19-1 

16-1 

10-5 

13-5 

11-4 

68 

54 

46 

1946 

22-4 

22-2 

19-1 

100 

12-7 

11-5 

54 

46 

43 

1947 

23'2 

220 

20-6 

9-9 

12-5 

12-3 

45 

44 

41 

1948 

20-3 

200 

17-9 

8.8 

11'6 

10-8 

46 

89 

34 

1949 

18-6 

18-7 

16-7 

9-4 

12-5 

11-7 

39 

37 

32 

1950 

17-3 

17-6 

16-8 

9-4 

12-3 

11-6 

33 

34 

30 

1951 

16-7 

17-3 

15-5 

10-4 

13-4 

12-5 

86 

34 

30 

1952 

16-9 

16  9 

15-3 

8-9 

12-1 

11-8 

32 

31 

28 

1953 

16-1 

17-0 

15-6 

85 

12-2 

11-4 

83 

31 

27 

I 

i 
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Table  showing  Population,  Birth-rates,  Death- 
Mortality  rates  of  the  20  large 


1 

Birmingham 

Bradford 

Bristol 

Cardiff 

& 

fl 

> 

Q 

I Croydon 

Kingston- 

upon-HuU 

Leeds 

R.G.’s  Estimated  Popula- 
tion 

1,118,500 

286,600 

444,200 

246,600 

263,000 

249,800 

299,400 

505,500 

Comparability  Factor  : — 
(a)  births 

0-96 

1-01 

0-99 

0-97 

0-94 

0-99 

1-00 

0-96 

(6)  deaths 

1- 

12 

0-97 

0-97 

1-06 

1-26 

0-90 

1-14 

1-07 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

16-60 

15-9 

15-63 

17-93 

16-1 

13-8 

19-1 

15-7 

Birth  Rate  as  Adjusted 
BY  Factor 

15-94 

16-0 

15-47 

17-39 

15-2 

13-7 

19-1 

15-1 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

10-63 

14-2 

11-58 

11-25 

8-5 

11-6  . 

10-9 

11-7 

Death  Rate  as  Adjusted 
BY  Factor 

11-91 

13-8 

11-23 

11-93 

10-7 

10-5 

12-4 

12-5 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
1,000  Live  Births 

26-12 

37-0 

21-89 

26-92 

33-4 

21-0 

35-2 

32-90 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Live  Births  . . 

18-04 

24-5 

15-12 

15-82 

24-7 

14-0 

21-7 

22-90 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000 
Total  Births 

23-46 

19-5 

17-82 

21-90 

19-8 

23-3 

27-3 

20-62 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
PER  1,000  Total  Births 

0-58 

0-21 

0-99 

0-00 

0-47 

0-85 

1-36 

0-62 

Tuberculosis  Rate  per 
1,000  Population  : — 

(a)  Primary  notifications 
Respiratory  . . 

1 

11 

1-06 

1-135 

1-334 

1-7 

0-76 

1-16 

0-83 

Non-Respiratory 

0-13 

0-19 

0-101 

0-162 

0-14 

0-08 

0-14 

0-18 

(6)  Deaths — 

Respiratory  . . 

0-24 

0-14 

0-209 

0-29 

0-15 

0-12 

0-25 

0-22 

Non-respiratory 

0-01 

0-03 

0-027 

0-028 

0-02 

0-00 

0-04 

0-02 

•Death  Rates  per  1,000 
Population  from  : — 
•Cancer  (all  forms) 

•including  Leukaemia 
and  Aleukaemia. 

2-00 

2-3 

1-887 

1-97 

1-66 

2-16 

1-84 

1-91 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fever 

0-00 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0-01 

0-007 

0-002 

0-008 

— 

0-00 

— 

0-00 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

0-004 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . . 

0-01 

0-007 

0-004 

0-008 

0-015 

— 

0-01 

0-00 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  . . 

0-15 

0-132 

0-162 

0-11 

0-095 

0-32 

0-15 

0-11 

Measles 

0-02 

— 

0-004 

0-01 

— 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Encephalitis 

0.00 

0-01 

0-011 

0-004 

0-004 

0-00 

0-01 

0-00 

Acute  Infectious  Enceph- 
alitis 

0-01 

0-002 

0-00 

Smallpox  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0-00 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

0.02 

0-007 

0-007 

0-036 

0-019 

0-016 

0-02 

0-03 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
per  1,000  live  births)  . . 

1-08 

0-438 

0-43 

2-03 

1-18 

1-16 

1-2 

1-64 

*Wbeie  no  deaths  have  occured  at  all  a “ dash  ” should  be  inserted. 

Where  the  number  of  deaths  is  too  small  to  express  a rate,  the  figures  0.00  should  be  Inserted. 
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lates,  Zymotic  Death-rates,  Infant  and  Maternal 
^owns  of  England  and  Wales  for  1953. 


u 

V 

■4^ 

v> 

8 

5 

Liverpool 

Manchester 

Newcastle- 

upon-Tyne 

Nottingham 

1 Plymouth 

1 

Portsmouth 

1 Salford 

1 

2 

ta 

V 

JS 

(fi 

Southampton 

Stoke-on-Trent 

•o 

a 

(9 

O 

-d 

d 

d 

c/3 

286,500 

789,700 

701,800 

289,700 

311,500 

221,400 

245,800 

173,900 

507,600 

177,100 

273,700 

181,550 

0-98 

101 

0- 96 

1- 19 

0- 95 

1- 11 

0- 97 

1- 09 

0- 97 

1- 08 

1-05 

1-06 

1-05 
. 1-04 

0- 95 

1- 14 

0- 99 

1- 07 

0- 99 

1- 02 

0- 96 

1- 21 

1-01 

1-13 

1604 

20-3 

17-41 

17-06 

16-64 

16-45 

15-21 

17-05 

13-90 

16-01 

16-45 

19-5 

15-72 

19-5 

16-54 

16-55 

16-14 

17-27 

15-97 

16-20 

13-76 

15-85 

15-79 

19-7 

1119 

10-7 

12-31 

10-90 

11-01 

11-03 

11-59 

12-32 

11-90 

10-86 

10-95 

10-6 

11-30 

12-7 

13-66 

11-88 

11-89 

11-69 

12-05 

14-04 

12-73 

11-08 

13-25 

11-98 

24.80 

35-5 

30-53 

26-82 

27-00 

26-90 

23-80 

32-05 

25-66 

33-16 

28-0 

37-9 

15-44 

21-8 

20-87 

19-91 

16-39 

17-02 

14-98 

22-95 

16-30 

22-22 

23-0 

18-9 

27-09 

24-0 

28-24 

23-4 

20-22 

20-17 

28-58 

30-11 

25-15 

26-78 

25-0 

21-0 

0-85 

0-30 

0-80 

0-593 

0-77 

1-88 

0-52 

0-33 

0-55 

1-37 

0-0 

0-55 

1-24 

0-126 

1-75 

0-16 

1-06 

0-13 

1-643 

0-235 

1-67 

0-07 

1-03 

0-16 

1-06 

0-98 

1-403 

0-184 

1-095 

0-120 

1-479 

0-068 

1-085 

0-084 

1-25 

0-13 

0-244 

0-021 

0-33 

0-03 

0-28 

0-03 

0-280 

0-041 

0-27 

0-02 

0-20 

0-02 

0-19 

0-02 

0-288 

0-023 

0-193 

0-018 

0-327 

0-017 

0-343 

0-029 

0-26 

0-01 

1-864 

1-97 

2-16 

2-095 

1-86 

1-89 

1-97 

2-28 

2-16 

2-230 

2-032 

2-00 

0-014 

0-007 

0-101 

0-01 

0-005 

0-002 

0-04 

0-006 

0-01 

0-01 

0-00 

0-15 

0-00 

0-003 

0-003 

0-058 

0-007 

0-01 

0-01 

0-14 

0-00 

0-02 

0-01 

0-11 

0-01 

0-01 

0-23 

0-00 

0-011 

0-103 

0-011 

0-006 

0-008 

0-083 

0-006 

0-017 

0-152 

0-006 

0-0037 

0-0073 

0-084 

0-0037 

0-00 

0-02 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-07 

0-01 

0-0035 

0-0038 

— 

— 

0-01 

0-02 

0-01 

0-006 

— 

0-006 

— 

0-01 

0-0035 

0-014 

0-001 

0-03 

0-00 

0-01 

0-007 

0-014 

0-02 

0-00 

0-02 

0-029 

0-022 

0-040 

0-011 

0-00 

0-00 

0-03 

0-870 

1-7 

0-74 

0-813 

1-35 

0-54 

1-60 

1-69 

1-559 

2-469 

0-666 

1-7 
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Comparative  Statistics  of  the  16  Wards  in  the  City  for  1953. 


Wards 

E.G.  Estimated 
Population,  1953 

Acreage 

Density  per  Acre 

Number  of  Deaths 

Registered 

Death  Rate,  1953 

Number  of  Births 

Registered  in  City 

Birth  Rate,  1963 

Number  of  Deaths 

under  1 year  of  age 

Infantile  Death 

Rate 

Bablake 

16589 

1463 

11.3 

94 

5.7 

134 

8.8 

37.3 

Charter  and 

Binlej 

15841 

2173 

7.3 

148 

9.3 

338 

21.3 

11 

32.5 

Cheylesmore 

14955 

1056 

14.1 

102 

6.8 

212 

14.2 

5 

23.6 

Earlsdon 

14348 

1909 

7.5 

133 

9.3 

123 

8.6 

6 

48.8 

Foleshill 

16433 

645 

25.5 

175 

10.6 

212 

13.0 

6 

23.6 

Qodiva 

17304 

559 

31.0 

164 

9.5 

249 

14.4 

12 

48.2 

Holbroek’s  ... 

13430 

821 

16.3 

101 

7.5 

197 

14.7 

7 

35.5 

Longford 

16644 

2266 

7.3 

166 

9.9 

291 

17.5 

9 

30.9 

Lower  Stoke  . . 

19399 

849 

22.8 

157 

8.1 

191 

9.8 

10 

52.4 

Radford 

20211 

673 

30.0 

155 

7.7 

265 

13.1 

14 

52.8 

St.  Michael’s 

18540 

380 

48.5 

217 

11.7 

289 

16.1 

16 

55.4 

Sherbourne  . . 

17281 

596 

29.0 

139 

8.0 

140 

8.1 

5 

35.7 

Upper  Stoke.. 

20731 

826 

25.1 

170 

8.2 

237 

11.4 

11 

46.4 

Walsgrave 

16122 

1550 

10.4 

114 

7.0 

190 

11.8 

10 

52.6 

Westwood 

13372 

2118 

6.3 

110 

8.0 

317 

23.7 

13 

41.0 

Whoberley 

11800 

1284 

9.1 

93 

7.9 

139 

11.8 

3 

21.6 

( 
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Total,  All  Caoses  . 
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VITAL  STATISTICS.  (Historical  Summary;. 


Year. 

Houses 

Inhabited 

(December) 

Vacant. 

Popula- 

tion 

(Mid-year 

Mortality 

Infectious 

Mortality 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
1000  born. 

Birth 

Rate 

1586 

.. 

6,502 

1643 

• , 

• 

9,500 

. • 

• . 

1694 

• • 

. 

6,7" 

1723 

'.934 

. . 

. . 

1748 

2,066 

. • 

12,817 

•• 

. . 

1801 

1 2,930 

. . 

'6,034 

•• 

. . 

1811 

3,448 

*60 

'7.923 

. . 

. . 

1821 

3,729 

•"4 

21,448 

. . 

. . 

1831 

5.444 

*421 

27.298 

. • 

. . 

... 

1841 

(A 

«> 

6,53' 

’590 

3'. 032 

T 

en  Years 

’ Averag 

e. 

1851 

& 

7,783 

*151 

36,812 

27 

• • 

• • 

1861 

9) 

8,991 

* 1,026 

40,936 

25 

. . 

• • 

. . 

1871 

9 

(A 

8,535 

•816 

37,670 

22 

. . 

• . 

. . 

1881 

a 

(J 

9.239 

•643 

42,111 

20 

33 

'5° 

35'4 

1891 

",465 

•284 

52,724 

'8-5 

'7 

'42 

32-0 

1901 

'5.57' 

353 

69,978 

16-96 

'•9 

'537 

29-8 

1911 

23,5'5 

95 

'06,349 

'37 

'•4 

'09-3 

28-0 

1921 

28,355 

502  J 

'28,157 

"•3 

0-7 

836 

23-2 

1931 

9'7l 

'67,083 

lo-i 

0*2 

677 

157 

1951 

^41.275 

— 

258,211 

10  7 

017 

52-4 

18-0 

1897 

t'2,440 

73 

61,234 

i6-8 

1-8 

'57 

31.3 

1911 

23.5'5 

95 

'07,287 

'33 

2-o8 

109-8 

26.9 

1912 

24.590 

50 

111,166 

"•9 

'•35 

76-1 

26*4 

1913 

25.051 

"3 

"5,064 

"•4 

084 

91-6 

26-0 

1914 

25,860 

99 

119,003 

117 

070 

84-6 

26-9 

1915 

26,667 

56 

122,982 

12-9 

'•39 

87-8 

23-8 

1916 

27,366 

12 

127,089 

10-9 

1*23 

87-5 

23-5 

1917 

27.53' 

'5 

130,000 

10-4 

0-47 

78-5 

20-2 

1918 

27.735 

25 

133,000 

146 

0*42 

92-5 

20-7 

1919 

27,829 

20 

136,000 

9-3 

0 32 

82'8 

18-2 

1920 

27.973 

48 

130,000 

98 

035 

760 

250 

1921 

28,355 

5021 

'28,157 

10*2 

0*25 

79'3 

22-1 

1922 

28,661 

72 

129,000 

io-6 

0-34 

70-4 

18-9 

1923 

29,414 

40 

130,500 

9 3 

0*20 

64-9 

16-9 

1924 

29,685 

90 

132,000 

96 

0*  ig 

79'4 

i6-o 

1925 

30. '99 

83 

133.500 

10-6 

0-30 

77-' 

16-3 

1926 

3'  034 

1 1 1 

135,000 

97 

0-15 

68'9 

'57 

1927 

32,260 

'5' 

139,000 

10-2 

0-23 

634 

14’8 

1928 

38.474 

'75 

161,600° 

9-6 

0-34 

657 

14-4 

1929 

39.374 

750 

163,700 

12-1 

063 

73’' 

14-8 

1930 

40.5'9 

800 

165,800 

lO’l 

0-32 

57‘o 

'4-5 

1931 

4'. 275 

9'7 

168,900 

io*o 

o'lo 

577 

14-8 

1932 

45.781 

lOOC 

182,000° 

9’4 

0-33 

697 

'3-5 

'933 

47. '75 

1000 

184,500 

9-9 

0-2l 

645 

'3‘4 

'934 

48,730 

1500 

184,900 

10*0 

0-17 

57’' 

'3‘6 

'935 

50,622 

'854 

190,000 

97 

o’i6 

46-5 

'4‘4 

1936 

54.273 

1361 

192,360 

lO'l 

0-2o 

5''8 

'5’' 

'937 

57.888 

1606 

206,500 

10-4 

o'lS 

48-5 

'57 

'938 

61,580 

i3'6 

229,900 

9 5 

o'3 

56-0 

'6-5 

'939 

— 

— 

— 

9 4 

— 

54‘6 

'77 

'940 

— 

— 

229,400 

'3’3 

o-ll 

63-0 

16-4 

'941 

— 

— 

'93.070 

12-8 

0.21 

54-8 

'7' 

'942 

— 

— 

207,200 

10*2 

007 

623 

'9-3 

'943 

' — 

— 

214,870 

9.6 

0.23 

49'9 

21.2 

'944 

65,926 

— 

220,400 

90 

0*24 

48-4 

24-8 

'945 

— 

— 

221,970 

10-5 

o’30 

68-2 

22-2 

'946 

— 

— 

232,850 

10-0 

0-32 

54'3 

22*4 

'947 

68,900 

— 

242,860 

9-9 

o-i8 

45' 

232 

'948 

69.950 

— 

250,400 

8-8 

O’  10 

45’5 

20-3 

'949 

70.550 

— 

254,900 

9-4 

0-11 

39-4 

i8-6 

1950 

71,720 

— 

256,800 

9-4 

006 

32-6 

17-3 

1951 

72.497 

— 

258,100 

10-4 

0 03 

35-6 

16  7 

1952 

73,828 

265 

261,000 

89 

0 05 

317 

15-9 

1953 

76,150 

157 

263,000 

8'5 

004 

33-4 

16-1 

* This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or  factories, 
not  occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 

t This  number  omits  all  business  offices,  factories,  etc. 
t The  Census  returns  show  unoccupied  “ dwellings  " — not  houses. 

® In  tnese  yerrs  an  -ixten  lion  of  the  City  Boundaries  took  place. 
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H5  . 

Live  Register  of  Tuberculosis  Patients. 


Pulmonary 

Cases. 

Non- 

Piilmonary 

Otises. 

Total  Oases 
(All  Forms). 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M 

F. 

Total 

1.  No.  on  Register  at  31/12/1952... 

1211 

884 

2125 

159 

211 

370 

1400 

1095 

2495 

2.  Cases  notified  (or  otherwise 
coming  to  knowledge  in  1953 

285 

173 

458 

17 

21 

38 

302 

194 

•496 

3.  Cases  removed  from  Register  in 
1953  

177 

96 

273 

9 

19 

28 

186 

115 

301 

4.  No.  on  Register  at  31/12/1953... 

1349 

961 

2310 

167 

213 

380 

1516 

1174 

2690 

Tuberculosis. 


Yeak 

Casks  on  Rbgister 

Cases  Notified 
(or  brought  to  notice 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

i 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

No. 

Bate 

No. 

Bate 

M. 

797 

140 

235 

21 

91 

8 

«944 

0-69 

008 

F. 

471 

131 

1 121 

25 

52 

12 

M. 

848 

142 

227 

30 

126 

10 

<945 

0-79 

004 

F. 

642 

136 

147 

31 

51 

10 

M. 

867 

119 

162 

13 

88 

10 

4946 

0-68 

0-09 

F. 

564 

136 

132 

29 

49 

12 

M. 

938 

115 

223 

22 

92 

9 

4947 

0-67 

0-08 

F 

572 

166 

143 

34 

74 

11 

M. 

998 

121 

209 

38 

89 

15 

4948 

0-60 

0-10 

F 

639 

165 

161 

31 

38 

11 

M. 

1067 

130 

238 

25 

91 

13 

4949 

0-60 

0-10 

F. 

698 

177 

162 

36 

37 

13 

M. 

1086 

136 

184 

21 

77 

7 

4050 

0-47 

006 

F. 

771 

188 

156 

27 

43 

8 

M. 

1063 

145 

247 

26  i 

56 

10 

8951 

0-29 

0 04 

F. 

*1 

780 

200 

132 

20 

19 

Lo 

1241 

169 

290 

23 

29 

4 

psa 

0 20 

006 

! P. 

* 

884 

211 

180 

25 

22 

11 

M. 

1349 

167 

285 

17 

30 

3 

P68 

016 

0-02 

P. 

961 

213 

173 

21 

9 

2 

i 

! 


K 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1953. 
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PROPORTIONS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES 
TO  TOTAL  DEATHS,  1953. 


The  Total  Death  Rate  frcm  all  Causes  was  8.5 


CHART  SHOWING  THE  INFANT  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS  IN  COVENTRY. 
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Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  is  represented  by  the  chimneys,  the  shaded  portion  of  which  represents  the 
death  rate  amongst  babies  under  four  weeks  of  age  (t.e.,  the  neo-natal  death  rate). 

Infant  Death  Hate  for  Rngland  and  Wales  is  represented  by  the  line 
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RAINFALL 

Total  Rainfall  Recorded  in  Inches  from  1895 — 1953. 


Year 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

Year 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

Year 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

1895 

24.00 

1915 

29.19 

1935 

30.20 

1896 

25.21 

1916 

28.47 

1936 

27.98 

1897 

26.79 

1917 

25.37 

1937 

27.83 

1898 

19.87 

1918 

25.24 

1938 

22.13 

1899 

22.71 

1919 

30.04 

1939 

32.81 

1900 

28.88 

1920 

27.61 

1940 

21.27 

1901 

21.42 

1921 

17.44 

1941 

26.72 

1902 

22.54 

1922 

29.73 

1942 

21.18 

1903 

32.75 

1923 

27.49 

1943 

20.28 

1904 

19.98 

1924 

31.96 

1944 

26.34 

1905 

21.35 

1925 

26.43 

1945 

20.60 

1906 

26.45 

1926 

27.66 

1946 

29.16 

1907 

27.60 

1927 

33.09 

1947 

20.59 

1908 

23.14 

1928 

26.92 

1948 

29.16 

1909 

26.65 

1929 

25.46 

1949 

22.81 

1910 

29.57 

1930 

30.99 

1950 

24.79 

1911 

21.37 

1931 

26.91 

1951 

32.49 

1912 

37.02 

1932 

29.38 

1952 

25.86 

1913 

26.35 

1933 

21.68 

1953 

20.89 

1914 

25.16 

.1934 

20.96 

SUNSHINE 

Total  Sunshine  Hours  Recorded  from  1895 — 1953. 


Year 

Hours 

Year 

Hours 

Year 

Hours 

1895 

1495 

1915 

1463 

1935 

1374 

1896 

1111 

1916 

1220 

1936 

1120 

1897 

1367 

1917 

1326 

1937 

1147 

1898 

1326 

1918 

1310 

1938 

1282 

1899 

1482 

1919 

1320 

1939 

1310 

1900 

1166 

1920 

1110 

1940 

1467 

1901 

1214 

1921 

1530 

1941 

1160 

1902 

967 

1922 

1293 

1942 

1249 

1903 

1096 

1923 

1246 

1943 

1348 

1904 

1209 

1924 

1249 

1944 

1240 

1905 

1052 

1925 

1266 

1945 

1255 

1906 

1536 

1926 

1126 

1946 

1269 

1907 

1354 

1927 

1107 

1947 

1293 

1908 

1406 

1928 

1349 

1948 

1322 

1909 

1478 

1929 

1489 

1949 

1587 

1910 

1312 

1930 

1252 

1950 

1410 

1911 

1555 

1931 

1159 

1951 

1365 

1912 

1125 

1932 

1087 

1952 

1503 

1913 

1169 

1933 

1456 

1953 

1361 

1914 

1452 

1934 

1362 
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